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Allegheny National Forest Proposes Emerald Ash Borer Study

Warren, Pa. (April 17, 2015) — The Allegheny National Forest is proposing to conduct a study on the
effectiveness of different treatment methods to suppress emerald ash borer populations, in order to
maintain healthy ash trees. The forest is collaborating with two other branches of the Forest Service:
State and Private Forestry’s Forest Health Protection Group and the Northern Research Station.

Emerald ash borer is an exotic, wood boring beetle native to Asia that attacks all species of North
American ash trees. It has killed an estimated 50 million ash trees in the United States and Canada
since 2002. “We are anticipating a near total loss of ash trees across the Allegheny National Forest
because there are no effective landscape scale treatment options for emerald ash borer right now,”
said Andrea Hille, Forest Silviculturist. “That’s why this study is so important because the loss of ash
will impact forest health, biodiversity, and public safety.”

If approved, the study would begin in June, and approximately 600 individually selected trees spread
throughout the forest would be identified for treatment. Trees would either be treated with insecticide
(injecting it into the trunk or soil, or treating the immediately surrounding soil) or by releasing a
biological control (predatory wasps that feed on emerald ash borer) in the vicinity.

Additional information is available at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=46764. The ANF is
seeking comments about this project. This may be the only opportunity to comment on this project
before a decision is made. Comments should be submitted by May 15 through any of these methods:

e Mail: Sherry Tune, Forest Supervisor; Allegheny National Forest; 4 Farm Colony Dr.; Warren,
PA 16365

e [ax: 814.726.1465

e Email: comments-eastern-allegheny@fs.fed.us. Please enter the project name (Ash
Conservation Study) on the subject line and include your name and physical mailing address
with your comments

¢ Hand-delivered and verbal comments may be accepted weekdays between 8:00 am and 4:30
pm at the Supervisor's Office, 4 Farm Colony Dr.; Warren, PA 16365 or by calling
814.728.6100.

For more information about this project, please contact Andrea Hille, Forest Silviculturist, at
814.728.6161 or ahille@fs.fed.us.
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The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with a mission of
sustaining the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region has 17 national forests
and one national tallgrass prairie located throughout 20 Midwestern and Eastern states. We're spread
from Maine to Minnesota and from Maryland to Missouri. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/R9.

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and
private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. The public
lands that the Forest Service manages, contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year
through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water
supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in
stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S. and includes 100
million acres that are urban forests where most Americans live. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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