
 

 
 
 
 

Flathead National Forest 
650 Wolfpack Way 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

Web: http://www.fs.usda.gov/flathead 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/FlatheadNF 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/discovertheflathead 

 

 

News Release 

 

Media Contact:  Ema L. Braunberger 
(406) 758-5252 

ebraunberger@fs.fed.us 

 

Bear Euthanized at Abbot Bay Boat Ramp 
 
 

KALISPELL, MONTANA - On Saturday, June 13, a Forest Service employee working on the 
Hungry Horse Reservoir entered the Abbot Bay boat ramp area and observed large amounts of 
belongings and food scattered around.  The employee made contact with a group camped at the 
site who stated that a bear had gotten into an unattended cooler with food while they were 
away.  Dispersed camping is allowed at the boat ramp area.  After further investigation the 
employee also found that a bear had received food from another campsite that had also left 
items unattended.  The employee noted that the bear had broken into a converted bus at the 
boat ramp and removed numerous food and non-food items. 
 
FWP and Forest Service rangers closed the boat ramp to public entry.  On Monday, June 15, 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) bear biologists captured the 110 pound, sub-adult black bear at 
the boat ramp.  The bear was euthanized after biologists determined that it had become 
habituated to receiving food rewards from campsites.  
 

Please help prevent BEAR-HUMAN problems by following: 

 Never feed bears or leave food for them.  

 Keep tents and sleeping bags free of food odors; never store food in them.  

 Do not leave food or other attractants in packs or coolers around a camp overnight. 

Place food as well as trash in your vehicle or hang 10 feet above the ground and at least 

4 feet away from the tree(s).  Bear resistant containers are also available. 

 Consider cooking and eating away from tent/sleeping areas.  

 Report all bear activity and sightings to the local authorities. 
 

For additional information, contact the Hungry Horse-Glacier View Ranger Districts in Hungry 
Horse at 406-387-3800. 
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