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pear Don,

Thanks for gending me your letter concerning the Ten Lakes Wilderness
grudy Area. 1 can understand your confusion relating o this matter, as
the designation of the aresa as 2 wilderness Study Area, where the goals
of retaining the nyilderness characteristics and values, allow natural
ecological processes to continue, maintain the opportunity for
primitive forms of recreation..." are clearly stated in the Kooctenai
Forest Plan. But the Plan also states under Recreation standards, that
ngnownebile use is presently permitted... That use may continue unless
it is determined to conflict with grizzly management o other wildlife
standards." These decisicns were made after the Forest Service had
analysed comments £rom ish and Game pgrsonnel, district biclogists,
and after the proposed plan received the scrutiny of the public. Whern
the Forest FPlan was signed in 1987, it was accepted that the Ten Lakes
would be managed as a wilderness, with the exception of the use of
snowmobiles.

snowmcbile use has increased considerably since rhe Plan was signed,
and I realize that rhere is a stIOng feeling ameng many people that the
men Lakes is losing its wildernmess character and is actually being
damaged by the use of snowmobiles. The cucting cf trees to make 2
rravel corridor (the "swath") near therriault Pass has been the most
obvious agtion to vake place. In order to prevent future pcourrencss
of this type, we are patrolling the Ten Lakes in the winter and summer
ro inform the users of this area of theixr responsibilties in protecting
both plant and wildlife species.

T wish there was sSome way I could rell you that we have a guick and
easy way to address your concerms, put we don’'t. The existing Plan is
what we use to gulide us in the management of the Forest, and until the
pew plan is given to us, we will continue to use what we have. We will
monitor spowmobile use in the Ten Lakes, wWe will do all we can to
insure wildiife and plant populations are not negatively impacted, and
we will allow snowmobiles to continue using this area until it is

designated wildermess oOF the Forest Plan is modified.




Your interest in the management cof the Ten Lakeg is greatly
appreciated, and I hope you will continue to giwve us ycur imput. If you
have further concerns, please feel free to contact me.

* Sincerely,

Jane P. Kollmeyer
District Ranger
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