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Regional Forester’s direction guides Travel 
Management process 

BAKER CITY, OREGON – Finish the existing conditions maps. Finish Subpart A of 

Travel Management. Then pause until Plan Revision is complete before starting 

Subpart B.  

That’s the direction from Regional Forester Jim Pena to the Wallowa-Whitman and 

other Blue Mountain Forests.  

“The Regional Forester has directed the Forest to continue to gather information on the 

existing condition maps as the review period ends on March 31st, as we are close to the 

end of the public review period and information on the use of roads is still needed,” Forest 

Supervisor Tom Montoya said.  

“The purpose of these maps is not to open or close roads, but rather to determine if routes on 

the maps exist on the ground, and if they are being used.” 

The existing  condition maps are a compilation of information collected from the public, the 

counties and tribes over the past eight years, plus the Forest Service’s own road inventory 

records. The public review and corrections period will end March 31, 2015.  

“To date the Forest has received some valuable information that will aid us in the 

future when we start back up with subpart B,” Montoya said 

In a letter dated March 17, 2015, Regional Forester Jim Pena directed the 

Wallowa-Whitman to complete Subpart A of the Travel Management Rule by 
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the end of 2015. Subpart A is also known as the minimum road analysis and is separate from the 

existing condition maps.   

Subpart A addresses the administration of the Forest Transportation System; however it is not a 

decision document, it is an analysis of what is needed to administer and maintain the forest road 

system, it is used to determine what is needed by the Forest to manage the Forest only as a 

reference for future project-level decisions and planning efforts.  

Plan revision addresses roads in a very general way and the re-engagement will include 

discussions about access, Montoya said. “There will be opportunities for the public to take part in 

the re-engagement across the blue mountain forests and we will announce those on our website 

and through local media as they are scheduled.”  

Upon completion of the Forest Plan Revision, which is anticipated to occur in 2016, the Forest will 

resume the development of Subpart B of the 2005 Travel Management Rule. 

“Subpart B will include more opportunities for the public to participate in the planning process,” 

Montoya said. Subpart B will be use all the information gathered to date, including any updated 

information needed for the existing condition maps.  

The direction from the Regional Forester also asks that the Wallowa-Whitman continue to 

implement past roads specific National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) decisions and existing 

Forest orders. This includes travel decision made under the Hells Canyon Comprehensive 

Management Plan, Sled Springs and Bald Angel Travel decisions.   

The Forests in the Blues have also been advised to continue to look at the road system as a part 

of their project level analysis, including forest restoration activities.    

“Current and future analysis of site specific projects will address the impact of the forest road 

system on resources while also addressing public access needs - this may include, closing roads 

and/or lifting of restrictions on portions of Forest roads,” Montoya said. 

All proposed actions, including public participation opportunities, are published in the Federal 

Register (https://www.federalregister.gov/) and posted on the Forest’s Schedule of Proposed 

Actions (SOPA) webpage (http://www.fs.fed.us/sopa/forest-level.php?110616). They are also 

https://www.federalregister.gov/
http://www.fs.fed.us/sopa/forest-level.php?110616
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posted on the WWNF website (http://www.fs.usda.gov/wallowa-whitman/) and in the local 

newspaper of record. 

### 

How to take part in the existing conditions mapping process: 

The maps are simplified and display National Forest System (NFS) roads and motorized trails that 

are open and being used by some type of motorized vehicle during some part of the year (in 

Green on the maps); NFS roads that are closed and not being used by motorized vehicles (in Red 

on the maps); NFS roads that have been closed but are still being used by motorized vehicles (in 

Yellow on the maps); and NFS roads which have been closed at some point in time but neither the 

public nor the employees have reported any motorized vehicle use information for these roads (in 

Gray on the maps). 

The existing condition map sets, comment forms, and printing instructions are available for 

download from the web at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/ExistingConditionRoadUseMaps.  The 

public may also request a CD with all the maps on it and printing instructions by calling 541-523-

1246 or 541-523-1208.  A set of printed maps have also been provided to the Baker, Union, 

Wallowa, and Grant County Commissioners; the Nez Perce Tribe and Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla; and the libraries in Baker City, Enterprise, and La Grande.  In addition, map sets are 

available for viewing at the Wallowa-Whitman Ranger District Offices in Joseph, La Grande, Baker 

City, and Halfway. 

Information can be submitted by dropping the forms in collection boxes located at each District 

office; mailing them to: WWNF Road Use Map Information, 3502 Highway 30, La Grande, 

Oregon  97850; or by emailing them to: wwnf_travel_mgmt_plan@fs.fed.us. For additional 

information or questions, call 541-523-1246, 541-962-8501, or 541-523-1208.  
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