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Regional Office

2014 Wildlife Program Accomplishments

Highlights of 2014 Regional Office accomplishments
include:

* Provided input and expertise to the Malheur to assist in
their Accelerated Restoration effort.

* In collaboration with TNC, co-authored a paper on
evaluating forest structure restoration needs across Oregon
and Washington

* Provided technical support for the new elk habitat models
being developed by PNW.

* Coordinated surveys on 30 transects for the third year of
a 6-year white-headed woodpecker monitoring program in
cooperation with the Rocky Mountain Research Station
(RMRS).

* Coordinated effectiveness monitoring for white-headed
woodpecker on the Southern Blues CFLRP cooperation with
RMRS and the Malheur NF.

* Advertised and filled a DecAID Center of Excellence (COE)
— See DecAID COE Accomplishments.

* Conducted trainings on the application of DecAlID in dead
wood analysis for NEPA documents for both regional
silviculturists and regional NEPA planners.

* Helped coordinate the Region 6 Competitive Challenge
Cost Share program that funded 38 projects across the
Region and distributed $1,101,597 in R6 CCS funding.

* Participated in a review of the Terrestrial Habitat Program
on the Mount Baker Snoqualmie.

* Participated in several Environmental Review Committee
reviews of Forest Projects.

* Participated on six Rapid Assessment Team assignments
responding to fire events.

* In conjunction with DRM organized region wide GIS data
layers for ease of use and access on the T drive.

* Participated in an integrated assessment of the Umatilla
aquatics program.
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* Assisted the TES program in developing
guidance to the field regarding Northern spotted
owl litigation.

* Assisted with Danger Tree and Hazard Tree
training workshops.

* Participated as member of Regional Climate
Change Group to incorporate wildlife
considerations in climate change vulnerability
assessments and priorities.

* Participated on the Climate Change Resource
Center (CCRC) Focus Group to help make CCRC
more useful to land managers.

* Held interagency cooperation meetings with
ODFW, BLM and the USFWS.

* Had two acting Regional Wildlife Biologists, Joe
Doerr and Josh Chapman.

* Coordinated with ODFW on their Oregon
Conservation Strategy Update.

* Assisted in preparing for a Northwest Forest
Plan Science Synthesis.

* Advised ongoing Forest Plan Revisions for the
Blue Mountains and Colville National Forests.

Contacts:
Josh Chapman, 503-808-2901
Kim Mellen-McLean, 503-808-2677

R6 Regional Office
1220 SW Third Avenue
Portland, OR 97201




Regional Office

2014 Threatened and Endangered Species Program
Accomplishments

T&E program goals are to: (1) recover threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate (TEPC) species; (2) coordinate
and collaborate with states, federal agencies and non-governmental organizations to conserve and restore TEPC species
habitat and populations; and (3) provide technical assistance concerning the Endangered Species Act and its
implementation and Forest Service T&E policy and procedures.

Regional Office accomplishments include:

* Continued to make focused investments on monitoring
and small scale restoration projects for listed and de-listed
wildlife species. Projects were completed on 10 National
Forest and the Columbia River Gorge Scenic Area for
Peregrine Falcons, Bald Eagles, Gray Wolf, Silverspot
butterfly, and Western Snowy Plover.

* Assisted Rogue River-Siskiyou, Fremont-Winema, and
Umpgua NFs on issues associated with the new Rogue wolf
pack in the Cascades by summarizing literature, providing
examples analyses, and facilitating a conference call with
other Forests.

*  Worked with FWS and regional staff on ways to +  Worked with Oregon Biodiversity Information
streamline process for Barred Owl removal. Center and Washington Natural Heritage Program to
* Prepared a biological assessment on national aerial fire assess the status of redband trout across non-
retardant consultation on the Northern Spotted Owl anadromous portions of it range in Oregon and

CH. Assisted Olympic NF on Taylor Checkerspot and Colville Washington.

NF Woodland Caribou retardant consultations. « Working on important revisions of the regional

* Continued to provided technical advice to Forests on Aquatic Riparian Conservation Strategy (ARCS).

the Swanson Owl Estimation methodology lawsuit for * Participated on NEPA and ESA reviews on the
Northern Spotted Owl. Mount Baker Snoqualmie and Okanagan Wenatchee

NFs.

* Assembled comments on proposed listing of
Oregon Spotted Frog (OSF) under ESA. Substantial
comments focused on the FWS use of the National
Wetlands Inventory data to map proposed critical
habitat which didn’t accurately capture all potential
habitats.

* Assisted with the WO evaluation of the adequacy
existing Forest Service aquatic conservation strategies
as a result of the Cottonwood Environmental Law
Center NOI regarding the bull trout CH designation.

* Assisted WO in manual direction of 2670
(Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate
species) and 2680 (Species of Conservation Concern)
revision. The current manual is 30 years old and
requires technical revisions to harmonize with the new
planning regulation.

Contacts: John Chatel, 503-808-2972
Scott Woltering, 503-808-2469
Anne Poopatanapong, 503-808-2663

R6 Regional Office
1220 SW Third Avenue
¥ Portland, OR 97204




Regional Office

2014 Interagency Special Status/Sensitive Species

rogram and Survey & Man

Highlights of 2014 Regional Office accomplishments:

*  83% (S475K) of ISSSSP budget provided to 17 Forests to
fund priority inventory and conservation planning projects
and for participation in species conservation work groups.
* Guided and improved species management and
strengthened NEPA analysis through Regional direction,
oversight and editing of many valuable conservation tools
and inventory efforts:

o 3 conservation assessments.

o 37 species fact sheets.

o 55 inventory, monitoring, and restoration projects.

o Legacy data clean-up and development of 3 taxa-

specific NRIS data entry guidelines.

* Improved Mardon skipper butterfly conservation by
guiding the development of 26 site management plans, and
providing funding for implementation of plan actions
associated with 11 sites.
* Developed and implemented an interagency approach to
provide for Bat Center of Excellence needs for BLM and FS.
This includes the establishment of an interagency work group
comprised of 6 field personnel that will guide filling
conservation and inventory information gaps.
* Strengthened botanists’ NEPA skills through development
and implementation of fungi NEPA and effects analysis
training session for Sensitive and Survey and Manage fungi
species.
*  Through partnership with The Smithsonian Institution,
made progress in resolution of aquatic snail taxonomy of
Juga throughout Oregon and Fluminicola in the Rogue-
Umpqua Basin.
* In partnership with The Xerces Society, improved 114
botanists’ and wildlife biologists’ survey and identification
skills for native bumblebees through sponsoring 3 Bumble
Bee workshops in Oregon and 1 in Washington.

Gray blue butterfly, Plebejus podarce klamathensis. InJune
2014, the Umpqua NF found a new site near the northern

boundary of the Forest that is now the northernmost known
population. Photo taken by Josh Chapman/Richard Helliwell.

* Gained knowledge on Mardon skipper peak
flight times and population trends due to
implementing the Mardon skipper sentinel site
distance sample monitoring in coordination with
The Xerces Society.

* Specimen identification services provided for
the field units for more than 1,200 vouchers of
lichens, bryophytes, fungi, and invertebrate
species. This improves project design and
contributes to our understanding of regional
natural diversity.

* Recognized Terri Stone, Umpqua National
Forest, for her years of providing exceptional
technical assistance to the Regional Office in
ArcGIS, NRIS databases, and biological data
management.

Contacts:
John Chatel, 503-808-2972
Rob Huff, 503-808-6479
Carol Hughes, 503-808-2661
Darci Rivers-Pankratz, 503-808-2688
Mark Skinner, 503-808-2150
Kelli Van Norman, 503-808-6606

R6 Regional Office
1220 SW 3 Avenue
Portland, OR 97204

)



2014 Avian Conservation Program
Accomplishme

Maintaining and Improving Habitat
for Hummingbirds in Oregon
and Washington

e

‘.-I"“

— A Land Manager’s Guide —

Accomplishment Highlights:

e Completion and distribution to all BLM and FS
units the publication Maintaining and Improving
“Habitat for Hummingbirds in OR and WA, A
Land Managers Guide”.

e Participating Fed. Agency member on the
National Partners In Flight (PIF) Steering
Committee.

¢ Printing and distribution of the PIF Habitat
Conservation for Landbirds in the Coniferous
Forests of Western OR and WA to all westside
BLM and FS units.

¢ Obtained funding for the revisions of the PIF
Northern Rocky Mountains and East-slope of the
Cascades Bird Conservation Plans.

* Am co-chairing the Western Hummingbird
Partnership, FS Committee.

e Continued in my role as co-chair of the
OR/WA PIF chapter.

Barb Bresson, FS-BLM
Avian Conservation Program
Manager
bbresson@fs.fed.us
503-668-1414

The BLM/FS Avian Program Agreement was initiated as
part of the “Service First” Initiative to develop a
consistent, integrated migratory bird program between
the agencies.

* | was elected Co-chair of PIF Western Working
Group (WWG), | will become the Chair in April of 2015
for a two year term.

* | gave presentations to partners and agency
biologists regarding the FS/BLM R6 Migratory Bird
Program at various venues. (WO staff in DC, PIF WWG
meeting, National TE&S Program Managers annual
meeting, R6 Forest Biologists via their quarterly calls and
at the annual meeting).

* Gave a presentation to the WWG of PIF on the new
FS/BLM Species Distribution Models for Stewardship
Responsibility. Will be working with International
Programs to put this information up on the web for
access and use by FS/BLM biologists.

* Continue to work with the Klamath Bird Observatory,
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) and Northwest
Wildlife Science (NWWS) to incorporate Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN) data in to habitat
management models for use in our forest planning
efforts.

* Attended the National State-of-the-Birds report
release, and associated North American Bird
Conservation Committee Meetings, presented the
completed Maintaining and Improving Habitat for
Hummingbirds in R6 guide. This guide is now the
template for other regions to use in completing similar
brochures. | am assisting R-10, Alaska and R3, the SW in
developing their brochures.

* Traveled to DC to initiate discussions with the WO
WFAWRP staff to establish a Nat. Avian Conservation
Program Manager Position.

