
 

 

January 1 to March 31, 2015 
 
 

ABOUT THIS SCHEDULE 

The purpose of the Schedule of Proposed 
Action (Schedule) is to provide a status report 
and short summary of project proposals that are 
undergoing, or will undergo, environmental 
analysis on the Finger Lakes National Forest.  
Issued quarterly, this Schedule is intended to 
provide the public with informal notice of 
proposed activities.  The publishing of this 
Schedule is required by Forest Service 
regulations for implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

An effort will be made to seek public input 
(called “scoping”) on proposed projects based 
on specific response to this Schedule.  Scoping 
may be in the form of letters, email requests or 
phone calls that will include more specific 
information in order for the public to provide 
meaningful feedback that may be incorporated 
into the environmental analysis process.  When 
required, legal notices announcing project 
decisions will be published in the Ithaca Journal, 
our newspaper of record.   

The Schedule lists projects by name, location, 
and a brief description of the proposal.  Also 
included is the scoping date (which indicates 
when public participation began or will begin), 
decision date, and the expected implementation 
date.   

Analysis which supports any decision is 
documented in either an Environmental 
Assessment (EA), or an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  Proposals which have been 
"categorically excluded" from documentation in 
an EA or EIS are supported by project files, 
which may or may not include a Decision 
Memo.  The analysis and decision documents 
are kept on file at the Hector Ranger District 
office and is available for your review.  

 

 

HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED 

Your participation is important.  Read through 
the list of proposed projects.  If you want to 
provide site-specific comments on a project, get 
more information, or be placed on a project 
mailing list, either write or call using 1) the 
contacts listed at the end of the Schedule or;   
2) the project contact included for the specific 
project of your interest.  A generic statement of 
interest in all projects based on your review of 
this Schedule is not specific enough.  It is only 
through site-specific input that we can be 
responsive to and incorporate your concerns 
into project development.   

Walk in Requests:  Requests from the public 
occasionally require that the environomental 
analysis be completed with a short turnaround 
time.  This means that the analyses may be 
conducted and decisions made without prior 
listing in this Schedule.  Efforts for public input 
for such requests will be conducted as 
applicable in accordance to regulations.  An 
example of a walk-in request would be a short-
term special use permit for a recreation event 
on the forest. 

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE 

For more information about planning or projects 
on the Finger Lakes National Forest you may 
visit our website at: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project_list.php?forest
=110920 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

If you would like more information on the projects described in 
this Schedule of Proposed Action, contact: 

 

Dee Hines 
Acting Forest Supervisor 
Green Mountain & Finger Lakes  
National Forests 
231 North Main Street 
Rutland, VT  05701 
802-747-6700  
 

Jodie Vanselow, District Ranger 
Hector Ranger District 
Finger Lakes National Forest 
5218 State Route 414 
Hector, NY  14841 
607-546-4470 
 

 

 

 

 
 

This document available in large print upon request. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's 

income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact the USDA’s TARGET  Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD/TTY). 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Bldg., 1400 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-270-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer. 
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Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA) 
01/01/2015 to 03/31/2015 

Finger Lakes National Forest - Hector Ranger District 

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact. 
 

Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision 
Expected 

Implementation Project Contact 

Finger Lakes National Forest Hector Ranger District R9 - Eastern Region  

Finger Lakes Runners Club 
Special Use Authorization 

CE 

- Recreation management 

- Special area management 

Completed Actual: 11/04/2014 11/2014 Timothy Noon 

607-546-4470 x316 

twnoon@fs.fed.us 

Description: Approve the renewal of a 5 year Special Use Permit for a long distance footrace on trails and roads within the 

Finger Lakes National Forest. 

Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44204 

Location: UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.  COUNTY - Schuyler.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Town of 

Hector. 

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid 
Suppression Project 

CE 

- Vegetation management 

(other than forest products) 

Developing Proposal 

Est. Scoping Start 01/2015 

Expected:04/2015 04/2015 Timothy Noon 

607-546-4470 x316 

twnoon@fs.fed.us 

Description: Application of biological and chemical control measures to control the spreading infestation of hemlock wooly 

adelgid and reduce the chances of widespread hemlock mortality in areas of high hemlock density across the 

Forest. 

Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=45582 

Location: UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.  COUNTY - Schuyler, Seneca.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 

Towns of Lodi, Covert and Hector. 

Springer Spaniel Field Trial 
Special Use 

CE 

- Special use management Developing Proposal 

Est. Scoping Start 01/2015 

Expected:02/2015 11/2015 Paul Widowski 

607-546-4470 x312 

pwidowski@fs.fed.us 

Description: Issue a special use permit to authorize the use of pastures and grasslands for the 2015 English Spaniels National 

Amateur Championship. 

Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44857 

Location: UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.  COUNTY - Seneca.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Town of 

Lodi. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:twnoon@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44204
mailto:twnoon@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=45582
mailto:pwidowski@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44857
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Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision 
Expected 

Implementation Project Contact 

Finger Lakes National Forest Hector Ranger District R9 - Eastern Region  

Youth Pioneer Event Special 
Use 

CE 

- Special use management Completed Actual: 12/11/2014 12/2014 Timothy Noon 

607-546-4470 x316 

twnoon@fs.fed.us 

Description: Issue a special use permit to authorize the Church of Latter Day Saints youth group to reenact the 19th century 

Mormon pilgrimage using National Forest trails. 

Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44855 

Location: UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.  COUNTY - Schuyler, Seneca.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 

Towns of Hector and Lodi. 
 

Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision 
Expected 

Implementation Project Contact 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA 
is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact. 

mailto:twnoon@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=44855
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Winter Happenings - 2014 

“Winter makes a bridge between one year and 

another, and one century and the next.” 

 – Andy Goldsworthy 

Welcome… 

 

 

Rich Porter 

Richard Porter (Rich) is our new Visitor 

Information Assistant.  He recently retired 

from the U.S. Army after serving 14+ years 

and is a combat veteran – having served in 

Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 

Freedom, as well as being stationed in the 

Republic of South Korea.  He resides in 

Auburn with his wife of 18 years, Maria, and 

their two kids Joshua and Alexis whom are 

both in High School. 

Rich is excited to be here, and looks forward 

to assisting & helping in any way, to ensure 

that visitors have the greatest experience 

here at the Finger Lakes National Forest.    

We are as equally excited to have him.  Stop 

in to say Hi and see the changes that Rich 

has already brought to the office! 

Firewood Permits…a reminder. 

The NY State Quarantine area for transport 

of firewood has been extended to include 

the counties that surround Seneca and 

Schuyler. Firewood Permits are available for 

purchase. The 2 cord minimum still applies 

for $20.00, or you may purchase up to 10 

cords for $10.00 per cord. Only dead and 

down timber may be removed. Make sure 

you have your permit in your possession 

and you are properly recording each load of 

firewood. Permits expire at the end of each 

year. 

Development of a…”Cooperative 
Weed Management Association” 

Over the winter, Forest staff will be reaching 

out to local towns to invite them to join the 

Forest in forming a Cooperative Weed 

Management Association (CWMA).   

 

By forming a CWMA, landowners can more 

efficiently address infestations of non-native 

invasive plants that occur across ownership 

boundaries.  Invasive non-native plants can 

have devastating impact on fish and wildlife 

habitat, timber and agricultural yields, 

 

Finger Lakes National Forest,  

Hector, New York 

Forest Happenings!! 
Caring for the Land and Serving People 
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recreational opportunities, native plant 

communities, and local economies.   

  

Because these invasive plants disperse 

widely across the landscape and across 

property boundaries, it makes sense to work 

together to manage them. In addition, the 

number of new invasive species being 

introduced into local ecosystems continues 

to out-pace control activities, and is too 

much for any one agency or person to 

manage alone. 

 

For additional information, contact 

MaryBeth Deller at (802) 767-4261 ext. 524 or 

via email at mdeller@fs.fed.us. 

 

All Employee Meeting 

As many of you may know, the Finger Lakes 
National Forest has a very close tie to the 
Green Mountain National Forest.  We may 
be two separate National Forests, but are 
administered as one and a large amount of 
specialist support comes from folks 
stationed on the Green Mountain National 
Forest in Vermont. 

