e
United States Forest’ R-1 (;;496£§§/£ I
Department of Service et véﬁilﬁ““
- . e r ,ﬁ P
Agriculture ckfzatd%ﬁﬁgif gﬁfétﬂk

Reply To: 2300 Recreation Date: March 29, 1992
Subject: Montana National Forest Visitor Study
To: Recreation Staff Officers

Enclosed is one copy of the compiled reports for all Montana National Forests
and the regional summary report as presented by University of Montana. We have
also attached some rough summary tables so you can quickly compare the results
for 211 the Montana Forests.

PR

Please feel free to copy any of this for your Districts or other agencies.
Share it with your management team and resource specialists. It may be of
interest to Wildlife Biologists developing wildlife viewing areas, for example.

This is still current data and despite limitations resulting from relatively
small sample size, can still yield valuable information for management
decisions. These reports are mostly first level analysis or simple reporting of
data using one variable. Appendix B beginning on page 43 of the Montana Forests
Summary Report shows some sample second level analyses involving more than one
variable to indicate how the data base can be used to probe deeper. We have
asked the Institute for Tourism to conduct additional second.level analysis this
year to further demonstrate how the data base can be used to generate management
information. For example, they will further evaluate the needs and preferences
of those parties who indicated they included at least one person with
disabilities. Copies of this further work will be forwarded when complete in
late Spring. ‘

Tdaho Forests may wish to compare these figures with those resulting from
similar studies in Idaho. It's important that we critically examine all the
various survey methodologies (Customer, etc.) to determine which yield useful
information about our visitors/customers in a cost-effective manner.

A second part of the work the fnstitute for Tourism and Recreation Research is
doing this year is to develop better ways to report the results of their
studies. They have met with managers from the Bitterroot National Forest to
better understand the issues and needs facing them. Should you have suggestions
about reporting format or how the studies could better focus on important
issues, please send them to me and I will forward them to Mike Yean and Tim
Hammond at the University of Montana.

Thank you and enjoy your reading.

.

Keith Thurlkill
Interpretive Specialist
Wilderness, Recreation and Cultural Resources
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3.20 AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS PLANNING FOR TRIP

| AREA NMB. DAYS | RES |[NON-RES]
BVHD |MEAN 37| 136
STND DEVIATION 85| 132
MEDTAN L7 90
BTRT |MEAN 21| 106
STND DEVIATION 601 107
MEDIAN 3 60
CUST |MEAN 23| 137
STND DEVIATION s6l 127
MEDIAN 7 90
DLDG |MEAN 371 161
STND DEVIATION g1| 126
MEDIAN 71 150
FLHD |MEAN ao| 114
STND DEVIATION 99| 101
MEDIAN 7 60
GALL |MEAN 49 97
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