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Agpaoa 
Regional Forester 
USDA Forest Service 
1 720 Peachtree Road NW 
Atlanta, GA 30309 

Ms. Agpaoa: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is responding to your letter dated August 4, 2014, 
which requests concurrence with determination that continued implementation of 
Forest Service Southern Region Land and Resource Management Plans (Forest Plans) is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the northern long-eared bat (NLEB). The Service 
has proposed to classify the NLEB as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (78 

61046-61080). Under 50 CFR § 402.IO(a), Federal agencies shall confer with the Service on 
any action that is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any proposed species. Service 

dkrusac
Sticky Note
No need to address northern long-eared bat at project level BA because we already did regional level no jeopardy determination.



2 Ms. Apagoa 

Although a conference is not required, your letter acknowledges the potential for adverse effects, 
including a low probability of direct mortality, resulting from actions taken to achieve the 
objectives of Southern Region Forest Plans consistent with their current standards and 
guidelines. the NLEB is listed, such actions would then require formal consultation. 
Anticipating this possibility, our staffs have been discussing a voluntary conference addressing 
all Southern Region Forest Plans that would follow the procedures for formal consultation ( 50 
CFR § 402.14). The voluntary conference would begin upon Service receipt of a written request 
that includes all of the information necessary to initiate formal consultation (50 § 
402.14( c) ). description of the proposed action under this request may include proposed 
modifications of or additions to Forest Plan standards and guidelines that would conserve the 
NLEB in furtherance of the purposes of the ESA. The voluntary conference would conclude 
with a conference opinion. Should NLEB be listed, the Forest Service may request 
confirmation of the conference opinion writing. Upon this request, the Service may adopt 
conference opinion as the biological opinion issued through formal consultation if no significant 
changes have occurred in either the proposed action or the information used in the conference. 

look forward to working with the Forest Service on the conservation of the Please 
contact Jerry Ziewitz, Southeast Region Section 7 Coordinator (850-877-6513) if you have any 
questions about this letter or for further coordination. 

Sincerely, 

N 



