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DRAFT

MEPA/NEPA/HB495 CHECKLIST

PART L. PROPOSED AQTIQI_’! DESQRIETIQN

1.

If Applicable:

Type of Proposed State Action To provi ing for_the ar
ngwmggnlg trali in Northwestern Montana.

Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), 490
North Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 1406) 752-8501

Name of Project Ten Lakes Snowmghbilg Trail

Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)
Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club, P. O. Box 404, Eureka, MT 58917 (406) 889-3384

t

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date Trail grooming to commence no sooner

- than December 1, and to end on March 15 as noted in the Development and QOperating

Agreament with the U. S, Forest Service
Estimated Completion Date N/A
Current Status of Project Design (% compiete) N/A

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county,.range and township)

' Lincoln County, T36&37N, R24&25W

Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are
currently: _

- {a) Developed: B {d) Floodplain .......... __acres
© . residential . .... __ acres ' s
industrial ...... __acres ()  Productive:
S _ irrigated cropland .. ... —. acres -
(b) : Open Space/Woodlands/ ., drycropland ........ . acres
' Recreation . .... __acres ~ forestry ........... *40 acres
: rangeland .......... __acres
{c) Woetlands/Riparian other ............. __acres
Areas ........ __acres

*Groomed trail is located on 41 miles of existing road.

8.

~ Map/site plan: attach an original 8 1/2" x 11" or larger section of the most recent |

USGS 7.5 series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area
that would be affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be
substituted if more appropriate or if requured by agency rule. If available, a site plan
should also be attached.

See maps in Section g,



9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and
Purpose of the Proposed Action. _ _ : :

Since snowmobiling was introduced to the American public in the 60s, it has become an
increasing individual, group and family winter recreational activity.. With increasing use, trails

in the area became less desirable due to bumps and mogels, and less safe for all users. Use '

was scattered throughout Graves, Wigwam, and Williams creeks and other drainages. With
no grooming the trails became unsafe and unsatisfactory for winter recreation use. There was
increasing conflicts between motorized and nonmotorized users. It soon became apparent
that organizing groups and clubs to assist in trail development, maintenance, and safety for
trail users was necessary. ' ' :

Snowmobilers in the Eureka/Fortine area of Northwest Montana met on January 26,1989 and
established the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club. Goals and objectives were established to 1)
promote family participation in snowmobiling, 2} promote snowmobile safety, 3) be allow
use of State grooming funds, and 4) develop safer trails for club and public trail users (see
Appendix L). Club members began grooming trails in the area with a makeshift snowmobile
trail groomer to make the trails safer for use. '

With the Establishment of the Snowmobile Club, and by working with the FWP and the

Fortine Ranger District, USFS, a snowmobile trail was established on existing roads. Trailhead

facilities for the snowmobilers were developed at Birch Craek, which included parking, toilet
and bulletin board, on the Graves Creek Road. Groomed trails included Graves, Williams,
Wigwam to Therreaults Lakes, a short spur up Otter Creek, a short spur to Wheasel Lake and
‘up Stahl and Clarence creek roads. In all, the groomed trails equated 48 miles. in 1991,

williams Creek Trail was dropped from grooming, making the total presently at 41 miles as’

it was not feasible to haul the groomer over four miles of plowed roads to groom seven miles
of trail. In 1990, FWP provided a snowmobile trail groomer for the Club to use. ‘

All trails are located on National Forest Land under a Development and Operating Agreer‘nént

issued by the Kootenai National Forest (see Appendix L}. FWP furnishes the trail groomer.and

has contributed approximately $1,450 - $2,100 annually for the past several years. The road
to the Birch Creek Trailhead is plowed by the county. - '

In addition to providing a winter recreation experience for Lincoln and Flathead residents, and
a few Canadian visitors, the Club is involved in helping with the first or last leg of the Trans
Montana Ride. This is a fund raiser for charities, which have included M.S. and Special
Olympics. Each year the ride begins or ends at the Canadian border on the Ten Lakes
Snowmobile Trail. : .

Establishment of the snowmobile trail system also provided some easing of conflicts with

nonmotorized winter trail users. Williams Creek trail was no longer groomed, however,

snowmobilers occasionally use it. Cross country ski trails in the area include Glen-Griffith
Creek, groomed intermittently by a local volunteer; Birch Creek Trailhead, signed but not
groomed; ' Laughing Water east of Murphy Lake, signed and groomed by volunteers, and
ungroomed Deep Creek. Cross-country skiers use the existing groomed snowmobile trail to
reach areas they wish to visit. There are some conflicts, however, they are mainly of a social

nature.