* Contributed to the BLM/FS Birds & Mining Claim
Marker IM and brochure.

* Currently working with the RO Special Uses group to
raise awareness of lighting communication towers with
the new FCC guidelines for birds and bats.

* Completed a new 5 year FS/BLM Assistance
Agreement for the Avian Conservation Program.

* Provided Sunday morning Birdwalks for the
community of Welches, April 20t — June 229,

* Attended the Portland Sportsmen Show and gave out
PIF information, posters, and wristbands.
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Colville National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

Wildlife Habitat Improvement on nearly 14,000 acres:

Project Acres
* Installed bear-proof food storage lockers at campgrounds 550
e Created cavities and snags to mitigate their loss 1,480
* Fenced aspen, riparian areas, meadows, wetlands 1,950
e Built and installed nest boxes for flammulated owls 260
e Treated to control non-native plants 2,880
* Improved habitat for migratory birds by harvest 1,980
e Used Rx fire and harvest to improve big game habitat 2,430
* Replanted riparian areas 5
¢ Closed roads to increase seclusion habitat for big game 990

* Improved dusky (formerly blue) and spruce grouse habitat 200

Monitoring Habitats and Populations:

1. Initiated projects to determine effects of harvest activities on:
*  Forage for white-tailed and mule deer with WSU and WDFW.
*  Goshawk territories and post-fledging areas.

*  Moths, which provide food for several sensitive species.

2. Conducted surveys for:

Mammals: wolverines (with WDFW and Selkirk Conservation

Alliance), woodland caribou/winter recreation. Figure 1. Harlequin ducks, replanting, and food storage lockers
Insects: tawny-edged and Peck's Skipper, Eastern tailed blue,

Western bumblebees. 2014 Accomplishments
Birds: goshawks, harlequin ducks, North American breeding

birds, loon nesting, white-headed woodpeckers. Acres Code Activity

Aspen via aerial surveys. 597 BDBD Brush disposal/Fuels treatments

2057 CFLN Collaborative Lanscape Restoration
295 CWEFS Riparian planting
«  Closed road effectiveness. 418 CWKV KV wildlife improvements

Effects of timber harvest and firewood policy on snags with Student 3211 NFVW Invasive weeds treatments
Conservation Association. 3606 NFWF Wildlife improvements

10 SRS2 Title Il
4. Supported efforts to monitor for: . .
*  Wolf/livestock interactions (WSU, WDFW). 2755 SSCC StewardSh'p contracting

e Caribou mortality (WDFW, IDFG, FWS, BC Min. of Envir., IPNF). 484 WFHF Fuels treatments

. i i i D D B . .
Gr.lz.zly bear populatlons and habitat use (WDFW, IDFG, FWS, BC 535 NEXN Partnershi ps (I ncludes NFXN)
Ministry of Environment, IPNF).

3. Monitored for:
*  Grizzly bear core habitat/open and total road densities.

*  Grizzly bears using hair snares (IPNF, USFWS). Indispensable Partners/Cooperators:

e Common loon wintering areas (Biodiversity Research Inst.). Washington State University, Washington Dept. of Fish and

* Mollusks (IDFG s Multispecies Baseline Initiative). Wildlife, Idaho Fish and Game, US Fish and Wildlife Service,

British Columbia Ministry of the Environment, Biodiversity

Information and Education: Research Institute, Slow Foods Upper Columbia Chapter, Boy

* Presented 14 Nature Watch programs with over 900 participants Scouts of America Chewelah, Seattle City Lights, Rocky Mountain
(topics from grizzly bears to pollinators). Elk Foundation, Selkirk Conservation Alliance, Student

* Developed website on pollinators in NE WA with Slow Foods. Conservation Association, various individuals.

* Created pamphlet on pollinator conservation for NE WA.

* Initiated citizen science project on bumblebees found in NE WA. Contact: Chris Loggers, 509-738-7727

*  Wrote article on effects of “mudding” on the environment.

+  Developed food storage requirements for activities in grizzly habitat. Colville National Forest

765 South Main
Colville, WA 99114




Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014, the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
(CRGNSA) participated in a wide range of projects.

Accomplishment highlights include:

*  With RMEF and OHA support, sprayed & spread native seed
in a recently prescribed burned area (that had NWTF support) in
the McCall unit, 7 Mile Area (Fig 1.).

*  Planted native riparian vegetation for the Horsetail Creek
Floodplain and Thousand Acres Restoration Projects to improve
riparian habitat with partner Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership (LCEP).

*  Participated in multi-agency effort that removed Sandy
River Dam, which improved habitat for wildlife and federally
listed fish.

e  Continued building split-rail fence at Sandy River Delta
(SRD), keeping the east-side wetland more pristine for wildlife,
and planted vegetation on many acres in SRD.

* Maintained nesting habitat for Pacific (western) pond turtles
in the Collins Creek area through mowing.

* Thinned encroaching fir amongst oak habitat (benefitting
Western Gray Squirrel), and created wildlife brush piles at
Catherine Creek area.

* Installed a new roof on the old McClure house to create
secure habitat for a maternity colony of Townsend'’s big-eared
bats and other bat species (Fig 2.).

*  Conducted long-term peregrine falcon nest site monitoring.
e Interpretation/Education (I&E) - Outreach to children,
students, and adults through: CRGNSA campground programs;
Skamania Co. Fair; environmental/riparian events (Water Jam);
and environmental programs like CGEl’s SECRETS, the Oregon
Zo0’s Urban Nature Overnight. and CRGNSA's Eagle View.

PRI ()%

Burn/Spray/Seed project near Mosier, OR - improving forage potential
for elk, wild turkey and deer.

Figure 2. Replacing the roof and boarding up this old house
converted it into a great bat house. Rowena, OR.

2014 Accomplishments

1,371 acres Terrestrial Habitat Enhancement
(core/integrated/partner)

$696,400 Partner Contributions
151 I&E Presentations
Partners/Cooperators

OR Dept. Fish and Wildlife, WA Dept. Fish and Wildlife, WA
Conservation Corps, Columbia Gorge Ecology Institute (CGEl),
Skamania and Klickitat Co. Noxious Weed Control Boards,
Youth Employability Support Services, WA Dept. Natural
Resources, Ash Creek Restoration, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Bonneville Power Admin, Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation (RMEF), Oregon Hunter’s Association (OHA),
Sandy River Watershed Council, Klickitat Rails to Trails
Conservancy, Cape Horn Conservancy, Friends of Sandy River
Delta, Skamania Co. Youth Corps, Portland Water, Bureau,
OR Dept. of State Lands, Friends of Columbia Gorge, Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board, Penstemon Fund, National
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), Friends of Trees, East
Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, local
schools.

Contact: Brett Carré, 541-308-1718

+ Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
902 Wasco, Suite 200,
" Hood River, OR 97031




Deschutes National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014, the Deschutes National Forest
accomplishment highlights include:

* Continued removal of lodgepole pine from
stringer meadows and riparian areas to enhance
elk habitat.

* Continued WNS screening at Lava River Cave
and repaired cave gates, addressed road breaches
and removed garbage from several caves.

* Implemented road closures, thinning, and
juniper removal in the Flymon Stewardship
project area.

* Maintained guzzlers and replaced 3 non-
functioning guzzlers for wildlife.

*© With partners, monitored/inventoriEd for Figure 2. Sean Schroeder working on movig the eagle cam
western bumblebees, Oregon spotted frog, bald from the nest tree to an adjacent tree

and golden eagles, peregrine falcon, mtn. goats,
bats, spotted and great gray owls, goshawk,
yellow rail, carnivores, and the Sierra Nevada red
fox. Two populations of fox were confirmed on

2014 Accomplishments

FUND CODE ACRES
forest. NFWF 4,160
* Presented numerous environmental education CMLG 5,975
programs to local schools and organizations. WEFHF 8,622
CWKV 1,589
NFRW 364
NFVW 2,351
SSCC 6,062
CFLN 1,354
SPS4 11
CFLR 81

Total Acres 30,569 acres

Partners/Cooperators

ODFW, OHA, NWTF, High Desert Museum, Gilchrist
Schools, BLM, Oregon High Desert Grotto, East Cascades
Audubon Society, OSU Cascades, Montgomery Family,
Wanderlust Tours, New Leaf Academy, REIl, Deschutes
Children’s Forest, PGE, Klamath and Deschutes Co. School
Districts, Klamath County Search and Rescue, UC Davis,
and volunteers.

Figure 1. Bend Ft. Rock RD crew surveying for Oregon spotted frogs.

Deschutes National Forest
63095 Deschutes Market Road
Bend, OR 97701

Contact: Lauri Turner, Forest Wildlife Biologist, 541-383-5640




Fremont-Winema National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014, the Fremont-Winema National Forest
Wildlife Program contributed to several projects.

Accomplishment highlights include:

* Surveyed for fisher on the Klamath Ranger District
using baited camera stations.

* Thinned conifers within 813 acres of aspen and
meadow habitat to improve riparian habitat.

* Completed 1,650 acres of juniper and small conifer
cutting to improve mule deer and elk summer/
transition range.

* Coordinated projects with fuels planners to burn
projects including 300 acres of piled juniper in sage
grouse habitat.

* 10 wood duck nest boxes and 15 canada goose
nest platforms and 4 guzzlers monitored and repaired Figure 2. Great gray owlets in treated aspen stand.
with a partnership with Oregon Hunters Association.
* Partnered with Klamath Bird Observatory to
conduct landbird monitoring on the Forest.

* Monitored 75 bald eagle nests and 1 peregrine

2014 Accomplishments
falcon nest.
* Completed project level surveys for goshawk and Acres Fund Code Activity
spotted owls.
993 NFWF wildlife
13,728 NFTM Timber
595 NFVW Forest Veg Improved
4,839 WFHF Fuels
12,202 CFLN CFLR

943 CWKV and NFXN Partners

33,300 ACRES TOTAL

Partners/Cooperators
Institute for Bird Populations, Klamath Basin Partnership Trust, Klamath Bird
Observatory, Klamath Tribes, BLM, ODFW, USFWS, Oregon Hunter Association,
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Oregon State University, The Mule Deer
Foundation, Lakeview Stewardship Group, Lake County Resource Initiative,
Chewaucan Biophysical Monitoring Group, Ruby Pipeline Mitigation Funds,
Warner Creek Correctional Facility, Title Il funds, Lakeview Elementary School.

