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Campground Fee and Length of Stay Waiver Use Report 
 

Memorandum of Understanding  (MOU) Regarding 
Tribal-USDA Forest Service Relations on National Forest Lands 

Within the Territories Ceded in Treaties of 1836, 1837, and 1842 
 
Introduction 
The Forest Service has an MOU with nine Ojibwa Tribes that allows fee waivers for camping at 
Forest Service campgrounds.  The waiver applies to tribal members exercising treaty rights in 
the ceded territory areas of 1836, 1837 and 1842.   The Forest Service also agreed to waive 
length of stay restrictions at some campgrounds.   MOU Section VI. C. 9. outlines this provision, 
and appendices to the MOU address implementation and self regulation.  Each year the 
campground list is updated by the MOU parties and published hard copy and on the web. 
 
Either the Forest Service or a campground concessionaire, through a special-use permit, 
operates National Forest campgrounds.  Concession permits in place at the time of MOU 
approval in 1999 did not provide for a fee waiver for tribal use.  Since that time, as permits 
expired, a provision to honor the MOU campground fee waiver was built into the updated 
concession prospectus’s  and permits.  Currently all concession operated campgrounds on the 
Ottawa, Hiawatha and Chequamegon-Nicolet are now fee exempt.   
 
Procedures for Tribal Members Using Fee-Exempt Sites  
Outlined in the MOU Implementation Plan 2. b. 
In order to use any campsite within a fee exempt campground, a tribal member must: 

1. Obtain and follow the instructions of the Tribe’s Conservation Department, or its 
designee, as to what forms, documents or information are necessary; 

2. Follow the camping registration procedures and complete the paperwork generally used 
at the particular site in question; and 

3. Instead of paying a fee, provide the document(s) or information required by the Tribe’s 
Conservation Department, or its designee, to the campsite compliance personnel and/or 
place the required document(s) or information in and/or on a campsite fee envelope. 

4. Camp only at a site for which he or she has registered. 

Tribal Campground Use Data Gathering 
Based on the above procedure, yearly information on tribal free use is gathered in September 
from Forest Service recreation staff and campground concessionaires.  The information is used 
to update this report and reflects what tribal members indicated on their permits for the 
number of nights stay at the respective campground.    

Included in this report on the following page is an informational handout the Forest Service 
provides internally to staff for their awareness of the fee waiver provision and procedure. 
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Filling Out  

Forest Service Campground Fee Envelopes 

For Tribal Use 

 
Please fill in the requested information on the fee envelope to register.   

Tear off the envelope stub and attach to site post.   

  

Please review the campground’s posted rules and enjoy your visit! 

 

10. NAGFA Permit Number 
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CAMPGROUND FEE AND LENGTH OF STAY WAIVER USE REPORT

CHEQUAMEGON-NICOLET NF HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST

No. of No. of Average No. of No. of Average
FY Permits Nights Night/Permits FY Permits Nights Night/Permits

2001 50 186 3.7 2001 11 55 5.0
2002 47 148 3.1 2002 3 10 3.3
2003 57 291 5.1 2003 3 15 5.0
2004 88 377 4.3 2004 0 0 0.0
2005 95 457 4.8 2005 3 12 4.0
2006 114 430 3.8 2006 43 232 5.4
2007 62 284 4.6 2007 29 163 5.6
2008 183 904 4.9 2008 15 88 5.9
2009 168 993 5.9 2009 22 126 5.7
2010 147 799 5.4 2010 16 78 4.9
2011 130 847 6.5 2011 37 172 4.6
2012 147 710 4.8 2012 32 425 13.0
2013 72 430 6.0 2013 70 679 9.7

HURON-MANISTEE NATIONAL FOREST OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST

No. of No. of Average No. of No. of Average
FY Permits Nights Night/Permits FY Permits Nights Night/Permits

2001 0 0 0 2001 26 182 7.0
2002 0 0 0 2002 21 146 7.0
2003 0 0 0 2003 39 228 5.8
2004 0 0 0 2004 24 251 10.5
2005 0 0 0 2005 37 276 7.5
2006 0 0 0 2006 58 578 10
2007 0 0 0 2007 67 610 9.1
2008 0 0 0 2008 41 356 8.7
2009 0 0 0 2009 64 476 7.4
2010 0 0 0 2010 51 421 8.2
2011 0 0 0 2011 44 357 8.0
2012 0 0 0 2012 40 286 7.2
2013 0 0 0 2013 25 207 8.0
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Campground Fee & Length of Stay Waiver Use Report 
Hiawatha National Forest 

Lake Michigan
Carp River
Monocle Lake
Bayview
Soldier Lake
Three Lakes
Brevort

2013 Note: for East Side Campgrounds including Bayview, Brevort, Carp River, Lake Michigan, Monocle Lake, Soldier Lake, and Three lakes.   
The permit numbers for 2013 include tribal use from both the 1999 MOU tribes and the 2006 MOU tribes.  The concessionaire did not 
account for use seperately.   Also, the permit numbers reported for the campgrounds listed above do not include the month of August. 
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Huron Manistee Naitonal Forest
Campground Fee and Length of Stay Waiver Use Report
Under the 1999 MOU 

2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013
Benton Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Highbank Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kneff Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nichols Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Old Grade 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pines Point 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ravine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Timber Creek 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bowman Bridge na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Gleasn's Landing na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Pine Lake na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Bear Track na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Sand Lake Rec Area na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Lake Michigan Rec Area na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Seaton Creek na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Hemlock na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0
Peterson Bridge na 0 0 0 0 na 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Number of 
Permits

Number of 
Nights
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