A public meeting was held, in Fortine on the evening of July 20, 1995. Eighteen people
attended the mesting with the O'bjBCtIVB of discussing the continuation of the groomed trail.
- {See attendance list, Appendlx A)

Concerns discussed included: 1) Stahl and Clarence creek trails as they promote snowmobile:
use in the wilderness study area and the Ten Lakes Scenic Areg, 2} level of snowmobile use
off groomed trails and conflicts with cross-country skiers, 3) impact to grizzlies and sffect
‘of noise on wildlife, and 4) Snowmobile Club has quit grooming some trails and do not travel
other roads making them more available for cross-country skiers. -

Prior to the July 20 public meeting, lstters were sent to numerous interested parties and a
news release was sent to the ‘many newspapers in Lincoln and Flathead Counties (see
Appendix B). In addition five letters were received from interested parties (see Appendix C).

On August 10, 1995 a second public meeting was held in Eureka to review and discuss verbal
and written comments so that objactive alternatlves could be discussed. Thirty-six persons

-attended the mesting (see Appendix D).

Five alternatives were developed: (see following maps)

Alternative #1 - No Action _ _
Financing from FWP would cease. Trail grooming would no longer take place. Roads in the

area would continue to be used by snowmobilers. Séfety, to all users may suffer. Major
accidents could occur. Plowing the road to Birch Creek trailhead may cease, creating
unsatisfactory traffic conditions along plowed area of Graves Creek Road. Snowmobile use
in the Wilderness Study Areas wouid continue.

Alternative #2 - Elimination hl laren reek R from the groomed trail em
This may eliminate easy snowmobile access into the Ten Lakes Wilderness Study Area.
Conflicts with cross-country skiers may be reduced. With these two trails eliminated, cross-
country skiers would still ski over three miies of groomed snowmobile trail to reach the
nongroomed trails. Therriault Creek ski trails permit skier accesé without snowmobile
intarference into the Wilderness Study Areas. . The Kootenai National Forest Plan pfesently
permits snowmobile use in the Wilderness Study Areas. '

Alternative #3 - Elimi | Creek R roomin
Very similar to Alternative #2. Same comments apply.

Alternative #4 - Retain existing gr rai _

This alternative provides easy access into the Wilderﬁess Study Area and Ten Lakes Scenic
Area. Snowmobile use in these two areas is permitted as indicated in the Kootenai National
Forest Management Plan (ses Appendix K). There is also concern that snowmobiles are in
conflict with wildlife; however, FWP and Forest Service wildlife biologists have indicated no



major problems {see Appendixes H and 1). Tuchuck and Seaton-Thomas proposed Wilderness
Areas are located in the Flathead National Forest along the county boundary to the east.
Frozen Lake Road, Lewis Creek-Timothy Meadow Road, and Whale Creek Rbads are open to
both winter and summer motorized use. These two proposed wilderness areas are open to
métorized use from December 1 through March 30. If these areas became designated
Wilderness, motorized use will be gliminated. Cross-country skiing is available as shown on

the attached maps.

A!ternatlve #5 - Add Wolverine Creek Road to Alternative #4
This would add an additional two miles to the existing system and may promote addmonal
~.motorized use in Ten Lake Scenic Area. The road also passes through moose winter ranges.

preferred Alternative _
" Alternative #4 is the preferred alternative. It should be noted that in all alternatives except

#1, cross-country skiers gain easy access into the area and usa of the parking area, as the
resuit of the established snowmobile trail. Currently, they utilize the groomed snowmobile
trail as none of their trails are groomed on a planned and continuous schedule because ofa
lack of funds. The Kootenal National Forest does not groom ski or snowmobile tra|ls

10. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlappmg or additional
jurisdiction. :

(a}) ~ Permits:

Agency Name ' Permit Date Filed/#
Kootenai National Forest  Development & Operating Plan March 23, 1989
506 Hwy #2 ' ‘ '

Libby, MT 59923

(b} ~ Funding:- o
Agency Name Funding Amount
Montana Fish, Wnldhfe & Parks - $1,450 ‘
Region One