Figure 1. Elk using treated aspen stands.

Fremont-Winema National Forest
1301 S. G Street
Lakeview, OR 97630

Contact: Amy Markus, Forest Wildlife Biologist,
541-941-6256




Gifford Pinchot National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014 the Gifford Pinchot National Forest provided
wildlife and T&E guidance, analysis and recommendations
for 2 large timber sales, and misc. small projects from
recreation, salvage, fisheries and special uses.

Accomplishment highlights include:

* Implemented RMEF partnership conifer removal in
meadows and invasive treatments in elk habitat; $41,500 for
140 acres. Completed Wind River Nursery Treatment Project
Figures 1 and 2.

* Administered KV snag and down wood creation — $48,027
for 120 acres.

* Maintained seasonal wildlife closures on the forest for
winter range protection.

* Partnered with Conservation Northwest, Puyallup Tribe
and Cascade Carnivore Project on detection cameras for
Cascade Red Fox, Wolverine and Wolves.

* Participated in Environmental Education in Sturgeon
Festival, White Pass School Field Day, Get Outdoors Day,
Portland Sportsman Show, Earth Day Celebration, and MTA
and CV Fishing Day.

* Completed analysis and draft restoration strategy for 4
south zone mardon skipper meadows.

* Established permanent mardon skipper transects in
Peterson Prairie with Xerces.

* Lone Butte Access management improvement project
completed. Reinforced gate closures with boulders.

* Completed surveys for mardon skipper, peregrine falcon,
Oregon spotted frog and bald eagle winter surveys.

* Mountain goat survey on Mount St Helens with WDFW
and MSHI.

* South zone biologist is part of the Region 6 Bat working
group.

* Forest Biologist is the Regional WA RMEF Liaison.

Figure 1 — Wind River Nursery Field Treatment — Burning .

Figure 2. Wind River Nursery Field —post treatment 2014.

2014 Accomplishments

Acres Job Code Funding
120 CWKV $48,027
7,867 NFWF $140,780
140 RMEF $41,500
NFVW $8,500
45 USFWS $7,500
Surveys NFIM $2,200
Partners/Cooperators

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Cowlitz Tribe, Puyallup
Tribe, Mount St Helens Institute, Washington Department of
Wildlife, Conservation Northwest, Cascade Carnivore Project.
Xerces.

Contacts:

Carol Chandler, Forest Wildlife Biologist, 360-891-5106
Mitch Wainwright, South Zone Biologist, 360-449-7857
John Jakubowski, North Zone Biologist , 360-497-1131

Gifford Pinchot National Forest
10600 NE 515t Circle
Vancouver, WA 98682
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Malheur National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014 the Malheur National Forest completed 31,776

acres of terrestrial wildlife habitat improvement
projects, exceeding the 30,000 acre target by 1,776
acres.

Accomplishments include:

* In partnership with the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, acquired 23 private parcels totaling 13,078
acres known as the John Day Headwaters Land
Acquisition. The headwaters project permanently
protected upland and riparian habitat for the benefit of
fish and wildlife.

* Completed 10 biological evaluations.

* Installed 13 screens on vault toilet vent stacks to
prevent entry and entrapment of birds.

* Closed roads to provide an additional 8,197 acres of
wildlife security.

* Protected and enhanced 68 acres of aspen stands
through fencing and conifer removal.

* Repaired and maintained 3 water developments for
wildlife (guzzlers).

* Installed 2 bat friendly mine/cave closures.

* Conducted 2 nature watch presentations.

* Supported a nationally recognized restoration effort
that is doubling the scale of restoration on the Malheur
National Forest.

: £ i
Figure 1. Oregon Hunters Association Volunteer enhances an
aspen stand by removing encroaching conifers.

Contact: Clark Reames, 541-575-3474

Figure 2. Upper Lemon Mine — Bat friendly mine closure

2014 Accomplishments

Acres Fund Code Activity

3,921 NFWF Road closures, aspen
enhancement and
protection, and screen
installation on toilet
vents.

25,849 Non-NFWF Fuels and vegetation

management, riparian
restoration, mine
closures, as well as above
mentioned items.

2,006 Partnership Road closures, aspen
enhancement and
protection, and guzzler

repair.

13,084 Partnership John Day Headwaters

Land acquisition.

Partners/Cooperators
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Oregon Hunters
Association, Oregon Youth Conservation Consortium.

Malheur National Forest
431 Patterson Bridge Road
P.O. Box 909

John Day OR, 97845




Mt Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014, the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest successfully improved
wildlife habitat and provided wildlife
information to the public.

Accomplishment highlights include:

e 2,218 acres of wildlife habitat
improvement through road
decommissioning, conifer thinning to
accelerate development of late-seral
habitat, and Wild & Scenic River habitat
enhancements.

* Wildlife information shared with
approximately 15,075 individuals at public
events: Cabela’s Spring Great Outdoor Days,
and Stillaguamish Festival of the River.

Figure 1. Masha and Bucky the Beaver at the Stillaguamish
Festival of the River.

Contact: Jesse J Plumage, 425-783-6031

el ST o TR

Figure 2. Skagit Wild and Scenic River habitat enhancement.

2014 Accomplishments

Acres Fund Activity
Code
1,490 CMLG Grizzly Core Habitat

Improvement — Road
Decommissioning

647 NFTM Thinning to Accelerate
Late-Seral Habitat
Development

15 NFTM Early-Seral Habitat
Improvement

66 NFWF Wild & Scenic River

Habitat Enhancement

2,218 TOTAL

Partners/Cooperators

Stillaguamish Tribe, Cabela’s, US Fish and Wildlife Service,
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, North Cascades
Institute, Concrete School District, Kulshan Creek Kids.

Mt Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
2930 Wetmore Ave, Suite 3A
Everett, WA 98201




Mt Hood National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014 the Mt Hood National Forest successfully
completed and implemented its stewardship and
integrated habitat improvements. There were several
wildlife species monitoring surveys that provided new
information on the species:

* Surveyed spotted owls on 3,400 acres for the Pollalie
Cooper fuels restoration project.
* We continued surveys for Sierra Nevada Red Fox.

Accomplishment highlights include:

* 1,575 acres of forage enhancement and accelerating
spotted owl habitat development through commercial
thinning.

* Fencing for Oregon spotted frog habitat protection-
111 acres.

* 9 acres of aspen restoration.

* 2,559 acres of invasive plant control to improve early
seral habitat for wildlife.

* 18 acres of wetland restoration and 1694 acres of
connectivity improvement by making pipeline crossings
in partnership with Portland General Electric.

* 3 new Wood Duck nest boxes installed in
partnership with Oregon Hunters Association- 150 acres.
* 17 miles of roads decommissioned to improve big
game habitat utilization resulting in an improvement on
5,561 acres.

* Topped or girdled 981 acres of snags and down wood
creation for dead wood dependant species.

* 15 Mineral block supplements to improve 1,890
acres of habitat.

* Partnership with Hawkwatch to record hawk
migration movements and band hawks at Bonnie Butte.
* Partnership with Cascadia Wild to do snow track
surveys for rare carnivores and operating remote
cameras.

Contact: Alan Dyck, 503-668-1676

Figure 1. Northern spotted owl ehotoby alan Dyck

2012 Accomplishments
Acres Fund Code Activity
981 NFWF &  Snag & Down wood
SSCC creation.
5,561 CMLG Road Decommission.
2,559 NFVW Invasive Plant Control.
1,575 NFTM Forage and spotted owl

habitat from thinning.

2,067 NFWF Aspen & wetland
restoration, mineral blocks,
duck boxes,.

1,694 NFWF/ Pipeline crossing to

Partner improve connectivity.
111 NFRG Fencing for Oregon

Spotted Frog.
14,548 TOTAL

Partners/Cooperators:
Hawkwatch, Cascadia Wild, Oregon hunters
Association, PGE.

Mt Hood National Forest
16400 Champion Way
¥ Sandy, Or 97055




Ochoco National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

. National
Forest

In fiscal year 2014, the Ochoco National accomplished
20,402 acres of terrestrial wildlife habitat improvement. The
Forest took on an additional 3,800 acres of HBT-ENH-TERR
target after receiving additional funds from the Accelerated
Eastside Restoration effort.

Highlights of the FY14 Wildlife and TES program include:

e Stewardship Agreements - The Ochoco NF continued to
work in the Stewardship Agreement arena completing a
modification to the Son Stewardship Agreement with the
National Wild Turkey Federation to complete an additional
516 acres of commercial and noncommercial thinning to
benefit LOS ponderosa pine in the Deep Creek watershed, one
of the top 10 TRACS watersheds in the Region for late seral
ponderosa pine habitat. In total, the Son project will enhance
967 acres of ponderosa pine habitat and apply the value of
the timber to wildlife habitat restoration work including a
combined total of: 10.5 miles of road closure and
decommission, 17 acres of aspen restoration and protection,
100 acres of invasive plant treatment,141 acres of seeding
disturbed areas and road beds, and 15 acres of riparian
planting. The Ochoco NF continues to work on the Westside
Stewardship Agreement with the NWTF and Pine Ridge
Stewardship Agreement with the Oregon Hunter’s
Association on the Crooked River National Grassland. The
Forest also initiated the Spike Stewardship Agreement with
the Mule Deer Foundation (MDF) in the Maury Mountains, an
ODFW Mule Deer Initiative Wildlife Management Unit.

