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Camper fatally injured during thunderstorm on the Allegheny NF 

Warren, Pa. (June 24, 2015) – A fierce thunderstorm in northwestern Pennsylvania resulted 
in the death of a camper who was camping with a church group in a remote area of the 
Allegheny National Forest. The storm came through the Minister Creek Campground around 
6:00 a.m. causing power outages and wide-spread downed trees.  

A fifteen-year-old girl from New Brighton, PA, was fatally injured and two other campers were 
injured from a falling tree. A third camper later complained of a headache and received 
medical attention. The campers were taken to the Cherry Grove Volunteer Fire Department 
in Clarendon, PA where community volunteers provided food and care until the Red Cross 
arrived. The campers returned to the Pine Valley Bible Camp in Ellwood City, Pa that 
evening. 

Multiple state, county and local emergency response organizations provided assistance. The 
Warren County Sheriff’s Department and volunteer fire departments from Sheffield, Cherry 
Grove, Clarendon, Pleasant, Ludlow, Kane, Marienville, West Hickory and Tionesta worked 
hard to clear trees and help evacuate the campers. A state helicopter provided medical 
transport. “The help we received from the community was phenomenal,” said Forest 
Supervisor Sherry Tune. “I saw the care and compassion in the faces of every person who 
helped during this tragic event and I want to express my gratitude to them.” 

Finally, because of the number of downed trees in the area and the need to conduct a risk 
assessment, the Allegheny has issued a temporary emergency closure order to close part of 
the Minister Creek Hiking Trail. “We need to evaluate the extent of the damage and get the 
work done so we can reopen as soon as possible,” said Tune. The two loops closest to the 
campground will remain open, as will the North Country Trail at the northern part of the trail. 
Information about the status of the Minister Creek Hiking Trail will be posted on the 
Allegheny’s website: http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny/. 
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The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with a mission of 
sustaining the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the 
needs of present and future generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region has 17 national forests 
and one national tallgrass prairie located throughout 20 Midwestern and Eastern states. We’re spread 
from Maine to Minnesota and from Maryland to Missouri. For more information, visit 
www.fs.usda.gov/R9. 

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and 
private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. The public 
lands that the Forest Service manages, contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year 
through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water 
supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in 
stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S. and includes 100 
million acres that are urban forests where most Americans live. For more information, visit 
www.fs.usda.gov/. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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