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March 2015 

 
FEMALE PINYON NEEDLE SCALES HAVE ALREADY LAID THEIR EGGS IN THE 

PRESCOTT AREA 
 
According to the Arizona State Forestry Division, female pinyon needle scales already laid their 
eggs in the Prescott area in February. This complex native insect which defoliates and kills 
pinyon pines, can be found spread over thousands of acres from Prescott Country Club to the 
Prescott Basin, and to Williamson Valley past Hootenanny Holler.  
                                                                                                                    
Due to the very warm temperatures we’ve experienced this year, female scales have already 
emerged from their over-wintering stage on the needles. Very noticeable clusters of yellow eggs 
held together in loose, white, cottony webbing were laid by the females mainly on the trunk, at 
the base of the tree, in branch crotches and along the underside of branches. The females die 
shortly after egg laying is completed and can be seen imbedded in the egg mass.  
 

                                  
 
Due to the early activity triggered by the warm temperatures, eggs will very likely start hatching 
by late March reinfesting the tree. Remove the eggs from your trees as soon as possible! 
      
                                                                            
Heavily infested pinyons can be easily detected by the yellow or orange discoloration of older 
needles towards the back of the branch.  The needles are covered with small, black, bean-shaped 
scales which pierce the foliage and remove the sap, causing the needles to discolor, dry, and fall 
off. 
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