Boots in the Forest

SADDLE & PACK STOCK

Interviewed by Hans Bastian, Rangeland Management Specialist, Westside Ranger District

Hi, I’m Drifter, the saddle and pack stock for the Westside Ranger District on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest and
Curlew National Grassland. | assist with range, wildlife, recreation, trails,
and fire programs requiring backcountry travel.

How long have you been in this position?

I have been with the Forest Service since 2010 when | was 5 years old
(that’s 15 in horse years). | am one of seven horses on the south zone of
the Forest.

What is required for your position?

I must be able to adjust to a variety of situations. | can be ridden or used
to pack equipment or gear. | need to remain healthy and sound to
accomplish work tasks. | must also have a good disposition, but | do admit that I get spooky when the wind is blowing.

What is a day like in your “boots”?

I live at the Bannock Guard Station, which is one of my favorite locations on the Forest. At the guard station, there is
always tall mountain pasture and water. | explore the rest of the Forest roughly 30 days a season. I do allotment
inspections, access hon-motorized trails, assist with wildlife surveys, and have hauled equipment for fire crews. The more
country | see, the more | like it. My favorite co-worker is Rocky, the other District horse who | spend most of my days
with.

What were you doing when this photo was taken?

I was hauling in lumber for a single-track trail bridge. | have to be mindful of my load as I try not to damage items in
transport. The more remote the location, the more
important | feel in my contribution to the work
assignment.

What footwear are you wearing?

My feet are not real big. I am 15 hands tall (five feet
tall at the withers) and wear a 00 (“double aught™) rim
in the horseshoe world. | need to rotate to new shoes
approximately every eight weeks during the higher
work season. | like wearing shoes since | do not want
to be limited in the rocky areas that I like to access.

What do you like about your job?

I like to walk fast and if appropriate trot out for longer
distances. | like to get into the backcountry and then
take a break and munch on some mountain grass. | Drifter prepares to haul lumber for a trail bridge.




also like that get to travel cross-country and am not
limited to designated routes. My favorite part about my
job is the attention | get from all folks who meet me. |
have the ability to put a smile on their faces as I allow
them to give me a pat on the neck.

What career paths are in your future?

I would like to stay on the District as long as | am
capable of doing the work. When | am 20 years old (that
is 60 in horse years), | would like to slow down and find
some pasture where a little kid would pamper me
beyond reason.

Drifter’s “boots” aren’t like most Forest Service
employees’ footwear.

OUR FOUR-FOOTED
EMPLOYEES

Saddle and pack stock have played
an important role in administering
the national forests for over a
century. During the Forest Service’s
first decades, rangers had to supply
their own horses and saddles. They
also had to pass an exam to prove
they could throw a diamond hitch
and pack a horse.

Pack strings became increasingly

important after 1910 when Congress
provided funds for infrastructure to “In this photo, I’'m making a livestock grazing

support fire suppression. Horses and ingpect]on. V\(hen_ I am out looking at grazing

o utilization guidelines, | can use my hooves to make
mules were vital in the development quick assessments of remaining vegetation. From the
of trails, roads, telephone lines, and bottom of my hoof to the top of the hairline is about
lookout towers. four inches, so it helps me make a visual
comparison.”

to read profiles of horses
and mules on the Ruby Mountains
Ranger District in Nevada.

Interested in becoming a packer?
to learn more.



http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/home/?cid=STELPRD3839801
http://www.fs.fed.us/blogs/born-pack-second-generation-mule-packer-turns-love-animals-and-great-outdoors-exciting-career

	SADDLE & PACK STOCK
	How long have you been in this position?
	What is required for your position?
	What is a day like in your “boots”?
	What were you doing when this photo was taken?
	What footwear are you wearing?
	What do you like about your job?
	What career paths are in your future?





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		DrifterInternetProfile.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Skipped		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



