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Forests by the Bushel: Collecting ConesForests by the Bushel: Collecting ConesForests by the Bushel: Collecting ConesForests by the Bushel: Collecting ConesForests by the Bushel: Collecting Cones
DURANGO – Forests burned by wildfires sometimes need help to recover

and regenerate. Even when some trees survive amid blackened stands,
they’re often not able to drop enough cones to reseed the next genera-
tion. Cones collected from healthy trees in nearby areas can help bridge
the gap.

The San Juan NF contracted with certified climbers from Spokane, Wash-
ington this fall to pluck cones for shipment to the Charles E. Bessey Nurs-
ery in Nebraska, the oldest federal seedling nursery in the nation. After
being stored in a cool dry place to open, seeds are separated from cones
and cleaned. They are labeled and stored until the Forest calls for them. 

“We only plant seedlings grown from cones native to the San Juan, be-
cause they are uniquely adapted to our climate and location,” says SJNF Forester Gretchen Fitzgerald. ”Cones
from other areas are genetically different, and their seed will not survive or thrive as well as our local varieties.” 

Some San Juan seeds will be stored in the regional seed bank; others will be planted in the nursery’s irrigated
seedbeds or greenhouse. Those planted in January will be ready as seedlings the following spring or fall.

This year’s cone collection concentrated north of Durango, near Vallecito and southeast of Pagosa Springs.
Species were selected based on what is underrepresented in the seed bank compared to upcoming reforestation
needs.

The San Juan is also prioritizing the collection of Engelmann spruce cones,
because of the current spruce bark beetle infestation.

“We begin actively scouting each year for a cone crop in July,” says SJNF
Forester Beth Vance. “There’s a very short window. We have to collect cones
after the seeds are mature but before cone scales begin to flare and release
the seed.” 

The certified climbers are sent up healthy trees individually selected by
foresters at certain elevations. Trees must be free of deformities, insects and
disease for hardy genetics. Foresters also sample cones for seed viability.

“To determine ripeness and maturity, you cut open the cone and look at
the seed,” Gretchen says. ”The embryo should fill the casing by 90 percent,
and the seed case should be slightly brown. The seed itself should be milk-
white and not too soft.”

This fall’s harvest included 22 bushels of Engelmann spruce, three bushels
of Douglas fir, 18 bushels of limber pine and 51 bushels of ponderosa pine
cones.

Some will be stored for now; others will return soon as seedlings to help
reforest areas burned by the Missionary Ridge, Vallecito, and Little Sand fires. 

         - Ann Bond

A bag of Engelmann spruce cones.A bag of Engelmann spruce cones.A bag of Engelmann spruce cones.A bag of Engelmann spruce cones.A bag of Engelmann spruce cones.

A contracted certified climberA contracted certified climberA contracted certified climberA contracted certified climberA contracted certified climber
collecting cones on Missionarycollecting cones on Missionarycollecting cones on Missionarycollecting cones on Missionarycollecting cones on Missionary
Ridge this fall.Ridge this fall.Ridge this fall.Ridge this fall.Ridge this fall.
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SAN JUAN PUBLIC LANDS CENTER

The Year AheadThe Year AheadThe Year AheadThe Year AheadThe Year Ahead

DURANGO - For the past 15 years, the San Juan Mountains Associa-
tion (SJMA) has organized an information booth to provide public
lands information, maps, guide books, OHV Registrations and other
interpretive products to area hunters.

This fall,  SJMA volunteers and USFS and BLM staff were at it again
outside the Colorado Parks and Wildlife office, offering information

on motorized-use, wilderness
restrictions, low-impact dis-
persed camping, certified
weed-free hay and grain, and
Leave No Trace messages.

This year, staff and volunteers
talked with about 600 hunters
and sold more than $2,000 in
SJMA products.  Thanks so much
for everyone’s help.

