
Huntington-Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway 

Interpretive Plan Notes 

 

The contrasts along the Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway are striking.  As it winds 
to a summit of nearly 10,000 feet, it passes through high sandstone cliffs, narrow verdant canyons, 
broad valleys dominated with lakes, past glacial cirques still filled with snow, and fields of wildflowers.   

Along the way there is the Huntington Power Plant that generates 996 megawatts of electricity, the 
Skyline Coal Mine that produces about 5.5 million tons of coal every year, and coal conveyers, railroads 
and trucks.  Cattle and sheep graze along roadsides and in high mountain meadows. 

Among the folks working, are many more playing and enjoying their favorite outdoor recreation: fishing, 
hiking, camping, horseback riding, hunting, riding OHVs, snowmobiling, snowkiting and more.  Visitors 
are likely to see mule deer, maybe an elk, chipmunks, marmots, and soaring raptors.  Enchanting fields 
of flowers, grassy meadows, glistening streams, mountainsides of fir and aspen beckon sightseers and 
photographers. Whether they enjoy the orange and yellow leaves of aspen in fall or play in the deep 
drifts of snow in winter, every season offers travelers a rich experience. 

Communities in the valleys depend on the forest for life-giving water.  It is stored in the high mountain 
reservoirs and delivered to homes, farms and industry.   Water creates power through hydroelectric 
plants in Sanpete County and cools the turbines in coal-fired power plants in Emery County. 

The forest provides timber, wild seed for landscape restoration, botanicals for pharmaceutical research, 
firewood, Christmas trees and meadows for grazing.   

Such abundance may not be apparent to someone captivated by the scenery.  Nor does the colorful 
history of the place readily express itself.  To gain meaning from their experience along the byway, the 
visitor must rely on interpretation.    

Currently, the Stuart Guard Station Historic Site and Visitor Center gives travelers a glimpse into the 
history of the Manti-La Sal National Forest and the contributions of the Civilian Conservation Corps; the 
Mammoth Discovery Site at Huntington Reservoir tells the unique story of the discovery of a Columbian 
Mammoth in 1988.  Visitors can learn even more about the resources along the byway in a tabloid sized 
brochure developed in the 1990s.  There are 36 interpretive panels located at 17 wayside stops along 
the byway.  These, too, are twenty years old and are showing their age.   

Because the human touch is always best, visitors may learn more from information specialists and hosts 
at Stuart Guard Station, the Museum of the San Rafael, the Fairview Museum of Art and History, the 
Western Mining & Railroad Museum in Helper, the USU Eastern Prehistoric Museum, and the Castle 
Country Visitors’ Center. 
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Where It Is: 

The Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway winds across the Wasatch Plateau in central 
Utah.  Almost entirely on the Manti-La Sal National Forest, it was first designated as a National Forest 
Scenic Byway in 1992.  State Route (SR) 31 joins SR-284 and SR-96 to form the byway.  In the shape of a 
Y, the roads’ gateways are found in three distinctive landscapes:  Fairview City, on the east where SR-31 
joins SR-89, is a small historic farm town set in the wide, long fertile valleys of Sanpete County.  
Huntington City, at the west where SR-31 joins SR-10, sits at the foot of the escarpment of the plateau 
on the edge of a wide plain that leads to a primitive high-desert landscape.  Although farm fields 
surround Huntington City, residents here depend heavily on the coal and power industry for their 
livelihoods. The byway extends two miles northeast from Huntington City to Huntington State Park. The 
north leg of the Y passes by Scofield Reservoir and through Scofield town, a fishing and resort 
community set in a place called Pleasant Valley. Coal was mined here from the turn of the 20th century.  
From there the road travels through gentle hills to join SR-6 in Price Canyon, a steep but beautiful 
canyon that leads to Helper City, a historic railroad town.  

Map of the Byway: 
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Who Visits the Byway? 

Local residents, many visitors from northern Utah, and some from out of the state, come to the byway.  
Miners and power plant workers commute across the byway.  Travelers use it as the most direct paved 
route between the east and west valleys.  Some commercial traffic finds its way along the road.  Drovers 
take cattle and sheep to grazing allotments along the byway.  Managers of water systems come to 
inspect reservoirs, canals and ditches. 

Families and friends gather at camping areas.  Some weekends it appears there’s a party or family 
reunion around every bend in the road.  Kids roast marshmallows around a campfire, friends trek along 
a stream, fishing as they go, a couple sees the forest from the back of their horses, Boy Scouts on foot 
discover a national recreation trail.  Students come to learn about trees, animals, fish, and how to 
respect the natural world.  Youth groups come to summer camp.  Volunteers come.  They build trails, 
and fences, maintain campgrounds, talk to visitors, host campgrounds and treat weeds.   

Events bring snowkiters, snowmobilers, marathoners, and ATV riders.  Snow boarders have created their 
own favorite runs at the top of Fairview Canyon.  Geo-cachers seek hidden treasures here.  Hundreds 
come for no other reason than to see the beauty of the place in autumn, winter, spring or summer. 

Even so, it’s a big place, with space for solitude and quiet. 

Target Audiences: 

Casual 

Regional 

Travelers from Heritage Highway 89 

More students from the schools and youth groups 

Theme: 

The abundant and varied resources along the Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway 
have enriched people’s lives throughout history.  

Objective 1:  A majority of visitors will be able to describe at least three resources that can be 
found along the byway that they use or enjoy in their daily lives. 