The two Forests generally have an All 
Employee Meeting once a year, where we 
can all get together and celebrate the great 
work accomplished on both units and in 
essence stay connected.   

The Finger Lakes National Forest played 
host this year – something that hasn’t 
happened here in over 10 years.  A large 
group of employees was able to venture 
over – many having never even visited the 
Forest.  By all accounts, it was a great day – 
and well worth the drive ! 

 

 

Recreation 

Camping 

A busy hunting season saw some high use 

for the Backbone Horse Camp.  Backbone 

Horse camp is available on a first come first 

serve basis and accepts donations.   

Blueberry Patch was closed following the 

Thanksgiving weekend due to forecasted 

snows.  You’ll see the gates opened again 

come May, after a clean-up and assessment 

of hazard trees. 

We continued to see high usage of National 

Forest land for dispersed camping, and 

expect to see only the occasional winter 

camping enthusiast through the cold 

months.  Perhaps it’s you!? 

Trails 

With reduced staffing over the winter 
months, we depend on you to alert us to 
unsafe trail conditions such as hazard trees.  
Please note, no trail will be perfectly safe in 
winter conditions due to mud and ice,  so 
extra precaution should be taken before 
setting out to prepare for the trails and 
weather.   That being said, we look forward 
to some snow and the potential for the 

mailto:mdeller@fs.fed.us
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public to be able to do some XC skiing or 
snowshoeing. 

Snowmobile Trails – Fence Warning 

Snowmobile riders should be alert to new 
riparian fences that now bisect snowmobile 
trails in FLNF pastures, particularly in 
Ballard pasture (South of Searsburg Road, 
East of Potomac Road) and Bumpus pasture 
(North of Searsburg Road, East of Potomac 
Road).  The fence has 16 foot gate openings 
at trail intersections.  Use caution and watch 
for reflectors. 

 

Wildlife 

Hunting Season 

 

By the time you’ve read this all big game 

hunting seasons have expired, leaving only 

some waterfowl and small game 

hunting/trapping seasons ongoing here on 

the Forest.   

 

While there were many deer hunters out on 

the forest this season, bow and gun alike, 

opening weekend for regular gun season 

proved to be pretty successful for many 

hunters.  Well over two dozen deer were 

harvested on the Forest on opening day 

alone, with this number being just a small 

fraction of what was taken during all 

seasons combined.   

 

While this number is merely anecdotal, it 

still suggests that this year’s harvest and 

coinciding deer population on and around 

the Forest is healthy and sufficient enough 

to accommodate the number of hunters that 

use the Forest every year. 

 

 

 

 

Fisher Monitoring 

 

The NY DEC will be conducting a portion of 

their fisher monitoring program here on the 

Forest this winter.  Information collected 

during this large-scale survey will be used to 

determine fisher densities in the region and 

help guide future management of fisher 

populations.  Results will be included in a 

Fisher Management Plan that is currently 

being prepared by DEC staff.  The study will 

be conducted across DEC Regions 4, 6, 7, 8 

and 9. 

 

 
 

The fisher (Martes pennanti) is a small 

carnivorous mammal native to North 

America. It is a member of the mustelid 

family, commonly referred to as the weasel 

family. The fisher is closely related to but 

larger than the American Marten (Martes 

americana). The fisher is a forest-dwelling 

creature whose range covers much of the 

boreal forest in Canada to the northern 

fringes of the United States 

 

Possible Pheasant Release (2015) 

 

We are also in the process of working with 

NY DEC in hopes of releasing pheasants in 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustelidae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weasel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Marten
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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some of our grassland and shrublands prior 

to the 2015 pheasant hunting season.  There 

will be more to come on this, with locations 

of those sites likely posted on both the NY 

DEC and FLNF websites.  Stay tuned. 

 

As always…anyone interested in 

volunteering with the wildlife program here 

on the Forest, please call or email Paul 

Widowski at 607-546-4470 or 

pwidowski@fs.fed.us 

 

Range 

Another grazing season is successfully 

closed, with FLNF staff busy preparing 

work plans and projects for the summer of 

2015.  Winter months will be spent 

summarizing the accomplishments of the 

Hector Grazing Association and planning 

contracts for mowing, riparian planting, 

pond improvement, and more.  As 

mentioned there is new riparian fencing in 

Bumpus, Ballard, Woodard, Pierson, and 

South Stevens pastures.  There is at least one 

gate per new section of fence, should 

hunters or hikers need access. 