¢ Regional CCS — The Forest applied for and received $39K
CCS funding for the Upper Beaver Wildlife Habitat
Improvement Project, a project designed to improve sage
grouse core habitat and elk and mule deer winter range. In
FY14 767 acres of juniper were thinned to benefit shrub-
steppe habitat. This project occurs in the Upper Beaver Creek
Watershed, a priority TRACS watershed for shrub steppe
restoration with the greater sage grouse, mule deer and elk as
priority vertebrate species. Regional CCS funding was
matched with $20K from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation,
$20K from the Blue Mountains Elk Initiative and forest
appropriated funding.

e Maury Mule Deer Initiative — The ODFW Maury Wildlife
Management Unit is one of five high priority WMUs in Oregon
in the Mule Deer Initiative, and initiative developed to
address the decline of mule deer populations in Oregon. In
FY14, the Ochoco NF continued winter range habitat
restoration efforts in the East Maury Wildlife Habitat
Improvement project with the assistance of $17.5K of funding
from RMEF and aspen restoration in the South Maury Project
areas with $58K of grant funding from the ODFW.

* Carnivore Camera Trapping — In an effort to determine the
presence of rare carnivores on the Ochoco NF — wolverine, wolf,
marten — trail cameras were deployed within a project planning
area. To date, no rare carnivores have been detected but
numerous photos of the more common carnivores — black
bears, mountain lion, coyote, bobcat — have been taken. The
photos have been an effective tool in the Interdisciplinary Team
planning process to increase the IDTs awareness of species
presence and the importance of the essential habitat
components of these species.

* Interpretive and Educational (I&E) Events — Biologists from
the Ochoco NF continue to engage youth through I&E events
and led or participated in numerous events in FY14 including the
Ochoco Fur, Fin, Fire and Feather event that reached more than
700 elementary school students; River Keepers, a elementary
school-aged outdoor storyline; Crook County Summer Reading
Program; Eagle Watch with the Oregon State Parks, Portland
General Electric and the Warm Springs Tribe; and participation
in a variety of projects with the Youth Conservation Corps for
the accomplishment of wildlife habitat restoration projects
while increasing youth knowledge and appreciation of nature.

* Centers of Excellence - Ochoco NF biologists provide
regional support as Centers of Excellence for RMEF and Sage-
grouse.

Partners/Cooperators:

ODFW, Oregon Hunters Association - Bend, Prineville, and
Capitol Chapters, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Blue
Mountains Elk Initiative, National Wild Turkey Federation,
Portland General Electric, Confederated Tribes of Warm
Springs, Boy Scouts, Eagle Scouts, Oregon State Police,
Youth Conservation Corps.

Contact: Kevin Keown, Forest Wildlife Biologist,
541-416-6605 kkeown@fs.fed.us




Okanogan-Wenatchee NF

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

Figure 1. View of the beginning of Carlton Complex Wildfire.

Large wildfires on 5 of our 7 districts dominated the summer.

Habitat Enhancement:

* Relocated 38 beavers to 13 sites resulting in at least 8 newly
established colonies.

* Removed over 11,600 ft. of barbed wire from winter range.
¢ Installed fencing to exclude cattle from two headwater areas.
*  Fenced 1 acre of aspen to exclude ungulates.

¢ Installed 3 bear-resistant garbage containers.

¢ Installed 30 flammulated owl nest boxes.

¢ Installed vent capping in outhouses pipes at 3 campgrounds.
¢ Installed 2 common loon nesting platforms.

¢ Treated 250 acres of old tree habitat with mch pheromone.

Inventory and Monitoring

¢ Counted 1384 individuals of 15 species of migrating raptors at
Chelan Ridge and banded 524 birds.

¢ Monitored 6 peregrine falcon aeries, and 6 bald eagle nests.

¢ Continued to monitor Mardon skipper populations at 8 sites.
e  Counted 115 (37% increase) Townsend’s big-eared bats in the
largest and longest recorded active hibernacula in WA.

¢ Monitored 55 bluebird nest boxes.

¢ Continued supporting the Monitoring Avian Productivity and
Survivorship program and a white- headed woodpecker survey.
Conducted initial surveys for sensitive lepidopterans.

¢ Conducted second year of surveys for sensitive odonates.

¢ Completed 2nd year of harlequin duck surveys.

¢ Continued surveys for wolverine presence on 3 districts.

* Inserted transmitters into two Northern Pacific rattlesnakes.

¢ Completed numerous project support surveys for numerous species
including owls and Chelan Mtn. snails.

Environmental Education

* Leavenworth Spring Bird Festival, 1500 people participated.
* Chelan Ridge Raptor Migration and Festival, 471 visitors.

*  Bonaparte Lake National Fishing Day, 130 kids.

¢ Numerous school, community and university presentations.

Contact: John Rohrer, Forest Wildlife Biologist (Acting),
509-996-4001

¥
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Research Support

* Collaborated in I-90 road ecology research with WSDOT,
CWU, WTI, and 1-90 Wildlife Bridges Coalition.

* North Cascades Wolverine Study year 9, PNW Olympia.
*  Univ. of Wash. Wolf/Deer interaction study.

*  WSU Wolf/livestock interaction study.

* Northen spotted owl prey base study, PNW Lab
Wenatchee.

*  White-headed woodpecker study, Univ. of Idaho.

*  Flammulated owl migratory study, Global Owl Project

Figure 2. Biologist releasing golden eagle at Chelan Ridge with style.

Core Acres Fund Code Activities

9,186 NFWF Grizzly Core Habitat
Improvement — Road Closure,
Beaver Pond Restoration, Bear
Resistant Containers,
Flammulated owl nest boxes,
winter range improvement,
cattle exclusion, Loon
platforms, Aspen fencing, old
tree protection.

Integrated
Acres

40,206 CFLN, CFLR, CMLG Floodplain restoration, Invasive
CMXN, CWFS, plant treatment, Pct,
ER30, NFRG, Underburning, Road
NFTEM NFVW, decommissioning, Fence
SPS4, SRS2, WFHF, removal, Wilderness fire,
WFSU Habitat connectivity, Old tree
protection.

Okanogan-Wenatchee NF
215 Melody Lane
Wenatchee, WA 98801




Olympic National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

The Olympic National Forest successfully completed
and implemented its program of work.

Accomplishment highlights include:

*  Monitored four Taylor’s checkerspot sites
(occupied and previously unsurveyed).

* 30 acres of Taylor’s checkerspot habitat restored

* Monitored 20 remote camera stations for Pacific
coastal marten.

* Monitored fisher FS stations as part of Peninsula-
wide monitoring program.

* Continued creating standing dead and downed
material program and monitoring. A
* Participation at annual Dungeness River Festival Figure 2. Eyes in the Woods volunteers working on the
*  Wildlife staff interviews with local radio and Matheny Elk Forage project sponsored by Rocky
newspaper on Forest surveys and restoration . Mountain Elk Foundation.

* Hosted Regional TES Program Manager and
Botanist for forest-wide visit.

e Completed Minimum Road System analysis for
terrestrial wildlife species.

* Aerial surveyed at 7 bald eagle territories. Acres Fund Code Activity
* Continuation of public outreach on mountain goats,

2014 Accomplishments

including completion of mountain goat-human 204 Cwkv Snhag creation
interaction video. 622 NFTM Commercial thinning
* Student-built and placement of 30 flying squirrel
nest boxes. 1960 CMLG Road decommission
* Completed Programmatic Biological Assessment for 651 NFWE Plantings, nest box
Taylor’s Checkerspot for forest-wide activities.

1946 NFVW PCT, planting, weeds

450 CMFC Vent caps

5833 TOTAL
Partners/Cooperators

WDFW, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Eyes in the
Woods, Adventurers and Scientists for Conservation,
Student Conservation Association, USFWS, Washington
Conservation Corp, Northwest Youth Corps,
Backcountry Horsemen of Washington, West Sound
Technical Skills Center, Jefferson Land Trust, Olympic
National Park, USGS, Mule Deer Foundation.

Figure 1. Volunteers itAdventurers and Scientists for
Conservation for winter marten surveys. . .
Olympic National Forest
1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW

Olympia, WA 98512

Contacts: Susan Piper, Wildlife Program Manager, 360-956-2435;
Betsy Howell, Kurt Aluzas, Karen Holtrop—Wildlife Biologists




Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest

2014 WILDLIFE/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014 the Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest
accomplished many sensitive species inventories, and habitat
improvement work with many internal and external partners.
Our focus in the terrestrial wildlife program continues to be
maintenance and restoration of both early and late seral
habitats, as well as the conservation and recovery of listed and
sensitive species that occur on the Forest.

Accomplishment highlights include:

e QOver 19,000 acres of wildlife habitat enhanced using both
appropriated monies as well as successfully integrating with
other resources, in particular fire and fuels resources. A large
portion of the Forest’s NFWF target this year came from the
installation of bat gates across the Forest which has proven to
be an effective mitigation measure for loss of natural roosting
habitat.

* Forest-wide monitoring for sensitive and MIS species
continued across the Forest per our LRMP, among other
species, monitoring focused in particular on meso-carnivores,
bats, spotted owls, bald eagles, peregrine falcon, mardon
skipper. Over 30,000 acres have been inventoried for various
species.

e The Forest continues a fisher monitoring effort, The Nature
Conservancy, and the City of Ashland to study the response of
fisher to fuels reduction activities in the Ashland Watershed. To

Figure 2. Snag Creation on the High Cascades RD.

date, 26 fisher have been captured, 16 collared and critical pre- .
treatment baseline habitat, home range, and rest site 2014 Accomplishments N
information has been collected. Treatments began in FY2011 Acres Fund Code Activity
and commercial timbelj harvest is now occurring. 13 d_ens have 528 KV Habitat improvement
been located, all but 2 in hardwoods and 8 have been in
previously fuels treated habitats. We will continue to monitor 2,000 WFHF Fuels reduction and habitat
. . improvement
how these animals respond to the treatments in FY2014 and
2015. 2,914 NFVW Noxious weeds
2,400 Fire for resource benefits
1088 NFTM Vegetation management
and Managed stand
improvement
10,000 NFWF Bat Habitat improvement
500 Stewardship/ Fuels reduction and
Partner dollars meadow habitat
and in-kind improvement
: 4 19,340 TOTAL
Figure 1. Chloe; Ashland Forest Resiliency
Fisher Monitoring Project Partners/Cooperators
’ USFWS, OR Hunter’s Association, Klamath Bird Observatory, OR
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Rocky Mtn. Elk Foundation, Southern
Contact: David Clayton, Forest Wildlife Biologist Oregon University, Oregon State University, Pacific SW Research
Station, Fresno, The Nature Conservancy, City of Ashland. Pacific
. Lo . Northwest Research Station, Corvallis.
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest

3040 Biddle Road
Medford Oregon, 97504




Siuslaw National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In 2014 the Siuslaw used multiple sources including
stewardship retained receipts, KV, secure rural
communities, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and
appropriated funds to continue or initiate new
projects. Additional work was accomplished through
multiple partners and volunteer efforts.