Objective 2:  A majority of visitors will be able to retell at least one story of the people who lived 
or worked near the byway at the turn of the 20th century. 

Objective 3:  A majority of visitors will enjoy a connection with the natural features they see 
and/or experience along the byway. 
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Objective 4:   A majority of visitors will gain a deep appreciation for those who have gone 
before, who mined coal, developed water resources, and built the roads and trails they travel 
along. 

Objective 5:  A majority of visitors will want to extend their visit to the Byway, enjoying the 
scenery, the historic resources, and recreational opportunities like camping, fishing, hunting, or 
hiking. 

Objective 6:  A majority of visitors will want to return to the byway often, participating in 
different activities along or near the byway. 

Interpretive Exhibits Along The Byway 

Most signs will be 36” H X 42” W X 1/2” D, made of weather-durable materials. Die-cut shapes may be 
considered. 

Stop 1:  Huntington City Gateway Kiosk (Signs 1, 2, and 3 will be duplicated at Colton, Fairview and 
Huntington. Sign 4 will be unique at each site.) 

Theme:  Explore the Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway and surrounding attractions.  
There is a lot to see and a lot to do. 

Sign 1:  Byway Orientation Map Updates: 
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Sign 2:  Welcome to the Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway 
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Sign 3: The bounty of the Wasatch Plateau 
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Sign 4:  San Rafael Swell:   

 

Structure:  Use existing sign supports.  Add a UDOT Visitor Information Sign on the east side of the kiosk 
or on the eaves.  
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Stop 2:  Huntington Power Plant 

Sign 1:   

 

Sign 2:  Retain existing XTO sign. 
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Stop 3:  Tie Fork 

Sign 1: 
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Sign 2: 
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Stop 4:  Left Fork of Huntington Trailhead 
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Stop 5: Stuart Guard Station 
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Stop 6:  Fisherman’s Parking Lot  (Previously Designed and Fabricated) 
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Stop 7:  Sign at Electric Lake 

 

 

Stop 8:  Cleveland Reservoir (Junction with Miller Flat) 

Sign 1:  Motorized Recreation Map.  This is the spine of the Arapeen Trail.  Show camp symbols on map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motorized Trail Map Featuring the Arapeen 
Trail System 

(To be supplied by Bill Broadbear) 

15 
 



 

Stop 9:  Signs at South Skyline Drive Junction 

Sign 1 Need to consult with wildlife biologists, Need migration patterns, and role of birds on the plateau:
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Stop 9:  Fairview Overlook 

Sign 2: 
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Sign 3 Photo of Skyline Vista: 
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Stop 10:  Skyline Drive Parking Lot? 

Mountain Biking on Skyline Drive, ATV photo, Arapeen Trail Logo, Color code on Mountain Bike and ATV 
trails.  Wildlife and Wildflower picture. 
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Stop 11:  Flat Canyon 

Sign 1:  
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Sign 2:  Story of Kokanee Salmon – UDWR 

 

  
Kokanee salmon swim upstream from Electric Lake to lay their eggs (spawning).  The female will select a 
spawning site and, using her tail, dig a redd, a depression in the gravel.  There she will lay her eggs.  The 
male will guard the territory while she deposits her eggs; then he will fertilize them.  The female will 
cover the eggs with gravel, to protect them from predators.  As water flows through the redd, oxygen 
reaches the eggs.  If spawning gravel becomes clogged with dirt, the eggs will suffocate.  Clean gravel, as 
you can see in the stream, is critical for fish to spawn successfully. 

Kokanee salmon turn a red-orange color when they are ready to spawn and attract a mate.  Kokanee 
salmon spawn between late August and early October, with each female laying approximately 1000 eggs.  
Young kokanee emerge from the gravel in late winter and migrate back to the lake.  Unlike cutthroat 
trout, kokanee die after spawning.  Kokanee live for four years and return to the site where they 
emerged and spawn. 

Kokanee salmon were first introduced in May 2013 to Electric Lake when 28,000 fingerlings (3 inches) 
were stocked.   In May 2014 an additional 33,000 fingerling kokanee were stocked.  Supplemental 
stocking of fingerling kokanee salmon is planned for several years until a robust population exists.   
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Stop 12:   Skyline Mine  Sign 1: 

 

22 
 



 

23 
 



  
24 

 



Stop 13:  Scofield South 
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Sign 3:  Update current sign on Scofield Disaster and cemetery. 
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Stop 14:  Scofield North 

 

 

 

Kiosk at Colton: 

Use updated activity sign, map, and use updated Trains and coal sign. Use Existing Structure. 

Kiosk at Fairview City: 

Updated activity sign, map, Wasatch Plateau and use current information about pioneers in the valley, 
along with different pictures for a different look. Use Existing Structure. 
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PEDESTAL DRAWINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portrait Style  
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PEDESTAL DRAWINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portrait Style  

To make this work, front post would have 
to be 5’ (2’ buried, 3’ exposed) and back 
post would need to be 6’ (2’ buried, 4’ 
exposed). 
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PEDESTAL DRAWINGS 

Angled frames should be installed at a height of 30-34” from the bottom of the panel to the finished grade. 

Frames should be at a 30° angle. 

Vertical exhibits should be installed at a height of 24-28” from the bottom of the panel.  

Logs are approximately 8” diameter and 5-6’ long.  

The sign must be removable in the winter months to prevent damage and vandalism. 

The bracket holding the sign must allow for removal of sign by personnel, but must keep sign secure from visitors.   
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