 - Alan Peterson

Another Successful SeasonAnother Successful SeasonAnother Successful SeasonAnother Successful SeasonAnother Successful Season

DURANGO - Kay Zillich, BLM Tres Rios
Abandoned Mined Lands (AML) Coordi-
nator, retired this month after nearly 37
years of federal service.

Kay’s first federal job was in 1977 as a
BLM seasonal in Wyoming, the summer
before graduating from Colorado State
University in Watershed Management.

In 1978 she became a USFS Hydrology
Trainee on the Lolo NF in Montana. In

1981, Kay moved to the Rio Grande NF as Forest Hydrologist, and in
1988 landed on the San Juan NF Mancos RD working in recreation,
minerals and special uses. She also helped start the Chicken Creek
ski trails and Jersey Jim Lookout rental program.

In 1994 Kay moved to the Dolores RD to work in GIS, and in 2000
moved to the PLC to head the San Juan’s AML Program, along with
other duties. In 2008 Kay moved to the Columbine RD as District Hy-
drologist, and in 2010, took the Lead BLM AML position, safeguarding
dangerous mine openings and reducing acid mine drainage.

Her work on restoration of mining-impacted wetlands benefitted
both agencies, and in 2014, Kay received the USFS Rocky Mountain
Regional Forester’s Honor award for her work in fen restoration.

 “Kay did an excellent job for us, especially in representing the
BLM on the Animas River Stakeholder Group,” says Brad Dodd, Asso-
ciate Tres Rios Field Manager.

 “I’m so fortunate to have worked with dedicated people and on
worthwhile projects that make a difference to our natural resources,”
Kay says.

In retirement she plans to hike, bike and ski, as well as volunteer
at local schools.                    - Ann Bond

Kay RetiresKay RetiresKay RetiresKay RetiresKay Retires

I hope 2014 was as good for all of
you as it was for me. I want to thank
San Juan NF employees and partners
for all of your hard work in the last
year and for helping me learn the
ropes here on the Forest. I’m look-
ing forward to 2015. We have some
exciting changes ahead of us.

I’m looking forward to welcoming
San Juan NF employees Cam Hooley
and Tim Leishman to the Forest Lead-
ership Team and hearing their per-
spectives on the topics we will be
working on in 2015.

One of those is implementing a
new way of identifying and planning
our program of work for 2016 and
beyond. The goal is to identify and
accomplish projects across the San
Juan in a more integrated manner
with a more unified approach.

I’m also looking forward to com-
pleting a strategy for managing our
spruce/fir forests, in addition to
other ongoing vegetative manage-
ment projects.

With the good, comes the “not so
good” – at least for the Forest – the
expected retirements in 2015 of
some key San Juan NF employees,
who will be taking with them decades
of knowledge, skills and leadership.

I wish all of us the very best.
Happy New Year to everyone.

- Kara Chadwick,
Forest Supervisor
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COLUMBINE RANGER DISTRICT

BAYFIELD - Mena Showman, Columbine RD Developed and Dispersed Rec-
reation Program Leader, is heading north in January for the Black Hills NF
Mystic RD.

Mena has been on the San Juan for almost three decades.  She started as
a Compliance Checker on the former Pine RD in 1985.  She received a per-
manent appointment in 1992 as a Visitor Information Specialist at the
Supervisor’s Office, then returned to Columbine.

When the Pine and Animas districts combined in the mid-1990s, Mena
landed her current position and managed the Forest’s first concessionaire
permit. Over the years, her duties also included travel, database and road
management.

Mena’s hold a Bachelor’s degree in Outdoor Recreation Management from
Colorado State University. Her move to the Black Hills will bring her closer
to her daughter, Erin, who works as a veterinarian technician near Greeley.
She looks forward to hiking and biking new backcountry.

Mena is proud of her work keeping the Columbine RD’s campgrounds safe
and enjoyable for the public.