Highlights include:

* Arecord 167 western snowy plover nests and
confirmed fledging of 135 plover chicks from Siuslaw
National Forest nesting areas!

* Removal of European beach grass over
approximately 175 acres of western snowy plover
critical habitat.

* Coordination of volunteer effort to remove 300
Ibs. of beach debris from plover nesting areas.

Figure 2. Oregon Silverspot Butterflies in restoration plot.
Photo by Mike Patterson.

* Maintained 312 acres of meadow habitat for elk, 2014 Accomplishments

Oregon silverspot butterflies (OSB), and native Acres Fund Code

plants.

* Planted: 5,950 violets, 650 goldenrods, 600 484 NFWF

Pearlies, and 550 Pacific asters in OSB restoration 1189 CWKV

plots.

* 12.2 miles of roads were decommissioned and an 2014 NFTM

additional 15.8 miles were closed to motorized 616 NFVW

traffic. , 3779 CMLG

* Late-seral habitat development was accelerated

by thinning conifers (2014 ac) and creating 14 SRS2

deadwood (1189 acres) in dense plantations. 232 SPST

* PNW was engaged to research questions on NSO

prey availability in natural stands vs plantations. 757 PTNR

Eight grids were trapped this year. 80 SSCC

* Humboldt marten were surveyed across their

range in Oregon. The only positive track identified 87 NFXN

was in the Dunes National Recreation Area. 9252 TOTAL
Partners/Cooperators
Watershed Councils-Mid-Coast, Alsea, Salmon, Siuslaw,
Mary’s River; Stewardship Groups-Siuslaw, Alsea, Marys
Peak; RMEF, ORBHIC, APHIS, FWS, OPRD, TNC, ODF&W,
Cascade Pacific RC&D, Oregon Zoo, Yachats Trail Crew.

Forest Contact: Deanna Williams
Siuslaw National Forest

3200 SW Jefferson Way
Corvallis, OR 97331

541 750-7013

Figure 1. Prey study. Small mammal trapping with PNW.



Umatilla National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

Umatilla National Forest Wildlife Program
accomplishment highlights:

* Established white-headed woodpecker survey
locations for regional contract.

* Goshawk surveys.
* Installed 3 nest platforms for great gray owls.

* Enhanced wildlife habitat by treating 5,822
acres of noxious weeds.

* Improved 577 acres of big game winter range.

* Closed 5 miles of road by installing 7 gates
and 1 rock barricade to protect 1,559 acres of
wildlife habitat.

* Enhanced dry forest habitat for white-headed
woodpeckers and big game forage on 3,108

acres through prescribed fire and fuels reduction
projects. Acres  Fund Code Activity
* Served on Blue Mountains Elk Initiative (BMEI)

Figure 2. Trail camera photo of Walla Walla Pack members.

2014 Accomplishments

and Hells Canyon Bighorn Sheep Initiative 600 NFWF Owl Platforms
committees. 5,822  NFWF, Noxious weed
« Coordination with ODFW & USFWS on wolves. NFVW, 5R52  treatment

* Focus on effective integrated approach to 577 NFWF, NFVW Winter range

vegetation management. improvement

1,559 NFWF, CWKV, Road closure

PTNR
3,108 WEFHF Prescribed fire
4,517  WEFRP Sunflower wildfire

16,183 ACRES TOTAL

Partners/Cooperators

ODFW, WDFW, USFWS, Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, Blue Mtn. Elk Initiative, Hells Canyon
Initiative, Blue Mtn. Habitat Restoration Council,
CTUIR.

Contact: Elizabeth Berkley, 541-278-3814

- T X i e el :
Figure 1. Gulliford prescribed burn on the North Fork John Day
RD. The primary objective of this landscape burn was to enhance
forage production and habitat for big game species. This project
was supported by RMEF.

Umatilla National Forest
72510 Coyote Rd.
Pendleton, OR 97801




Umpqua National Forest

2014 Wildlife/TES Program Accomplishments

In FY 2014, the Umpqua National Forest successfully met
(and exceeded) planned wildlife targets. Some highlights
of the wildlife program include:

* Along with partners and others, monitored or
inventoried bald eagles, peregrine falcons, northern
spotted owls, great gray owls, bats, marten, fisher,
wolverine, Sierra Nevada red fox, red tree voles, western
bumblebees, gray-blue butterfly, mollusks, breeding birds,
and other wildlife species of interest.

* Completed over 5600 acres of wildlife habitat
improvement. Methods included snag, cavity and downed
wood creation; gating; seeding and planting; stand thinning;
creating and maintaining openings and water
developments; and prescribed fire. Benefitting species
include the northern spotted owl (ESA threatened); big
game (elk and deer), upland game (quail and grouse); cavity

) ) . : i) A
nesters; hgr.ptlles; and pollinators. o ) Figure 2. Wildlife biologists at the Bumblebee Identification
* An additional 16,092 acres of wildlife habitat were Workshop, capturing and identifying various bumblebees.

improved by beneficial wildfire.
* Presented several environmental education programs to

both youth and_adults. Hosted a tree identificatic?n 2014 Wildlife Enhancement
workshop for high school students; bat presentation; .
bumblebee identification workshop; county-wide school Accomplishments
forestry tour; and International Migratory Bird Day and Habitat Treatment Acres
Earth Day presentations. Habitat Improvement - Down Wood 18
. !nitiated or finalized ESA consultation for several Habitat Improvement - Openings 53
projects that h.a.d poten.tlal impacts to spotted owls or Habitat Improvement - Planting 593
spotted owl critical habitat. ) ; .
. . . . Habitat Improvement - Prescribed Fire 125
* Preparation of a multi-year Cooperative Agreement with : -
ODFW to jointly accomplish habitat enhancement projects. Habitat Improvement - Snag Creation 125
Continued data collection on cooperative forage production Habitat Improvement - Thinning 187
and utilization study with ODFW. Hosted Rocky Mt Elk Gating Mines for Bat Protection 4,000
Foundation Project Advisory Committee for the State of Beneficial Timber Harvest 512
Oregon. Beneficial Wildfire 16,092
21,705
Partners/Cooperators

Lomakatski Restoration Project, Oregon Department of
Agriculture, Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife, Oregon State
University Extension Service, USDI Bureau of Land Management,

USDI NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, USDI U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, Xerces Society of Oregon.

Figure 1. Mine adit after gating to protect sensitive

bat species. .
Umpqua National Forest

2900 Stewart Parkway
¥ Roseburg, OR 97471

Contact: Terri Stone, Wildlife Biologist, 541-957-3461.



Wallowa-Whitman National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In FY 2014, the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
accomplished several habitat restoration projects and
conducted surveys for many wildlife species that will help
inform current and future NEPA decisions.

Some highlights of the program include:

* Installed 25 screens on vault toilet vent pipes in
coordination with recreation.

* Partnered with ODFW to update and replace signage on five
cooperative travel management areas.

* Applied prescribed fire to nearly 9,000 acres to benefit elk,
deer, and mature pine associated wildlife species.

* Non-commercially thinned over 477 acres of young conifer
stands to specifically prolong their value as forage for big game
and as early seral habitat.

* Partnered with ODFW to install informational signs about
safety in mountain goat country.

* Coordinated a western bumblebee workshop that had >30
attendees from multiple agencies.

* Surveyed >100 miles of stream for tailed frog, bull trout,
brook trout and Chytrid fungus using eDNA.

* Surveyed 40 acres for western bumblebees.

* Monitored 24 great gray owl nest platforms.

* Monitored numerous nest sites of golden eagle, peregrine
falcon, and goshawk.

* Surveyed for wolverine and marten at 19 remote camera
sites.

* Inventoried 32 spotted frog breeding sites.

* Minor amounts of survey for bats, small mammals, and
white-headed woodpecker.

* Enhanced and protected 10 acres of aspen.

* Provided education and outreach to numerous schools and
community groups.

Figure 1. Surveys for western bumble bees have helped update the
current distribution for this species in NE Oregon.

Contact: Mark Penninger, Forest Wildlife Biologist, 541 523-1285.

Figure 2. Mule deer buck on winter range, La Grande
Ranger District. Photo credit: Jim Ward.

2014 Wildlife Enhancement Accomplishments

Fund Code Acres
NFWF — Wildlife Improvement 1,360
NFTM — Non-commercial thinning (wildlife
prescriptions) 477
WFHF — Fuel Treatments 9,000
PTNR — Partnerships (inc. NFXN) 1,000
CMRD — Road closure
11,837 ACRES TOTAL

WFSU/NFTM/WFHF - Beneficial wildfires 32,000

Partners/Cooperators

Oregon Dept. Fish and Wildlife; Blue Mountain Elk
Initiative; Oregon Hunters Association; Hells Canyon
Preservation Council; Growiser; Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation; Wallowa Resources; Hells Canyon Bighorn
Sheep Restoration Initiative; Friends of Ladd Marsh;
Eastern Oregon University.

P.O. Box 907
Baker City, OR 97814

Wallowa-Whitman National Forest



Willamette National Forest

2014 WL/TES Program Accomplishments

In FY 2014, the Willamette National Forest successfully met TRAe T R e e
planned wildlife targets. Some highlights of the program '

include:

*  With partners, monitored/inventoried for bald eagles,
peregrine falcons, wolverines, Sierra Nevada red fox, marten,
fisher, harlequin ducks, western bumblebees, bats, rare
mollusks, red tree voles, northern spotted owls, Oregon spotted
frog, and other wildlife species. Confirmed two populations of
SN red fox on the Forest and detected fisher (Figures 1 and 2).

