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TRAIL NAME: #1161 GILPIN LAKE 

TRAIL BEGINNING: 8480' elevation (2585m) at 
Slavonia Trailhead. 

TRAIL ENDING: 9840' elevation (2999m) at the saddle 
between Gilpin and Gold Creeks. 

LENGTH: 5.7 mi (9.2km) 
 
RECOMMENDED SEASON: 
Summer | Fall  

ACCESS #1: Drive west out of Steamboat Springs on Hwy. 
40 approximately 2 miles and turn right on Elk River Road 
(County Road 129). Follow CR 129 about 18 miles to the 
Seedhouse Road (NFSR 400; also CR 64) and turn right. 
Continue for 11 miles to the end at the Slavonia Trailhead 
parking area. 

USE: Very Heavy 

 
DIFFICULTY: Moderate 

 
USGS MAP(S): Mt. Zirkel Quad 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS: Gilpin Lake, named for Governor William Gilpin, is one of the 
most popular destinations within the Mount Zirkel Wilderness. It offers a 29 acre, blue alpine lake of magnificent beauty 
and views of the nearby Sawtooth Range. The trail winds through thick forests of conifer trees, wildflower meadows and 
avalanche paths following Gilpin Creek most of the way up to the lake. 

Due to the popularity and easy accessibility of this trail, this area receives some of the highest use of any area in this 
wilderness. This trail is not suggested if you are seeking solitude. Gilpin, Gold Creek and Three Island Lake Trails are 
the most heavily used areas on the district. If seeking solitude, please refer to trails less heavily traveled. Overuse and 
abuse have led to implementing special regulations to protect fragile shoreline areas and provide for solitude. Regulations 
prohibit camping within 1/4 mile of the lake.  

NARRATIVE: Once you have started up the trail, it will quickly fork; stay left to continue towards Gilpin Lake. You 
will enter the Mount Zirkel Wilderness after 1.6 miles (from the trailhead). Once you reach the lake, the trail continues up 
and over the saddle behind the lake, dropping down to connect with the Gold Creek Lake Trail #1150. If you continue right 
(downhill) on the #1150 this will take you back to the Slavonia trailhead completing an 11 mile loop. Enjoy your hike! 
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