Winter is also an important time for pastures 

to “rest.” Soils are saturated and more 

susceptible to compaction and grass growth 

is minimal to non-existent during the winter 

months.  Inventory of fencelines, corrals, 

and ponds can also be undertaken in the 

winter to be prepared for spring work. 

Forest Health 

With constant increases of native and non-

native forest health threats, the FLNF has 

one pest in particular that is quickly on the 

move, the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid.  Native 

to Asia, this insect hosts on the Eastern 

hemlock tree causing defoliation and 

eventual mortality.  Treatment of the pest 

has already been undertaken with biological 

and chemical control agents at Caywood 

Point, but the insect has since spread to 

numerous other locations on the Forest , 

including several ecological sensitive areas.   

Hemlock trees are critical to healthy 

ecosystems, and widespread mortality could 

have a catastrophic effect.  Hemlocks 

provide habitat for over 150 vertebrate 

species of mammals and birds.  Hemlock 

also provides for more biologically diverse 

streams, secure soils on steep slows, and 

prevent soil nutrient loss to adjacent 

waterways.  With this in mind, the FLNF 

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA) 

Suppression Project will seek the ability to 

stem the growing infestation through 

biological and chemical control. 

 

Figure 1 Typical Hemlock Forest, Ravine Trail, FLNF 

Currently a project development meeting is 

planned for Wednesday January 7th from 6-

8pm at the Hector Ranger District to seek 

public input on the project and priority 

treatment areas.  A separate open house and 

field trip will be held on Saturday, January 

31st. Both meetings are open to the public.  

For more information on the FLNF HWA 

mailto:pwidowski@fs.fed.us
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Suppression Project, feel free to contact Tim 

Noon at 607-546-4470 or twnoon@fs.fed.us 

 

Law Enforcement 

Tree Stands 

 

As a reminder, all tree stands and ground 

blinds must be removed from the National 

Forest prior to January 1 and clearly 

identified with the owners name and 

address in legible english.  In addition, no 

damage should be done to the tree in 

erecting this stands.  Failure to remove 

stands prior to January 1 may result in their 

confiscation. 

Snowmobiling 

Please be sure to abide by all NY State laws 

when operating a snowmobile on the 

National Forest trails.   

 
Remember the threshold for snowmobiling 

while intoxicated is .08 Blood Alcohol 

Content (BAC).   

 

US Forest Service Law Enforcement officers 

will be out this year ensuring all Forest trail 

users are remaining safe and following all 

state and federal laws. 

 

If you see any suspicious activities 

happening on the Forest, please contact Paul 

at (607) 546-4470 ext. 312. 

 

 

“Toys for Tots” 

 

Employees from the Finger Lakes National 

Forest (FLNF) recently took a trip up to the 

US Marine Corps Reserve station in 

Syracuse, NY to help sort toys alongside 

Marines.   This has become an annual 

holiday tradition for the staff of the Hector 

Ranger District to set up a Toys for Tots™ 

collection box in the visitor center of the 

office to give employees and public a 

location to drop off toys and help those less 

fortunate.   

 

According to Gunnery Sergeant Patrick 

Noll, Syracuse coordinator, his contingent of 

Marines often rely heavily on a volunteer 

workforce to help collect, sort and deliver 

toys to those in need.   

The FLNF staff spent the afternoon helping 

count and sort a large warehouse full of 

mailto:twnoon@fs.fed.us
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donated toys.  By the end of the day they 

had helped count and sort approximately 

1,300 toys.  This annual event not only helps 

the local communities and youth, but also 

gives the FLNF staff an opportunity to break 

away from their daily routines and step back 

and count their blessings.  Thank you to all 

those who have donated.   

And another Thank You to Marks Pizzeria 

in Ovid for donating a sheet pizza – which 

the staff brought for the Marines to enjoy.  