* Completed 5086 acres of wildlife habitat improvement with
KV funds by snag, cavity and downed wood creation, gating,
seeding, browse cutback, shrub planting, maintaining openings,
thinning, building nest platforms, slash piling and pond
construction. Benefitting species include elk, deer, cavity
excavators, terrestrial amphibians, spotted owls, quail, and
pollinating insects.

* Presented numerous environmental education programs and
products and hosted an International Visiting Biologist on the
McKenzie River RD.

*  With BLM and USFWS, conducted ESA consultation for Figure 2. Sierra Nevada red fox at camera station, Willamette Pass.
effects of a variety of projects on spotted owls in the Willamette  Inventory work completed in cooperation with ODFW, USFWS, and Dr.
Province using the Level 1 process. Ben Sacks, Univ. California Davis.

* With RMEF, OHA, and other partners, completed 9215 acres
of elk and deer habitat enhancement projects.

2014 Wildlife Enhancement Accomplishments

Fund Code Acres

NFWF — Wildlife Improvement 1,350
CWKYV - KV Wildlife Treatments 5,086
NFTM — Beneficial Timber Harvest 2,370
NFVW — Invasive Weeds/Soil Restoration 294
SRS2 —Title Il 94
NFMG — Bat Gates on Mines 2,000
CMLG — Road Closures 5,000
WEFSU - Beneficial Wild Fires 230
WFHF — Fuel Treatments 32
PTNR — Partnerships (inc. NFXN) 392

16,847 ACRES TOTAL
Partners/Cooperators

Audubon Society; Girl Scouts; CRD Int. Migratory Bird Institute; Bonneville
Power Adm; Portland General Electric; EWEB; Looking Glass; Nearby
Nature; Middle Fork Watershed Council; U. S. Army Corp Engineers; City of
Detroit; City of Eugene; Mid-Valley Crawlers; Oregon Dept. Fish and
Wildlife; USFWS; Oregon Hunters Association; Oregon Foundation of Black-

. . tailed Deer; Walama Restoration Project; Portland University; Rocky
Figure 1. Fisher documented at camera set by ODFW and FS, Jan-March Mountain Elk Foundation; BLM; USFWS, Northwest Youth Corps; Univ. Cal.

2014, Paddys Valley, Middle Fork Ranger District. This is the first confirmed Davis; numerous schools, local businesses, and individual volunteers.
record of fisher on the Willamette NF since the 1940'’s.

r'p\
|mn M Camera Name 26.281n-> 21F () 02-19-2014 00:59:36

Willamette National Forest
3106 Pierce Parkway
Springfield, OR 97477

Contact: Joe Doerr, Forest Wildlife Biologist, 541-225-6433
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Olympic National Forest

2014 Amphibian & Reptile Center of Excellence Accomplishments

Betsy Howell on the Olympic National Forest functions as
the "Center of Excellence" for amphibian and reptile
conservation in Oregon and Washington.

The primary duties under this position include:

* Serving as a liaison with the Northwest affiliate of
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC);

* Serving as the treasurer for NW PARC.

* Disseminating current conservation information on
amphibian and reptile species to Region 6 National Forests.
* Participating in regular conference calls with other Forest
Service regional liaisons.

PRODUCTS/PROJECTS

Figure 1. 2014 NW PARC Conference

* Attended the 7th Annual Northwest PARC conference, which included a workshop on “Problem Solving in
Conservation using Education and Outreach.” This workshop brought together educators, land managers, and
scientists, and looked at new methods available for bringing about greater awareness of the needs of amphibian and
reptile species. Speakers included Scott Peterson, also known as the “Reptile Man,” Rachel Rommel, who is the
Community Educational Officer with Amphibian Ark, and David Blackburn, the Herpetology Curator at California
Academy of Sciences. Thirty-six people attended the workshop.

* Coordinated the September content for PARC’s National Year of the Salamander monthly newsletter. This month’s
issue focused on herp conservation on federal and state lands, including habitat improvement projects, partnerships,
surveys, and research. Articles for the newsletter included work on the Frosted Flatwoods Salamander in Florida and
the Jemez Mts. Salamander in New Mexico (both Federally listed), salamander surveys on Navy lands throughout the
United States, and a Multi-Species Baseline Initiative currently being implemented in Idaho.

* Coordinated proposals from Region 6 biologists to apply for monies that could
be used to accomplish PARC-related projects, primarily related to habitat
improvements. Funding from this source went to the Umpqua National Forest for
a western pond turtle habitat restoration project that included bullfrog removal,
and to the Wallowa-Whitman NF for restoration work that benefits Rocky Mt.
tailed frog and Columbia spotted frog.

* Began planning for the 2015 PARC conference, which will be held jointly with
the Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology in February in Portland, Oregon.

* PARC’s one-day workshop at the conference will focus on citizen science.

Figure 2. Bullfrog removal outing,
Drew Lake, Umpqua National Forest

* Continued to forward current herp information to district and forest personnel.

* Provided technical review for the Cope’s Conservation Assessment (ISSSSP
Program).

Olympic National Forest
1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW, Suite A
Olympia, WA 98512-5623

r

Contact: Betsy Howell, 360-956-2292; blhowell@fs.fed.us




Blue Mountains Elk g

Initiative

Kevin Keown, Forest Wildlife Biologist on the Ochoco
National Forest serves as the "Center of Excellence" (COE) for
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation for National Forests
within the State of Oregon and as the Blue Mountains Elk
Initiative (BMEI) Coordinator. The BMEI is a 25+ year initiative
in the Blue Mountains of northeast Oregon and southeast
Washington with the primary goal of improving cooperative
efforts for elk management and habitat enhancement across
Federal, State, Tribal and private lands in the Blues.

Primary duties as the RMEF COE and BMEI Coordinator 5 =2 ey c.,.,,:;}we
include: : . Wil wildiife Habitat
: Project

Devil's Garden
Mountain Mahogany
Restoration

1-500-CALL-ELK
.

*  Soliciting RMEF project proposals from National Forests in
the State of Oregon and BMEI proposals from the four National
Forests in the BMEI area (Ochoco, Malheur, Umatilla, and
Wallowa-Whitman) and State, Tribal, and private cooperators.
* Assisting other National Forests in the development of
habitat restoration projects and project proposals.

* Serving as the Forest Service representative and voting
member of the RMEF project advisory Committee (PAC) for
Oregon; representing the Blue Mountain Elk Initiative at the
both the Oregon and Washington PAC meetings.

* Representing the Forest Service at RMEF hosted functions
such as Elk Camp, the annual convention of the RMEF.

* Facilitating the distribution of BMEI funds to the successful
applicants.

Table 1. 2014 RMEF Projects and Funding.by Forest
2014 accomplishments and activities included:

* Reviewed, evaluated, and ranked 38 RMEF/BMEI proposals Forest # RMEF Funded Approved RMEF
from Oregon and 7 proposals from Washington. Projects Funding
* Served as the Forest Service Representative and voting

member on the Oregon PAC. FREWIN 1 $10,000

* Represented and provided an overview of Forest Service
project proposals at the PAC meeting.

* Assisted the OR RMEF PAC in the prioritization and RRS 2 $25,325
selection of the projects to be funded.

OCH 3 $57,500

SIU 1 $10,000

In FY14 in Oregon, there were 38 RMEF project proposals that
MA 2 2

requested $501,630; 18 from the BMEI area and 20 from the v 225,000
remainder of the state. Twenty-nine of the 38 proposals were UMP 1 $7,000
from the USFS, with 17 of those being funded. FS proposals
netted $230,500 for elk and wildlife habitat enhancement work W-W 3 $39,000
on NF lands in OR. WIL 4 $56,675
RMEF allocated 5263,000 of PAC funding which was matched TOTAL 17 $230,500

by 51,416,695 of USFS and contributor funds.

Contact: Kevin Keown, Forest Wildlife Biologist, 541-416-6605
Ochoco National Forest
3160 Northeast Third Street
Prineville, OR 97754




Gifford Pinchot National Forest

2014 RMEF WA Liaison Accomplishments

In 2014, the Washington forest submitted 8
projects to the Washington PAC. The following 5
projects were recommended and funded by the
committee to Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

¢ Cave Bear Meadow Restoration — Gifford
Pinchot NF conifer removal in meadows - 28,500.

* Mount St Helens 2014 Weeds — Gifford Pinchot
National Forest — mouseear hawkweed treatments
on the Mount St Helens National volcanic
Monument - $13,000.

¢ Cottonwood Divide Prescribe Fire — Colville NF -
$4,800.

* Lost Ridge Prescribe Fire — Colville NF -$S2,160.

¢ Road 7013 Gate Relocation — Mount Baker
Snoqualmie - $2,500.

* The Umatilla had partners who successfully
completed for Early Detection Rapid Response in
Asotin County for $10,000.

The Gifford Pinchot partner WDFW submitted a
project for Scotch Broom treatment on the game
refuge adjacent to Mount St Helens National
Volcanic Monument which was funded for $9,000.
This a long term partnership between the forest
and WDFW.

The Gifford Pinchot NF completed the Wind River
Meadow Improvement project see figure 1.

Contact: Carol Chandler-R6-WA, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Liaison, 360-891-5106

Figure 1 Wind River Meadow Improvement Project completed
2013 include prescribe burning and invasive treatments —
Gifford Pinchot NF.

2014 Accomplishments:

RMEF Funding RMEF $50,960
Partners/Cooperators

Washington Department of Wildlife, Cowlitz
County Weed Board, Asotin County Weed
Board.