“We have upgraded facilities but kept them true to the San Juan’s
backcountry niche, and have been able to minimize impacts to natural resources, even though we have very high
use,” Mena says.        - Ann Bond

Mena’s Heading for the HillsMena’s Heading for the HillsMena’s Heading for the HillsMena’s Heading for the HillsMena’s Heading for the Hills

BAYFIELD - Scott Justham will be heading to Bloomfield, New Mexico, at
year’s end to become Support Services Specialist on the Carson NF Jicarilla
Ranger District, working with Anthony Madrid and his staff.

Scott arrived on the Columbine RD in January, 2012.  He has been a great
team player on the District Recreation Team, and has worn many hats; bill-
ing more than $775,000 for the Outfitter and Guide Program, making maps,
and filling in as Snow Ranger.  

Scott also served as a Forest Protection Officer on the District and helped
out with several other programs, including fire, lands, archaeology and
wildlife, always with an upbeat attitude. 

Scott, you will be missed.
- Jed Botsford

Scott’s Heading SouthScott’s Heading SouthScott’s Heading SouthScott’s Heading SouthScott’s Heading South

Columbine Ranger District OfficeColumbine Ranger District OfficeColumbine Ranger District OfficeColumbine Ranger District OfficeColumbine Ranger District Office
Bayfield, ColoradoBayfield, ColoradoBayfield, ColoradoBayfield, ColoradoBayfield, Colorado

San Juan Public Lands Center, DurangoSan Juan Public Lands Center, DurangoSan Juan Public Lands Center, DurangoSan Juan Public Lands Center, DurangoSan Juan Public Lands Center, Durango



44444 SAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTERSAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTERSAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTERSAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTERSAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTER

PAGOSA RANGER DISTRICT

Pagosa Ranger District, Pagosa SpringsPagosa Ranger District, Pagosa SpringsPagosa Ranger District, Pagosa SpringsPagosa Ranger District, Pagosa SpringsPagosa Ranger District, Pagosa Springs

PAGOSA SPRINGS – Tim Leishman is the San Juan’s new Headwaters Timber
Zone Lead Forestry Technician. He’s overseeing the timber sale preparation
crew, cruise design, reconnaissance and layout, tracer paint accountability,
timber marking, etc. He also hopes to assist with drafting stewardship task
orders and NEPA.

Tim comes from the Gunnison NF Gunnison RD, where he was a Harvest In-
spector/Sale Administrator Trainee. He started his federal career in 2007 on
the Black Hills NF under the Student Temporary Employment Program as a For-
estry Technician.

Tim worked seasonally for five years in various timber-related positions in
Gunnison, and holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental History, with a minor
in Outdoor Education from Black Hills State University.

“My career may be in forestry, but I’m an environmental educator at heart,”
Tim says. In his free time he enjoys skiing, rafting, fly fishing, mountain biking,
and hiking peaks. He has a very loyal chocolate lab named Porter.

   “Most of my experience has been based around conventional logging operations,” he says. “I’m excited to be a
part of the Pagosa Longterm Stewardship Project. This high-utilization biomass project will expose me to new
silvicultural objectives.”           - Brandon Caley

Putting the Tim in TimberPutting the Tim in TimberPutting the Tim in TimberPutting the Tim in TimberPutting the Tim in Timber

We neglected until now to intro-
duce everyone to a very handsome
and happy fellow, Logan Andrew
Bristow.

Kim and Casey Bristow, Pagosa RD
employees, welcomed son into their
family on August 10th. 

OMG Cute!OMG Cute!OMG Cute!OMG Cute!OMG Cute!

PAGOSA SPRINGS – Steve Hartvigsen, Headwaters Timber Zone Supervisory
Forester, retires at the end of the year after more than 36 years of federal
service.  Steve came to the San Juan in 1983 as a seasonal.

His first permanent position was on the Rio Grande NF in 1988 as forestry
technician, then forester, for 11 years before returning to the San Juan in 1999
to fill his current position.