490 North Meridian Road
Kalispell, MT 59901

(c)  Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

. Agency Name Type of Resnonglbnhtv
U.S. Forest Service Land Management Agency
FWP ‘ ‘ Grant Management
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11.  List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:
State of Montana:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Department of Environmental Quality
- Air Quality Division

- Water Quality Division -
State Historical Preservation Office
Kootenai National Forest

Flathead National Forest o
The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation



PART Il. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

* ’ . .
1. LAND RESOURCES ) IMPACT Canlmpact | . .
‘ ‘ " Be .. omment
Will the proposed action resuit in: Unknown® Nens Minor™ Potentially | Mitigated® Index
Significant ]
» a. Soil instability or changes In geologic ‘ x . ’ - .
substructure? :
b. Disruption, displacement, srosion, compaction, = - X

moisture loss, or over-covering of soil which would
reduca productivity or fertility?

b . Destruction, covering or modification of any
unique geclogic or physical features?

d. Changes in siltation, deposition or erosion patterns X
that may modify the channel of a river or stream or the )
bed or shore of a lake?

e. Exposure of people or property to earthquakes, - X Yes ‘ 1.e.

- landslides, ground failure, or other natural hazard?

f. Other

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative snd Secondary Effscts on Land Resources {Attach additional pages of narrative if needed): .
1.e. There are three slide paths located east of Graves Creek Road, however, they should rarely pose avalanche danger to

users of this route. The best way to accomplish avalanche warnings for the entire area is to have a clear, concise message
at the trailhead. The phone number for the weekend avalanche report will be posted at the Ranger Station and trailhead (see

Appendix E).

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

2. AIR ,  IMPACT® , ' :
- : Can ln:pact Comment

. . : ; o : d
Will the proposed action result in: Unknown® Nona Minor™ Potentially Mitigated ¥ Index

i Significant -

» a. Emission of air pollutants or deterioration of X No - 2.a.
ambiant air quality? {slso sewe 13 {c)} ‘ _
b. Creation of objectionable odors? X " No - 2.b.
¢, Alteration of air moevement, moisture, or : x '

temperature patterns or any change in climate, either
locally or ragionally?

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, including crops, due - : X
to increased emissions of pollutants? :
e. % For P-R/D-J projects, will the project result in any x

discharge which will conflict with federal or state air
quaiity regs? [Also see 2a) ) -

" f. Other

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effacts on Air Resources (Attach additional pa.ges.of narrativ.s. if neadedl: )
2.a.b. Emissions of pollutants and odors will continue until such time when the snowmobile industry improves engine

technology reducing emissions. - Until such time snowmobile owners can reduce emissions by keeping their machines tuned
to the maker's specifications {see Appendix F).. :

e Includs a narrativa explanaticn under Part Il describing the scopa and level of impact. If the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact
has not of can not be evaluated, ' '

> Include & narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM) :

* Datermine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe ‘any minor or potantially significant impacts.

+e Include a discussion about the issus in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

6



* x

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT : : ' o

.WATER | | o
3. WATER : ‘. _ IMPACT ‘ Can Impact
. ] A Se Comment
Will the proposed action result in: » UnknownZ | None | Minor® Potentially Mitigated ™ Index
. : ‘ ; ‘ Significant . ‘
» a. Discharge into surface water or any slteration of. ' X . :
surface water quality including but not limited to
temperature, ‘dissclved oxygen or turbidity?
b. Changes in drainage patterns of the rate and amount of . ' X |
surface runoff?
¢. Alteration of the course or magnitu'ds of flood water or : X '
ather flows? '
d. Changss in the amount of surface water in any weter X
body or creatfon of a new water body? ’
e. Exposure of people or property to water related hazards x
such as flooding? '
f. Changas in the quality of groundwater? X '
g. Changes in tHe quantity of groundwater? ' x
h, Increase in risk of contamination of surface or X "~ Yes 1.4
groundwater? e
i. Effects on any existing water right or reservation? : . ' x
i- Effects on other water users ae a result of any alteration ) X
in surface aor groundwater quality?
k. Effects on other users as e result of any alteration in X
surface or groundwater quantity? :
i. # #For P-R/D-J, will the project affect a designated X
floodplain? (Also see 3¢) :
m. #Far P;H[D-J, will the project resuit in any discharge X
that will affect federal or state water quality regulationa?
{Also see 3a) ' .
n. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Water Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

3.h. There is tha chance of fuel spillage when filling the gasoline tanks, however, the amount is very small and chances of
reaching surface or groundwater before evaporation is slim. Amounts of 25 gallons or less of gasoline are not required to
be reported to the Department of Environmental Quality. It is doubtful that all spillage during the use season reaches this

amount {see Appendixes G and H).

o3 Include a narrative exptanation under Part Il describing the scope.and level of impact. if the impact is unknown, explsin why the unknown impact
has not or can not be evaluated. ) ‘

> Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

L ] " Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any miner or potentially signiflcant impacts.

