Cove Creek Cattle & Horse Allotment’s
2014 Annual Monitoring Report
for the

US Fish and Wildlife Service’s 7/27/2010 Biological Opinion
(File # 114.0600, 14420-2010-F-0375)

APPENDIX C

Annual Monitoring Report Form for Actions covered under the Service's Biological
Opinion for Grazing on Allotments Managed by the Salmon Challis National Forest.

Please submit annually by March 1 to the Supervisor of the Service's Eastern Idaho Field
Office,4425 Burley Dr., Suite A, Chubbuck, Idaho 83202; telephone (208)237-6975. Please
include name and contact information in case additional information is needed.

1. What was the name of the stream in this allotment surveyed for impacted redds?
Big Timber Creek. See attached bull trout redd survey.

2. What was the date of the survey, and what were the water conditions?

The survey date was 9/2/2014 and the water conditions were normal and clear.
See attached bull trout redd survey.

3. Which stream segment was surveyed and how many redds and impacted redds were found?
(Please give GPS start and stop points for segments)?

There was one bull trout redd observed and no bull trout redds were impacted. The GPS
UTM starting location was Zone 12T, Easting 0308675, Northing 4935821. The GPS UTM
stopping location was Zone 12T, Easting 0309043, Northing 4936669. See attached bull
trout redd survey. The stream segment surveyed was selected because of private land
access issues in the lower Big Timber Creek stream reaches within the Cove Creek
Allotment.

4. What was the date that livestock were removed from the pasture with surveyed stream
segment?

According to the Actual Use On/Off dates given to the Forest by the Permittee 5 cow/calf
pairs were in the Cove Creek Unit between 9/29 and 10/28. See attached Cove Creek
C&H Allotment’'s 2014 End of the Year Report.

5. Did this number exceed the scale anticipated in section VII of the Biological Opinion?
NO

6. Were there any changes to the grazing management that differed from the proposed grazing
management in the Forest's Biological Assessment? If yes, what were they?



6. Were there any changes to the grazing management that differed from the proposed grazing
management in the Forest's Biological Assessment? If yes, what were they?

There were no changes to the grazing management as described in the 2010 Biological
Assessment. See attached Cove Creek C&H Allotment’s 2014 End of the Year Report.

7. Were there any unexpected circumstances or events that resulted in impacts beyond those
anticipated in the Forest's Biological Assessment or the Service's Biological Opinion? If yes,
please describe.

There were no unexpected circumstances or events that resulted in impacts beyond what
the forest anticipated in the 2010 Biological Assessment.

Salmon-Challis National Forest Official: /ﬂgh/a >/d/—&u

Daniel A. Garcia
Salmon-Challis National Forest
North Zone Districts Fishery Biologist

Date: 0.2473 476/1 —
/7

Contact Information:
Salmon/Cobalt Ranger District, 311 McPherson St South, Salmon, ID 83467
(208) 756-5237 or dgarcia@fs.fed.us

The attached Cove Creek C&H Allotment’s 2014 End of the Year Report was prepared by:
Ingrid Drieling — Rangeland Management Specialist (Leadore Ranger District)
(208) 768-2516 or idrieling@fs.fed.us

Results of the Range Allotment’s implementation and effectiveness monitoring will be available
at the following website:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/landmanagement/resourcemanagement/?cid=STELPRDB530
8989

The attached Big Timber Creek bull trout redd survey was reviewed and finalized by: Daniel A.
Garcia - North Zone Districts Fishery Biologist (Salmon/Cobalt Ranger District)




COVE CREEK C&H ALLOTMENT

2014 END OF YEAR REPORT

North Zone Salmon-Challis National Forest

Leadore Ranger District

MANAGEMENT
Term Grazing Permit Authorized Use Actual Use
. Head | Season HM Head | Season Head Season
Fenmliaee | WU er Months | of use N2 Months | of use RRITTIEE Months | of use
310c¢/c: 5 1402 7/7-
James 7/1- c/con FS 23 7/1- 176 c/c 8/24
Whittaker | 2/ | NTE23 | 1105 | 3050n FS/1379 | 11/15 310 yr 4>8 9/29-
Private Private 10/28
*This allotment is an on/off permit and is 98% Private property and 2% USFS Land
Unit Schedule
Unit Numbers Authorized Head Actual Season Head
Season of Use | Months of Use Months
310 c/c: 5¢c/con FS 1402 7/7-8/24 9/29-
Cove Creek 305 on Private 7/1-11/15 10/28 458

Compliance with unit Schedule in AOI: Unit moves complied with critical dates for cattle
presence with spawning and incubating fish, per the Biological Assessment, USFWS 2010 Cove
Creek Biological Opinion, and NMFS 2010 Cove Creek Allotment Concurrence Letter. Moves
were conducted by the permittee on or before scheduled move dates.

Allotment Inspections: Allotment inspections were conducted on the following dates: 7/9 and
11/6. Allotment inspections consist of a Range Specialist and/or Range Technician visiting the
allotment to check on location of livestock, improvement condition and/or monitor for annual
indicators.