“My first job may have been the toughest – crew leader for juvenile delin-
quents on the Wasatch NF Salt Lake RD in 1974,” Steve says. Seasonal jobs
followed on the Boise, Manti-LaSal, Uncompahgre, and San Juan NFs.

Steve holds a Bachelor’s degree in Forest Management from Utah State Uni-
versity. He is certified as a Qualified Cruiser, Advanced Cruiser, Utilization Scaler,
Timber Sale Administrator, Squad Boss and Certified Silviculturist.

Steve is proud of putting together the Pagosa-area Long-term Stewardship
Contract with help from others.

“I have been a primary instigator for the project working with a great group
of folks from all walks of life wrestling with forest management issues,” he says. In retirement, Steve plans to
spend time trying to keep up with wife, Deb, on skis, bikes, kayaks, and hikes.                        -Brandon Caley

Steve Leaves the Forest for the SlopesSteve Leaves the Forest for the SlopesSteve Leaves the Forest for the SlopesSteve Leaves the Forest for the SlopesSteve Leaves the Forest for the Slopes
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PAGOSA RANGER DISTRICT

MANCOS – San Juan NF retiree Jack Ott passed peacefully after a short illness on
November 18, just shy of his 85th birthday. Jack was born in 1929 in Grand Haven,
Michigan. After graduating from Michigan State University School of Forestry in 1952,
he hired on with a USFS spruce bark beetle survey crew, working near Kremmling and
in the Black Hills.

After serving in the U.S. Army during the Korean War, Jack headed to the San Juan
NF in 1955 as Animas Assistant District Ranger, transferring to the Mancos RD in 1957 as
Assistant District Ranger.

In 1959, he married Mary Ann Rawlings, whose husband, Bill, a USFS colleague, had
been killed on the job in a horse accident. Jack adopted the Rawlings’ children; Jeannie,
Woody, Larry and Mark and me. They then had two more children, John and Grace.

Jack retired from the Mancos RD in 1981 after 30 years of federal service. He was a
member of the Society of American Foresters. Two of his sons (Mark and I) became foresters, graduating from
Colorado State University, followed by his granddaughter, Jennifer, graduating from the school of forestry at the
University of Montana. 

Jack was strongly influenced by Gifford Pinchot and subscribed to the tenet of providing for the greatest good
for the greatest number in the long-run. In his retirement he helped son, Woody, run Ott’s Sawmill in Mancos.

In 2004, Jack’s name was read into the Congressional Record in honor of his service to the USFS and his
community.  He was cremated wearing an Aloha shirt, cut-off jeans and a red lei. The family will scatter his ashes
over the many beautiful places he loved. In lieu of flowers, please plant a tree.

- Bill Ott, USFS Senior Advisor, Fire and Aviation, NIFC
(and former Dolores RD seasonal in 1971)

San Juan Retiree PassesSan Juan Retiree PassesSan Juan Retiree PassesSan Juan Retiree PassesSan Juan Retiree Passes

DOLORES PUBLIC LANDS OFFICE

You Can’t Keep a Good Cabin DownYou Can’t Keep a Good Cabin DownYou Can’t Keep a Good Cabin DownYou Can’t Keep a Good Cabin DownYou Can’t Keep a Good Cabin Down
PAGOSA SPRINGS - For more than 90 years, the historic Turkey Springs Guard

Station has served as an outpost on the San Juan NF.  First constructed in 1921
to house lone district rangers who spent summers and falls monitoring local
cattle and timber operations, it was most recently used as housing for seasonal
employees in 1993.

When the original structure burned in 1929, an exact replica was recon-
structed in 1935, and represents the last remaining Guard Station of its era on
the Pagosa RD out of four constructed be-
tween 1921 and 1938.

