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Opportunity to Object
Kootenal National Forest
Montanore Project Final E1S and Draft ROD

The Kootenai National Forest (KNF) has issued ils Final Environmental
Impact  Staternen!  (Final  EIS) Enata, and Draft Record of Decision|
(ROD) for the Monlanore Project. The Montanore Projecl is a proposed
copper and silver underground mine located about 18 miles south of
[Libby near the Cabinel Mountains of northwestem Montana.

The responsible official for this decision is-Forest Supervisor Oh_ﬂa'l_'oph'ér

Savage. ; X

est website at:
Hitp:/fwoww.Is.usda. gov/pro) Bc!sikod!anélﬁaﬂdrrmafemérw’m]m and
copies will be mal !ainec) at public libraries in Libby, Thompson Falls,
Heron, and Missoula. Notice of document availability will be sent to
those who submitted comments on the Draft EIS or Supplemental Draft
EIS. Hard coples and compact discs of the Final EIS and Draft ROD
documents are available upon request. The Montana Depariment of En-
vironmental Quality (DEQ), the co-lead agency for the project, has not is-
sued its Final EIS at this time. r

The KNF and DEQ issued a joint Draft EIS for the Montariore Project In
February, 2009, and Supplemental Draft EIS in September, 2011 for pub-
lic comment, In response 1o Ag:hlic comment, the agencies revised the
agancies' mine allernatives (Altemnatives 3 and 4) and transmission line
alignments (Altematives C-R, D-R, and E-R). The agencies' proposad
monitoring and mitigation plans (Appendix C) also were revised.

The KNF will use the analysis in the Final EIS to determine whether to Is-
sue approvals necessary for construclion and operation of the Monlanore
Project. The KNF's preferred mine alternative Is Alleralive 3, Agency
IMmgaie‘d Poorman Impoundment Alternative, and preferred fransmission
line altenative is Allernative D-R, Miller Creek Transmission Line Alter-
nalive. The rationale for selecting these altematives and appm\lmg a
Elgl's of Operations for the Montanore Project is Included in the Draft

In 2013, the Forest Service revised its regulations regardi? administra-
live review of decisions made pursuant to the National Environmantal
Policy Acl. The proposed project is not authorized under the Heallhy
Farests Restoration Act; therefore it is subject.lo 36 CFR 218, Subparis
A and B. The Montanore Project was originally scoped undar the provi-
sions ol 36 CFR 215. Under current regulations, individuals or organiza-
lions who submitted specific, written comments In response lo ping|
jconducted under 38 CFR 215, or provided comments to the Draft EIS or
iSupplemental Draft EIS will be considered to have standing to object un-
der 36 CFR 218, Subparts A and B.

Issues raised in objections must be based on previously submitted|
Himely, specific writlen commenlts regarding the proposed project unless
the issue is based on new informalion arising afler the designated com-
ment opporiunities. "
The following address should be used for objections sent by regular mail}
to: Objection Reviewing Officer, USDA Forest Service, Northern Region,
P.O. Box 7669, Missoula, MT 59807. Objeclions sent by private carrier
or hand delivery must go to: Objection Feviewing Officer, USDA Forest
Service, Northern Region, 200 East Broadway, Missoula, MT 59807. O
fice hours are Monday through Friday, B:00am to 4:30pm, excluding Fed-
eral holidays.

Objeclions can be faxed lo the Objection Reviewing Officer at (406
329-3411, The fax coversheel needs fo include a subject line wit
"Monlanore Project Objection” and should specify the number of pages
being submitted.
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