L X ] Include a discussion about the issus in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

7



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

%
4. VEGETATION IMPACT Can mpact
: . Be Cormment
Will the proposed action result in: Unknown® None Minor® :Pte.r;.tialh; Mitigated index
) . ignitican

M‘
a. Changes in the diversity, productivity or abundance i X 1
- of plant species {including trees, shrubs, grass, crops, ’ :
and aquatic plants}? . ‘ '

b. Alteration of a plant community? ) .oX

c. Adverse sffects on any unique, rare, threatened, or X
endangered species? :

d. Reduction in acreaga or productivity of-any ' . X

agricultursl land? ;

e. Establishment or spread of noxious weeds? : X Yes 4.8,
f. ® ¢ For P-R/D-J, will the project affect wetlands, or X

prime and unique farmland?

g. Other:

Narrative Dascription and Evaluation of ths Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

4.e. The Fortine District has sprayed the Grave Creek Road and the Birch Creek Recreation Area with herbicides for the last
five years to contain the spread of Spotted Knapweed. This has been a fairly successful endeavor, reducing the pumber of
plants and stopping the spread of the plant to a large degree. The majority of the spread of this plant is due to motorized
vehicles (mainly cars and trucks using the roads). Spread of the seeds of this plant is minimal in the wintertime due to the
covering of the plant and exposed soil by snow. There is a chance that some seed may be brought into the trailhead by
vehicles in the winter, but the spreading of the seed by snowmobiles over deep snow shouid be very minimal. Snowmobilers
should be encouraged to wash their vehicles and trailer to rid them of the collection of weed seed over the summer months

{see Appendix H).

o Include a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. If the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact
has not or can not be evaluated,

» Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a {ARM)

L 4 Determine whethar the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.

L X Inciude a discussion about tha issuse in the EA narrative and include docurnentation if it will be useful,

8
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1 )

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT : | ' r

. ’ : . Fo .
» 5. FISH/WILDLIF _ : IMPACT : Cen Impact |
T , - . ‘ . Ba Comment. |,
Will the proposed action result in: ! Unknown® | None | Minor® ;.‘""."f'-.‘ia""' Mitigated * index
‘ : : ignificant

8. Deterioration of critical fish or wildlife habitat? - X Yas 5.3

b. C.hanges in the diversity or abundance of game animals X
or bird spscies?

¢. Changes in the diversity or abundance of nongame . X . Yas 5.c
species? - : .C.

d. Introduction of new species into an area? - ‘ X

a. Creation of a barrier to the migration or movement of - X ) Yes’ ‘ 5.e
animals? )

f. Adverse effacts on any unique, rare, threatened, or I _ X Yes - 5.f
[ endangered species? : ’

g. Increase in conditions that stress wildlife populations-or X Yes 5.9
limit abundance {including harassment, legal or |llagal e
harvest or other human activity)?

h. ® #For P-R/D-J. will the project be perforined in any area X . Yes 5.h.
in which T&E specias are present, and wiil the project
affeet any T&E species or their habitat? (Also sea 5f)

i. #For P-R/D-J, will the project intreduce or export any ‘ X
spacies not presently or historically occurring in the
raceiving location? (Also see 5d)

j. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):
5.a. State and National Forest wildlife biologists believe the snowmobile trail has no adverse effect on the wﬂdl:fe habltat

{see Appendixes H and I}.
‘B.c. Nongame animals are not being denied access for reproduction, survwal or performing essent:al behaviors, so there is

no adverse effect (see Appendix I}.
. 5.e.f. State and National Forest wildlife biologists believe the snowmobile trail has no adverse effect on the movement or
migration of the T & E Species. Date for grooming, December 1 through March 15, were selected to avoid conflicts {see

- Appendixes H and 1}.

