
Boots in the Forest 

SOIL SCIENTIST: 
JEFF BRUGGINK 
 

Jeff Bruggink is Region 4’s Soil Scientist and Post-Fire Program Manager. He gets 
involved with Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) projects like those shown below.  

 
Flooding after the Seeley Fire on the Manti-La Sal National Forest closed a state highway. 

  
This recreational area was closed after post-fire 
runoff caused significant damage. 

Mud and debris from post-fire runoff buried this 
campground. 



 

 

A helicopter prepares to drop mulch on a burned 
area to reduce runoff and erosion. 

  

 

Aerial dropping of straw mulch on a burned area helps to 
increase ground cover. 

Determining soil types on a proposed vegetation 
project is important when planning and designing 
treatments. 

Jeff samples soils in a high-elevation meadow to 
determine the effects of grazing on soil infiltration 
and water movement. 
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