Gifford Pinchot National Forest
. 10600 NE 515t Circle
" Vancouver, WA 98682




Ochoco National Forest

R6 Greater Sage-grouse Center of Excellence Accomplishments

Dede Steele, the District Wildlife Biologist on Lookout
Mountain Ranger District and the Crooked River
National Grassland functions as a "Center of
Excellence" (COE) for sage-grouse on National
Forests in Region 6 within the state of Oregon.
During 2014 duties included:

e Serving as the Forest Service representative on
the Oregon Sage-grouse Conservation Planning
Team.

e Representing the Forest Service at the Oregon
SageCon Partnership meetings.

e Forest Service representative on a Local PRINEVILLE LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION TEAM

Implementation Team (LIT) for the area surrounding ACTIVITIES: During 2014, the COE continued as a

Prineville. member of the Local Implementation Team (LIT)

e Responding to data requests related to sage- for the Prineville District Habitat Assessment Unit.

grouse conservation actions and project impacts on The other Implementation Team Regions include:

National Forests in Oregon to support the annual Burns District, Lakeview District, Vale District and

status review by USFWS. the Baker Resource Area. The LITs work

e Assisting other National Forests with sage- collaboratively to identify threats and

grouse in Oregon by distributing information opportunities, and to prioritize conservation

regarding sage-grouse and their habitat. actions within their regions. The role of the COE is
to assist USFS representatives on the other LITs by

OREGON SAGE-GROUSE CONSERVATION PLANNING forwarding relevant information to the forest-level

TEAM: During 2014, this state-wide working group biologists in these areas.

served as a technical advisory team to the SageCon
Partnership and continued to build upon the
collaborative relationships between county, state
and federal agencies, the research community,
industry, cattlemen, landowners and other stake-
holders.

SAGECON PARTNERSHIP: During 2014, this
collaborative group convened by the Oregon
Governor’s Office, engaged several working groups
to focus on specific areas in support of development
of an All Lands All Threats Plan intended to promote
conservation of sage-grouse to address USFWS’s
sage grouse listing decision in 2015, while addressing
community sustainability in central and eastern
Oregon into the future. The COE attends SageCon
meetings as the USFS Region 6 representative.

Potential Seasonal Sage-grouse Habitat.

Ochoco National Forest
3160 NE 3rd Street

Contact: Dede Steele, 541-416-6490 ) )
Prineville, OR 97754



Full Curl Program/R-6 Mountain Goat COE

2014 Accomplishments

The Full Curl Program continued to provide
technical expertise to all western Forest Service
regions through Melanie Woolever and Mark
Penninger. The following is a summary of services
provided:

* Ongoing refinement of Risk of Contact model.

* Updated occupied bighorn/domestic sheep
allotment maps for all western states.

* Provided technical assistance and supportto a
variety of planning activities in all Regions using the
risk of contact model.

* Provided technical assistance to forest plan
revision teams regarding pack goats in occupied
bighorn habitat.

* Provided guidance and consistency in the
application of national direction from Aug. 19, 2011
and June 2012 national memos.

* Assisted with bighorn surveys, telemetry,
disease testing, translocations, and response to die-
off events.

* Continued involvement with the WAFWA
Bighorn Sheep Working Group.

* Served as the primary contacts for state wildlife
agency biologists, Tribes, NGOs, disease
researchers, and others involved in bighorn
conservation.

* Disseminated new scientific findings to FS units;
* Attended the Northern Wild Sheep and Goat
Council technical symposium in Ft. Collins, CO.

* Represented the FS on the Hells Canyon Bighorn
Sheep Restoration Initiative.

* Represented the FS on various interagency
teams including governor’s taskforce, disease
review team, and Nez Perce Salmon River Recovery
Program Team.

* Began development of a database to
consistently document bighorn forays outside of
source habitat (currently in review).

* Organized and staffed state-of-the-art booth at
the Wild Sheep Foundation’s annual convention,
providing exposure to >8,500 exhibit hall attendees.

Figure 1. Interagency coordination on bighorn sheep
capture.

Mountain Goat, Center of Excellence,
summary of services:

* Provided technical assistance to the
FRE/WEN on a proposed translocation of goats
into the southern Cascades of OR.

* Technical contact for a National Park Service
team conducting an EIS to address non-native
goats on the OLY peninsula.

* Tracked reports of nuisance goats in Elkhorn
Mts, OR.

* Partnered with ODFW to install
informational signs in Elkhorn Mtns about
safety in goat country.

* Responded to questions by hunters and
hikers about mountain goats.

* Provided technical guidance on goat issues
to the RO and other FS units on request.

Contact: Mark Penninger
Full Curl Program

P.O. Box 907

Baker City, OR 97814



Upland Game Bird Center of Excellence

2014 Accomplishments

The Sisters Ranger District Wildlife Biologist on the
Deschutes National Forest functions as a "Center of
Excellence" for upland game bird related partnerships
within Oregon and Washington. The primary duties
under this position include:

Wild Turkey (NWTF ) Center of Excellence
Accomplishments:

Annually attend the NWTF National Convention:
Participated in discussions with Making Tracks Steering
Committee on the vacancy of the Steering Committee
Coordinator position and the timing of filling the
position. Highlighted goals for the Steering Committee
Coordinator position and future direction of committee.
Identified NWTF’s new Focal Landscapes objectives, and
identified restoration priorities by Region and those
being the focus for Steering Committee. Introduced
new NWTF Forester Rebecca Bernard and discussed her
upcoming involvement in Stewardships. Participated as
a Panel member to discuss Stewardship Contracts and
Agreements in a Q&A style forum. The objective of the
panel was to expand FS and NWTF bio.’s understanding
of the process involved in Stewardship Contracts and
Agreements.

* Annually submit meeting notes to Regional Program
Manager from National Convention, notes include
complete agenda items of all attended meetings.

e Coordinate with NWTF’s new Forester, Rebecca
Bernard on ongoing Stewardships in the Region.
Coordinated and developed a field tour between NWTF
and the Timber Industry in Region 6. Field tour and
discussion centered around NWTF's role as a purchaser
of timber products in the Region and Nationally.

* Support to the NWTF Regional Biologist with ongoing
stewardship projects, and assist with the Stewardship
Agreement process for new stewardship projects.
Currently in discussions with the Malheur National
Forest.

* Assist with the “Call For Proposal” through NWTF’s
Superfund habitat enhancement process. Projects are
reviewed by the COE and NWTF Regional Biologist.
Approximately 4 to 5 projects are funded annually.

Contact:
Monty Gregg, Regional Upland Game Bird COE, 541-549-7724

Deschutes National Forest
Sisters Ranger District Office
Pine Street and Hwy. 20

" Sisters, OR 97759

1

Figure 1. Flymon Stewardship Project. Juniper removal completed on
the Sisters Ranger District. Work completed this summer through
NWTF and their partnership with Oregon Youth Challenge .

Ruffed Grouse (RGS) Center of Excellence
Accomplishments:

* Continue to work with Director of Conservation at
the RGS National Headquarters to promote
partnership projects in the Region.

*  When needed, work with local FS Wildlife Bios to
provide RGS with potential volunteer projects that
assist with habitat improvement work. This year a
project was identified on the OKA/WEN for National
Public Lands Day with wildlife biologist Jesse McCarty.
* Washington RGS continues to use Sonny Paz of the
MBS as their technical contact for project oversight.

*  GROUSE MAP - Continuing to refine the map for
each National Forest in the Region to improve the
accuracy of the habitat mapping. Check it out if you
have not done so at:
http://www.ruffedgrousesociety.org/grouse/

Other Upland Game Bird Organization:

Contacted Dave Budeau, ODFW Upland Game Bird
Coordinator to discuss the WAFWA Quail Working
Group and ongoing work and the meeting schedule. |
will be making contact with the group and inserting
myself into the meeting schedule. Also discussed on
going upland game bird work in Oregon. | will be
making contact with WDFW to introduce myself and
having similar discussions for Washington.

Currently there is one active chapter of Quail and
Upland Wildlife Federation. | have been in touch with
the Chapter President and will be attending meetings
to become familiar with their programs.




Colville National Forest

2014 Woodland Caribou Center of Excellence Accomplishments

SNOW PATROLS: During the winter of 2013 / 2014, Forest
Protection Officers (FPOs) completed 5 weekend patrols on
snowmobile in the forest’s portion of the Selkirk Mountains
Woodland Caribou Recovery Area. A biologist with the WA
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife participated. The purpose of
these patrols is to educate snowmobile riders about the
special needs of wintering caribou, and to monitor for
snowmobile use on closed roads and areas.

Snowmobile riding on open roads is not a caribou
management concern. Off-road riding on high ridges can
bring snowmobiles into contact with wintering caribou.
Animals may become stressed if they are approached too
closely, causing them to run and deplete energy reserves.
Consistent snowmobile use may cause caribou to abandon
an entire ridge system.

As in recent years, we detected a small number of illegal
entries by snowmobile riders onto Molybdenite Ridge, via
closed Forest Road 1936010. There were no other known
incursions on high ridges in the forest’s portion of the
recovery area.

VISITOR CONTACT PATROLS: In Fiscal Year 2014, FPOs
completed 20 weekend hunter contact patrols in the
recovery areas for grizzly bears and caribou. One objective
of these patrols is to inform hunters about proper species
identification, so a threatened or endangered species is not
mistaken for a game animal. We also provide information
(including brochures) on caribou ecology and recovery
efforts.

Figure 1: South Selkirk Mountains woodland caribou herd.
Photo courtesy of Leo DeGroot.

Figure 2. Wolf tracks / beds on ridge system used by
caribou. Photo courtesy of Leo DeGroot.

FIRE RETARDANT ASSESSMENT: The forest’s east zone
biologist completed a biological evaluation of the use of
fire retardants to combat wildfires in designated critical
habitat for caribou. This report will be folded into an
update to the original biological assessment for retardant
use on National Forest System lands. The update is
necessary due to the subsequent designation of critical
habitat for several listed species by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

CARIBOU POPULATION STATUS: This winter, biologists
with the British Columbia Ministry of Environment (BC)
captured 6 caribou of the South Selkirk Mountains herd
and fitted them with GPS collars. The primary intent is to
quickly respond to mortality signals from the collars, in
order to determine the cause of death. The CNF
contributed $1,500 towards the purchase of one collar.
BC biologists counted 18 caribou left in the ecosystem.
They also located one confirmed mortality due to wolf
predation in the vicinity of Little Snowy Top Mountain.
This was a surprise, since it was thought that wolves
would most likely spend the winter on low-elevation
ungulate winter ranges, where prey density should be
much higher.

Contacts: Mike Borysewicz, 509-446-7532 or
Amy Dillon, 509-684-7211

Colville National Forest
765 South Main Street
Colville, WA 99114




Okanogan-Wenatchee NF

Carnivore

2014 Center Of Excellence Activities

Canada lynx

* Coordinated implementation of the 2013 Lynx
Conservation Assessment and Strategy revision.