5.9, Same as 5.f.,
5.h. Concern has been voiced for both on trail and off trail snowmobile use. The project area is located in National Forest

Grizzly Bear Management:Area No. 1. There has been no known on or off trail snowmobile use which has displaced a grizzly
bear from his/her den. Caribou has been mentioned as using the area, however after hundreds of hours of surveys by state
and government employees, none have been found. Lynx, mountain lion, wolverine, and wolf are seen in the area at times.
While their tracks may be seen in the snow now and then at the higher elevations, they normally follow their food supply
to the lower elevations. The State and National Forest District wildlife biologists believe the groomed trail has no adverse
effect on the T & E species. Montana Natural Heritage Program shows the Harlequin Duck being present, They are not in

the area in the winter {sea Appendixes H and I).

e Include a narrative explanation under Part Il describing the scope and level of impact. If the impact is unknown, explain why the unkrown impact
has not or can not be evaluated.

» Include a narrative description addrassing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM}

L - Determina whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe eny minor or potentially slgnlf‘cant impacts.

+e Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful,
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' HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

IMPACT ®

operation?

6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS
‘ i Can Impact
. Be Comment
Will the proposed action result in: ' . Mitiqated & index
' Unknown ™ None Minorr" Potep t:ally. ‘tigate :
Significant L
e |

8. Increases in existing noise lavels? X Yes 6.3.

b. Exposure of people to serve or nuisance noise leveis? X Yes ! 6.b.

c. Creation of slectrostatic or.elsctromagnetic aﬂect_i x

that could be detrimental to human health or property?

d. Interference with radio or television reception and X

e, Other:

—
—

Narrative Dascription and Evaluation of ths Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

B.a. As use increases, noise levels may increase; however, as the users spread out over the trail systems, noise levels will
decrease at any specific site or area. State law requires that all machines produced after June 30, 1975 shall have a sound
jevel not to exceed 78dbA measured at 50 feet. Users shall maintain their machines to retain and not exceed these levels/

(Regulation 23-2-634) (See Appendix J)

6.b. Cross-country skiers using the trail will be exposed to noise levels they consider a nuisance; however, there are ski trails
in the area they may use which snowmaobiles do not use.

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

7. LAND USE

Will the broposed action result in:

a. Alteration of or interference with the productivity or
profitability of the existing land use of an area?

IMPACT®

Unknown™

None

Minor ™

Potentially
Significant

Can Impact
Be
Mitigated ©

Comment
Index

b. Conflicted with a designated natural area or area of
unusual scisntific or educational importance?

¢. Conflict with any existing land uss whoss prasence
would constrain or potentially prohibit the proposed
action?

d. Adverse effects on or relocation of residences?

a. Other:

— e —

X
X
X
X

Narrative Description and Evaiuation of the Cumulative and Sscondary Effects on Land Resources {Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

e Includs a narrative explanation undar Part |l describing the scops and level of impact. If the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact
has not or ¢can not be evaluated. .

» Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

¢+ Datarmine whether tha described impact may result and respond on tha checklist. Describe any minor or patentially si

*e

10

Include & discussion about the issus in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

gnifichnt impacts.
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.HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

8. RISK HEALTH HAZAR

Will the proposed action result in: |

a. Risk of an oxpilosion or relsase of hazardous !

chemicals, or radiation) in the avent of an accldent or
other forms of disruption? :

IMPACT®

substances (including, but hot limited to oil, pesticides,

Unknpwnu

MNaone

Minor

o

Potentially
Significant

Can mpact
Be
Mitigated ™

Comment.
Index

{Also sea 8a)

b. Affect an existing amergency response or emergsncy x
evacuation plan or create a need for a new plan?

¢. Creetion of any human health hazard or pozenuai X '
hazard? .

d. #For P-R/D-J, will any chemical toxicants ba used? ' X

e. Other: Snow Safety :

X

Yes.

- B.e.

Narrative Description and Evaluation of tha Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resaurces (Attach additionel pages of narrative if needed):

8.e.

manual, environmental awareness, animal harassmant, etc {see Appendix L}.

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

The snowmobile club conducts a safety program at their bimonthly meetings.

Subjects include avalanche safety

9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Will the proposed action result in:

a, Alteration of the location, distribution, density, or
growth rate of the human population of an area?

IMPAGT®

Unknown ™

Nons

Minor

o

Potentially
Significant

Can Impact
Bs
Mitis;,uated':‘I

Comment -
Index

b. Alteration of the social structure of a community?