FLNF Staffer – Active in Air Force 

Reserves. 

Our own John Cody has been activated with 

the Air Force to support contingency 

operations in Syria and Iraq, as well as to 

support the troop draw down in Afganistan.  

John is a Load Master on C-5 cargo planes, 

flying equipmnet, supplies, and personnel to 

bases across the world.  In his past 30 days, 

John has flown to over 13 countries and 

spent over 100 hours in the air.  We’re proud 

of his efforts and will be happy to have him 

back on Finger Lakes terra firma! 

 

Figure 2 John with his "other car" 

Safety…How Not to Get Sick This 

Winter 

Do you worry about getting a cold? What 

about catching that nasty enterovirus that is 

going around? Or being bedridden with the 

flu? 

Interestingly, what may harm you is not 

necessarily the person coughing next to you, 

but the usual objects around you at work. A 

recent study found a virus that 

contaminated just one doorknob could 

spread to 40%-60% of workers and visitors 

in just 2-4 hours. 

That sounds almost fictional, but it’s true. 

Viruses can live on tables, phones, door 

handles, and even an elevator button for 

almost 8 hours. So, if you press that button 

and then touch your face, you may get that 

virus, even if a person with a cold touched it 

hours ago. 

As a physician, my job is to help people not 

get sick in the first place — and I believe 

prevention goes a long way. In the fall, we 

see many patients with colds and flu. 

Unfortunately, antibiotics do not help 

viruses such as these, and most of the 

illnesses can last 5-7 days. That can feel like 

a long time. Not getting the flu or 

enterovirus in the first place may be the best 

solution. 

So how do you protect yourself? Try these 

tips to handle some common situations well 

at work and greatly lower your risk of 

getting sick. 

1. Don’t touch your mouth or eyes without 

cleaning your hands first. Viruses that you 

might contact from touching elevator 

buttons, office doors, and bathroom taps can 

enter your body this way. High-traffic areas 

are likely to have more viruses on them. 

Also, try not to touch objects with your 
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fingers — instead, use the palm of your 

hand for door handles, or use your knuckle 

to press that button. 

2.  Wash hands properly and often. I cannot 

stress this one enough. I tell my patients to 

sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice while 

washing with soap, and to wash before 

eating. 

3. Get vaccines if available. Get your flu 

shot. In the past, the flu vaccine has 

prevented 71% of hospitalizations. 

4. Try not to share food or drinks. Again, 

this is an easy way to pass on an infection. 

You may be sick and not know it, or you 

might pick up someone else’s virus. So, stick 

to your own food. 

5. And lastly, don’t share those germs if you 

do get sick. Stay home and get some rest! 

With these simple tips, you can protect 

yourself and your family. Even though 

viruses are hardy and like to stick around, 

you can still outwit them and stay healthy, 

even in flu season. 

By Hansa Bhargava, MD 

WebMD Pediatrician and Medical Editor 

Mark Your Calendar… 

20th Annual Youth Fishing Derby – 

Saturday, May 16th 

More information coming soon! 

 

 

Check out this giant! 

 

This giant buck was shot by Skip Jacot on 

the Finger Lakes National Forest while 

hunting with his grandson Zachy Jacot.  The 

antlers measured 166 5/8 gross and 157 5/8 

net! 

From the Ranger… 

2014 has been an intesting year (challenging 

at times) on the Finger Lakes National 

Forest.  Change has been constant, then 

again it always is.  The one thing that never 

has changed nor waivered has been the 

dedication of my staff, and those from the 

Green Mountain NF who provide support to 

the Forest. 

As the District Ranger, I count my blessings 

to be able to work with such a dedicated and 

caring group of folks.  Thank you for all that 

you do, and keeping me grounded! 

To all those folks who enjoy visiting the 

Forest, I thank you as well.  To those, yet to 

visit – please do…the Finger Lakes National 

Forest is truly a “Hidden Gem” spend a few 

hours exploring it – and I’m sure you will 

agree! 

Happy Holidays - Jodie
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Green Tip… 
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Just For Fun! Just For Kids! 
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Just For Fun! Just For Kids! 

BONUS SHEET 
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