* Supported Univ BC-Kelowna MS student working on lynx

habitat and dispersal corridors between Washington Cascades

and British Columbia.
* Reviewed and commented on USFWS CH proposal.

Figure 1. Lynx at a wolverine run-pole camera station in the North Cascades.

Grizzly Bear

¢ Provided support for final hair corral/camera surveys
(North Cascades Rare Carnivore Survey).

e Assisted with funding to purchase and place wildlife
resistant trash facilities in key areas to reduce potential
conflict on Colville NF.

e Participated as Chair of the North Cascades Technical
Team, providing recommendations to the subcommittee on
issues of grizzly bear management. Reviewed and classified
reports received from the public of potential grizzly bear
sightings.

e Coordinated with USFWS and WA Conservation Science
Institute to use black bear data from hair snag surveys to
model carrying capacity of the North Cascades Ecosystem for
grizzly bears and determine optimal reintroduction sites.

Assisted National Carnivore program leader in planning and
implementing annual Carnivore Class in Yellowstone.

Contact:: John Rohrer (509) 996-4001

Okanogan-Wenatchee NF
Methow Valley RD

" 24 West Chewuch Road
Winthrop, WA 98862

Montane Red Fox
e Supported the Cascades Carnivore Project in surveys for
montane red fox and other rare carnivores in the southern
WA Cascades.
¢ Project partners:

Cascadia Wild, Conservation NW, WDFW, Mt Rainer NP,
and Western Transportation Institute.

West Coast Fisher

e Cooperated with the Washington Department of Fish &
Wildlife in implementation of their plan to reintroduce
fishers to the Cascade Range in Washington.

¢ Reviewed and commented on USFWS proposed listing of
the west coast DPS of fisher.

Wolf

¢ Provided support for the monitoring of the Lookout &
Teanaway Packs.

¢ Assisted Rogue River/Siskiyou NF in dealing with issues
around arrival of breeding wolf pair on Forest.

e Provided support for University of Washington PhD
student studying deer/wolf interactions.

e Provided support for Washington State University PhD
and MS students studying livestock/wolf interactions across
eastern Washington.

Figure 2. Gray wolf on Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.

Wolverine

* Provided support for the North Cascades Wolverine
project. Assisted with funding for trapping and monitoring.
* Provided support to expand camera surveys to
document wolverine distribution in central WA Cascades.

* Reviewed and commented on USFWS listing proposal.



Siuslaw National Forest

2014 Western Snowy Plover Center of Excellence Accomplishments

Habitat Improvement & Management:

* Handpulled 5 acres of European beachgrass. Removal
of large beachgrass hummocks within approximately 170
acre treatment area. Grass hummocks were removed
within the South Siltcoos, Overlook, Tahkenitch and
South Tenmile nesting areas.

* Applied 200 yards of oyster shell to Oregon Dunes
NRA snowy plover nesting areas to enhance habitat
suitability.

* Coordinated volunteer effort to remove 300 Ibs. of
beach debris from Baker Beach prior to plover nesting
season.

* Assisted Oregon Parks Recreation Department with
removal of over 5 truckloads of marine debris as well as
several boats.

* Installed, maintained, enforced and removed 16 miles
of symbolic fencing protecting beach nesting areas.

Outreach:

* Coordinated and trained 3 volunteer docents who
logged over 1,255 hours contacting 3,200 beach visitors
about plover protection measures. Volunteers were
supported through cooperation with Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

* Provided snowy plover related training for 6 Valuing
People and Places field rangers who assisted with
outreach near plover nesting areas at Oregon Dunes Day
Use Area and made over 3,300 plover related contacts.

* One PFT Wildlife Technician and one temporary
employee patrolled snowy plover nesting beaches to
provide outreach and enforcement of dry sand closures.

Nest Protection and Monitoring:

* Two seasonal biologists contracted through Oregon
Biodiversity Information Center monitored 167 snowy
plover nests and confirmed fledging of a record 135
plover chicks from Siuslaw National Forest nesting areas.

* Implemented new winter monitoring of key wintering
area at Siltcoos Beach.

Contact: Cindy Burns, 541-271-6021

Law Enforcement and Recreation Management
* Through cooperative multi-agency law
enforcement support (USFWS, OPRD and FS) 1
citation was issued and 193 incident reports filed,
primarily for vehicle, dog and human dry sand
closure violations.

Wildlife Services biologist with male harrier that was live
trapped after depredating plover nests.

Predator Management

* Through an inter-agency agreement with APHIS-
Wildlife Services two seasonal Wildlife Services
Specialists conducted predator damage management
activities near plover nesting areas to reduce predation
of plover eggs, chicks and adults from crows, ravens,
raptors and coyote. This year’s major achievement was
the live capture of a male harrier that was depredating
most nests within his home range. Predator control has
been instrumental in increasing nesting and fledging
success of snowy plover in Oregon.

Other duties include serving as a Forest Service
representative at Snowy Plover Working Group
meetings, Predator Management and Outreach
Subcommittees. Plan and direct implementation of
habitat improvement projects, coordinate outreach,
education opportunities and recreation management.

Siuslaw National Forest
3200 SW Jefferson Way
/' Corvallis, OR 97331




Region 6

2014 NRIS Wildlife Database Accomplishments

2014 saw no major changes in the NRIS
Wildlife application. Legacy data migrations
continued, and are almost complete for the
region.

2014 Accomplishments

One classroom training was hosted by the

Deschutes, in Bend last February. R6 Forests added more than 50,000 new

observations and 23,000 sites since
reporting began in 2009. Almost 700

The National User Group continued .
P surveys are also in the database.

discussions on data sharing and
confidentiality issues, bat caves and INFRA,
coordination with NICE and WIT, and
invasive wildlife species.

Region 6 NRIS Wildlife Observations & Sites
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Figure 1. Growth of NRIS Wildlife Data 2009-2014 by forest.

NRIS Wildlife Center of Excellence
Okanogan-Wenatchee NF Forest
Methow Valley RD

24 West Chewuch Road

Winthrop, WA 98862

Contact: Ann G Sprague, 509-996-4047



Willamette National Forest

2014 Mollusk Center of Excellence Accomplishments

Tiffany Young (Willamette National Forest) functions as the "Center of Excellence" for mollusk conservation in Oregon
and Washington for the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management.

The primary duties under this position include:

* Serves as a liaison with the Smithsonian Institute, Carnegie Museum of
Natural History, Oregon State Arthropod Collection (OSAC), the Xerces
Society and the Siskiyou Field Institute.

* Field consultant on mollusk habitat and species identification.
* Provides training for mollusk identification and survey techniques.
* Coordinates and provides identification services for mollusk vouchers.

* Curates mollusk specimens for permanent collections stored at OSAC,
the Smithsonian and Carnegie Museum of Natural History.

¢ Circulates current conservation information on mollusks to the field
units.

Photo.: Betsy Howell 2014

* Provides peer-reviews for research papers and journal articles.
Field Consultation — Olympic National Forest

2014 Accomplishments

* Provided three Mollusk Identification Workshops serving the Deschutes, Mt.
Hood, Okanogan-Wenatchee, Olympic, Rogue River-Siskiyou, Umpqua & Willamette
National Forests; Eugene & Roseburg BLM Districts; and TEAMS Enterprise Units.
These workshops provided biologists with an overview of mollusk anatomy,
identification techniques and field survey techniques. Forty-five people total were
reached.

* Provided field consultation to the Okanogan-Wenatchee, Olympic, Rogue River-
Siskiyou, Umpqua & Willamette National Forests. Services included assisting field
biologist in suitable mollusk habitat, survey techniques and species identification.

* Provided species identification services for Forest Service and BLM field units.
Services included identifying 147 snail and slug specimens collected in the field,

processing vouchers and providing feedback on identification results.
Photo : Alan Dyck 2012

Field Consultation — Mt. Hood NF

* Embarked on a curation project for the Region involving the
permanent preservation of mollusk specimens stored at OSAC. Ongoing
tasks involve curating specimens received from the field units, building
training collections for field units and providing specimens for other
museum collections.

* Reviewed technical papers for ISSSSP funded projects and Northwest k . - : 3 S5
Science. .Phot.q': Bill L’e_o_'i;ar.d 2000 ‘ﬂ
Willamette National Forest Carinacauda stormi (Cascade Axetail)
Sweet Home Ranger District
4431 Highway 20 Contact: Tiffany Young, 541-367-3963, tayoung@fs.fed.us

Sweet Home, OR 97386



Region 6 Pacific Northwest

2014 DecAlID Center of Excellence Accomplishments

FY 2014 was the first year for the DecAlID Center of
Excellence. Barbara Webb was selected as the COE.

In FY 2014 the Region continued to update and

improve the DecAlD website, as well as be available

for individual assistance with use of DecAlD.
Accomplishment highlights include:

Website maintenance

* Update of website into new Contribute software

programming.
* Review of 30 scientific journals

monthly/quarterly for recent science to incorporate

into website.
* Began re-analysis of vegetation data in
coordination with PNW.

Training

* Conduct 4 training webinars to regional
employees covering basics to a refresher for
seasoned users.

* One site-specific training for employees in the
Blue Mountain Forests.

Figure 1. Three-toed woodpeckers,
photo courtesy Steve Kozlowski

Contacts: Barbara Webb, 541-383-4788
Kim Mellen-McLean, 503-808-2677

Figure 2. Lewis’ woodpecker, Photo courtesy of Dave Herr

Implementation

* Development of a new Region-wide DecAlD
distribution analysis using the new 2012 GNN
data. Complete with detailed, step-by-step
instructions to use the data and incorporate into
NEPA analysis.

* Development of a DecAlD toolbox for ArcGlIS.

* Continued update of training materials and
examples for DecAlD Implementation Guide.

B8 DechID - Decayed Wood | x

= > C A [ wwwisfedus/ré/nr/wildlife/decaid/
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Deschutes National Forest
Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District
63095 Deschutes Market Rd
Bend, OR 97701
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