The Colorado State Historic Preservation
Office has determined the site eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places as an

example of a pre-Civilian Conservation Corps, ranger-built guard station.
In 2012 the Turkey Springs Guard Station received much needed mainte-

nance with the help from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Dominquez
Archaeological Research Group and National Smokejumpers Association.

Unfortunately, this spring a large ponderosa pine tree came crashing down
onto the cabin’s roof, also damaging the porch, chimney, and some of the
siding.

Thankfully, the Turkey Springs is whole once again, guarding its little corner
of the Forest, saved by funding from the USFS and National Trust for Historic
Preservation, which contracted to have the fallen tree removed and the roof
and other damages repaired.                - Julie Coleman

BeforeBeforeBeforeBeforeBefore

AfterAfterAfterAfterAfter
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DOLORES PUBLIC LANDS OFFICE

DOLORES - Scott McDermid, Dolores RD/Tres Rios BLM Zone Fire Manage-
ment Officer since 2009, is now working as a remote USFS Regional Office em-
ployee in Fire and Aviation Management as a Training and Workforce Develop-
ment Program Specialist.

Scott will continue to be based out of the Dolores Public Lands Office in his
new virtual position coordinating training and workforce development for Re-
gion 2 Fire and Aviation Management.

Scott has worked more than 20 years for the USFS, BLM and National Park
Service. He and wife, Julie Bell, BLM Archaeologist in Dolores, have a daughter,

Annabel, who is almost 11. They have a “bunch of pets,” he says, including a giant white puppy named Yeti. “I
look forward to helping provide a strong fire and aviation management training program throughout Region 2,”
Scott says.        - Ann Bond

McD Working for Regional OfficeMcD Working for Regional OfficeMcD Working for Regional OfficeMcD Working for Regional OfficeMcD Working for Regional Office

DOLORES - Cara Gildar, former Dolores RD Ecologist, is now the San Juan NF
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Planner. Cara spent the last decade
working for both USFS and BLM. In her new position, Cara is overseeing forest-
wide NEPA and assisting with District NEPA. Her duty station will remain in
Dolores, but she will spend time at the PLC and other districts.

Cara started her USFS career in 1997 as a Fire Lookout on the Flathead NF
Hungry Horse RD and in 1998 volunteered at Glacier Bay NP. In 2002, she be-
came Botanist for the Dakota Prairie Grasslands McKenzie RD. Cara arrived on
the San Juan NF in 2004. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology, with a minor
in English, from the University of Florida, and a Master’s degree in Forestry
from Northern Arizona University.

She has a son, Emmett, who is four years old, and enjoys hiking, reading,
cooking, edible and medicinal plants.

“I am proud to work on a progressive, research-friendly forest,” Cara says. She is also proud of her work on a
Native Plant Materials Program and helping with the new Forest Plan.                                            - Mark Lambert

Cara is Forest-wide NEPA PlannerCara is Forest-wide NEPA PlannerCara is Forest-wide NEPA PlannerCara is Forest-wide NEPA PlannerCara is Forest-wide NEPA Planner

DOLORES - Michael Schmidt, San Juan NF Dolores RD Wildlife Technician, is
now Wildlife Biologist for the BLM Tres Rios Field Office, also located in the
DPLO. Mike started his federal career in 2008 in Dolores, first as a seasonal
temporary wildlife technician from 2008. In 2011, he received his permanent
position. He received a degree
in Environmental Biology from
Fort Lewis College in 2008.

Mike enjoys climbing, hik-
ing, bike riding and hot
springs.

He currently lives in a barn/
house conversion with girlfriend, Sabina, a Geologist in Durango,
and George, his pointer/chocolate lab mix.

“I’m still in slight disbelief at how lucky I’ve been to advance
my career in such an amazing area,” Mike says. “There will, no
doubt, be many challenges and opportunities for me to grow in
this new position.”             - Ann Bond

Mike Goes BLMMike Goes BLMMike Goes BLMMike Goes BLMMike Goes BLM

Dolores Public Lands Office, Dolores


