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Allegheny National Forest Proposes to Install a Bat Cave Gate

Bradford, Pa. (Nov. 24, 2014) — In an effort to prevent the spread of white-nose syndrome
and to protect potential winter habitat for several species of bats, the Allegheny National
Forest is proposing to install a bat-friendly gate on a cave on the Bradford Ranger District.
“This site was selected because monitoring surveys have indicated that this cave has been
used by the little brown bat, the northern long-eared bat and the tri-colored bat,” said Collin
Shephard, Forest Ecologist. “By installing this gate, we will protect potential hibernation
habitat for these sensitive bat species and help reduce the spread of this deadly fungus.”

The Allegheny National Forest is working with Bat Conservation International, who will
design, construct and install the proposed cupola gate. This project would occur outside of
the period when the cave may be used by bats. Very little ground disturbing activity is
anticipated with the exception of removing brush, small trees, and downed logs to access the
site.

White-nose syndrome was documented in eastern New York in 2007 and has killed more
than 5.7 million bats, including endangered species. The fungus is transmitted through bat-
to-bat contact but research also suggests that the fungus can be transported by footwear and
gear.

Information about this project can be found at: http://go.usa.qov/H4GKk. Comments about this
project should be postmarked, or otherwise received, no later than December 22, 2014.
Comments may be submitted in several different ways:

e Mail: Macario Herrera; USDA Forest Service; Bradford Ranger District; 29 Forest
Service Drive, Bradford, PA 16701

e Fax: 814.362.2761

¢ E-mail: comments-eastern-allegheny-bradford@fs.fed.us. Please reference the
McKean County Bat Cave Gate project and include your name and physical mailing
address with your correspondence.
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e Hand-delivered or verbal comments can be received between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at the Bradford Ranger District or by calling 814.362.4613.

For more information about this project, please contact Collin Shephard, Forest Ecologist, at
814.728.6142.
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The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, a mission of sustaining
the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of
present and future generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region includes twenty states in the
Midwest and East, stretching from Maine, to Maryland, to Missouri, to Minnesota. There are 17
national forests and one national tallgrass prairie in the Eastern Region. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.qov/R9.

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and
private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands
the Forest Service manages contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through
visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water supply, a
value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship
of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., of which 100 million acres are
urban forests where most Americans live. For more information, visit www.fs.usda.qgov/.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (toll-free customer service), (800) 877-8339
(TDD), or (800) 845-6136 (TDD in Spanish).
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