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Kaibab National Forest soil scientist receives national-level award for
watershed resources work

Williams, Ariz., June 2, 2015—For Immediate Release. Kaibab National Forest’s soil scientist was
recently one of several recipients of a national-level Forest Service award recognizing collaborative
efforts in aquatic resource management.

Kit MacDonald, who has been the Kaibab’s soil scientist since 2010, was one of several team members,
both active and retired Forest Service employees, selected for the “National Rise to the Future” award in
Collaborative/Integrative Aquatic Stewardship. Specifically, the team pioneered the first and only
nationally consistent, comprehensive approach to Best Management Practices for the diverse range of
ground-disturbing activities that occur on National Forest System lands. BMPs are land management
practices designed to reduce or eliminate the introduction of pollutants to water bodies such as streams,
lakes and wetlands.

“Kit provided tremendous contributions to the National BMP Program,” said Pamela Edwards, a research
hydrologist for the Forest Service Northern Research Station and a leader in the agency’s efforts to
establish a national approach to responding to water quality concerns. “He was involved in a huge amount
of support for the program in many areas but especially in providing BMP monitoring training to field
units. He was a great asset and brought a lot of on-the-ground experience from which we could draw.”

The National BMP Program that the team developed includes a framework for using an interdisciplinary
process to identify needed BMP prescriptions during project planning. The framework also includes a
systematic approach to monitoring the implementation and effectiveness of those prescriptions to protect
water quality.

The program has improved performance, accountability, consistency and efficiency in protecting water
quality and aquatic resources. It is helping the Forest Service meet its stewardship objective of providing
abundant, clean water to meet the needs of the public and ecosystems.

“Best Management Practices have been an important part of my career as a soil scientist for many years,”
MacDonald said. “Maintaining soil productivity through prevention of erosion and contamination, and
protecting water quality during land disturbing activities are among my core values as a steward of soils
and watershed resources.”
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BMP team members, including MacDonald, were presented with their “National Rise to the Future”
award May 18 at a reception at the National Archives in Washington, D.C., hosted by Forest Service
Chief Tom Tidwell and Associate Chief Mary Wagner.

“I was very excited that the team won this prestigious award,” MacDonald said. “The Forest Service is
recognized nationally and internationally for excellence in stewardship of land and aquatic resources. It is

truly an honor to be acknowledged by the Forest Service for my contribution to what I feel is world-
renowned stewardship of public lands.”

Kaibab National Forest soil scientist Kit MacDonald assists in removing old
fencing during a spring restoration project on the North Kaibab Ranger
District in summer 2014.
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Kit MacDonald, who has been the soil scientist for the Kaibab National Forest since 2010, inventories springs
on the forest and helps prioritize needed restoration work in order to protect these important water sources.
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