Compliance with special Terms and Conditions regarding livestock locations and management
practices:

Term and Condition 1 for Reasonable and Prudent Measure 1
J The whole of this report addresses this term. Conservation measures were followed.
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Term and Condition 1 for Reasonable and Prudent Measure 2
e A meeting was held in 2011 with the permittee to discuss the feasibility of installing a
fence that will preclude livestock from Entering Big Timber Creek at that time it was
determined a fence was not needed. This will be revisited with the permittee in 2015.

MONITORING DATA

Annual Indictor Monitoring: For the 2014 grazing season, monitoring was completed at
Designate Monitoring Areas (DMAs) using the Multiple Indicator Monitoring (MIM) technical
reference (Burton, 2012). Upland monitoring was completed using the Landscape Appearance
Method or Height —-Weight method (USDI, BLM 1996). Utilization for the 2014 grazing season
met the use standards and annual indicators in the AOI, BA and BO. PLEASE REFER TO THE
ATTACHED TABLE AND PHOTOS FOR ANNUAL INDICATOR RESULTS.

Long Term Monitoring: During the 2014 grazing season, long term riparian monitoring was
completed using the MIM protocol (Burton 2012) in the Cove Creek C&H Allotment along Big
Timber Creek.

Permit Administration: No unauthorized livestock were found on the allotment outside of the
authorized dates during the 2014 grazing season.

OTHER INFORMATION
Growing Season Conditions: Precipitation for the District was below normal for 2014. The

precipitation information for the District is included in the table below. While this information
is collected at the Leadore 2 weather station in Leadore, Idaho and is not specific to an
allotment area, it gives an idea of the available moisture on the District.

Month Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | Jun. | Jul. | Aug. | Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Total

Precipitation

) 111|004 03 |051| 02 |045|056|061]013] 54 3.91
(in.) 2014
Average
"r(frf')pfritr';’” 034021043 |068|134]|1.27|077|069|085|061]|0.44]|043]| 8.06
1965-2013
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2014 COVE CREEK C&H ALLOTMENT MONITORING DATA

Actual Grazing Schedule

Allowable Standards

Actual Results

Unit On Off Date L L
Name Date Date Read Riparian Upland Riparian Upland
i Hydric i
Ggfuek:]killze Y 6in. Gsrfueg\kl)llr;e Carex spp. 10.9in.
Cove SPP.
Creek Bank Bank
o 0, 0, 0, o)
Unit 7/7 10/28 | 7/9,11/6 Alteration N/A 10% 50% Alteration N/A 0% 20.72%
Cove
Creek Browse | Willow [ 30% Browse | Prominently
. 12.2%
Use Alder 20% Use Willow ssp.
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Bull Trout Redd Survey Salmon-Challis National Forest (North Zone) (last edited 8/11/2014)
Yo the Cnve Crecll v

Biological Opinion Name: o

- bathe Cou Cm b bistrony
Biological Opinion Number: Bl # 114,000 and |4 Y2p -2.010 g~ @395
Stream Name: B‘”} —\/]M ber Cr e AL Survey Date: c’/ 2—/ 14
Allotment Name: _COvet Cveel Unit Name: (vt Cre ek

Start Time: ) ’ ] 60 am _ Stop Time: |30 "} Number of Pictures Taken:

Stream Segment Length on GPS: O’ 24 & fene fine

Estimated Stream Segment Length measured with GIS:

Site Directions: HIN"} 28 S Y uﬁé‘“"’ff - Wegr on LC@ Cr l&l o Tmé?er Cr
pa . H1oS Gllow Past Stne resey o Jowoed_Biq Timbey Jailhecd
(o (B on 4 OISB_1hv wood gate, Tat (@) affer gate on #0IS
down oupod shram. r“hﬂﬁwf o @ NeAY cy. 6‘0%‘\ NND Fark bclere

fere —F Top 1S5 btlows (en e (¢ v,

Survey Crew: Slavin, A nCo, ANathanm M avefle 21 N\
(top) H;0 Temp: “HF Air Temp: SQ‘F Elevation: 6975 A
(bottom) H,0 Temp: 4 ¢°€F Air Temp: 26°F Elevation: 68 9.5 &4

Starting Location GPS (UTM): Zone 2-T_Easting 030 ¢, 7%  Northing ‘9 35&2|
Y

Degree Decimal: N: ""'q 545 032«‘ W: “3‘ 4 0873

Stopping Location GPS (UTM): Zone / 7—TEasting M_Qﬁ_a__ Northing 493666 q
o

Degree Decimal: N: “f"t 65 29 5 w:_| |‘5 4o t42°

Number of Live Adult bull trout Observed: 2" ( [ocated on R&)

Number of bull trout Redds Observed: 1

Number of bull trout Redds Observed that Livestock Trampled: g

Comments:

Walev: cleor

No atHe in aves
o1y Spall pockets of 9228 Spamming gmrels

Page 1




Bull Trout Redd Survey Salmon-Challis National Forest (North Zone) (last edited 8/11/2014)

Comments continued:

Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:
Completed Redd:

Completed Redd:

Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:
Degree Decimal:

Degree Decimal:

N HH.55317°

w: 113.40665°
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