¢. Alteration of the leval or distribution of employment
or community or personal income?

d. Changes in industrial or commercial activity?

e. Increased traffic hazards or effects on existing
transportation facilities or patterns of movernent of

people and goods?

Yes

9.e,

f. Other:

Narrative Dascription and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):
g.e. Increased use on the trail may result in increased grooming needs. Slippery roads, common this time of year, are a
hazard; however, major use increased are not anticipated for this area. Estimated winter use is 3,500 visitor days, with one

visitor day equaling 12 hours (see Appendix H).

o) include a narrative explanation under Part Ill describing the scope and level of impact. If theimpact is unknown, explain why the unknown impact
has not or can not be evaluated.

> Include a narrative description addrassing the items |donnﬁad in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

L Determine whathar the described impact may result and respand on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.

" Include & discussion asbout the issue in the EA narrstive and include docurnentation if it will be useful.



- HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

PUBLIC SERVICE TILITIE

Will the proposed action:

alterad governmantal services in any of the following
" areas: fire or police protection, schools,
parks/recraational facilities, roads or other public )
maintenance, watar supply, sewer or septic systems,
solid waste disposal, health, or other governmental
services? if any, specify: ]

IMPACT ™

Unknown

e

None

Minor

o

Potentially
Significant

Can Impact
i Be
Mitigated ™

a. Have an effact upon or rasult in a need for new or : x ' No 10.a

Commant
Index

alterations of any of the following utilities: electric
power, natural gas, aother fuel supply or distribution
systems, or communications?

b. Have an effact upon tha local or state tax base and X
revenuas?
c. Result in a need for new facilities or substantial X

d. Resuit in increased used of any energy source?

No

10.d.

> o, Deﬁne‘projecte'd revenua sources

> f. Define projectsd maintanance costs,

g. Other:

Narrative-Dascription and Evaluaticn of the Cumulative and Secondary Effscts on Land Resources {Attach additional pages of narrative if needed);

10.a. May require additional county plowing of Graves Creek Road #114 to the Birch Creek trail head.

pumping out the outhouse more often may be required, at Forest Service expense {See Appendix H).

10.d. Additional fuet {gasoline} will be required if the additionai plowing and pumping is required.

¥ use increases,

it Include a narrative explanation undar Part |Il describing the scope and lsvai of impact. If the impact is unknown, sxplain why the unknown impact
hes not or can not be svaluated. ‘

> Include & narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

L g Determine whether the describad impact may result and rospond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.

'3 Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documantation if it will be ussful.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT .

> 711.AE THETICS/RECREATI : IMPACT & _ Cen Impact | -
Commant

‘ N Be
Will the proposed action resuit in: " Unknown® | None inor® Potentially Mitigated index
: Minor P
. . Significant :

a. Alteration of any scenic vista or creation of an : X
aesthetically offensive site or effeot that is open to
publlc view?

b. Alterstion of the aesthetic character of a cornmunlty ! X
or neighborhood?

» c. Alteration of the quality or quantity of X  Yes 11.c.

recreational/tourism opportunities and settings? {Attach
. Tourism Report} :

d. #For P-R/D-J, will any designated or proposed wild i x . Yes 11.d
or scenig rivers, trails or wilderness areas be lmpsctod? _ . ey

{Also see 11&, 11c)

9. Other:
ww . =

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effecta on Land Resolrces (Attach addatlonei pages of narrative if needed):

11.c. There has been no tourism report done on this area. Estimated use of the area is 53 percent from the Eureka!Fortme
area, 30 percent from Flathead County, and 17 percent from Canada.

11.d. There is no designated Wilderness.  Wilderness Study Area include Ten Lakes. Tuchuck and Thompson--Seaton are
proposed Wilderness Areas. All are adjacent to the groomed trail (see map). Snowmobilers enter these areas creating
conflicts with cross-country skiers seeking a solitude experience. These are social, not environmental issues. Both the
Kootenai and Flathead Plans permit motorized winter recreation use in these areas. It is assumed if they become designated
Wilderness, motonzed use will not be permitted (see Appendixes H and Kl. .

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

‘ ; o

12. CULTURAL/MISTORICAL REsguagea , IMPACT | Can Impact

) : e Comment
Will the proposed action result in: Unknown® | None | Minor® Potentially Mitigated & Index

_ Significant

» a, Destrugtion or alteration of any site, structure or X
object of prehistoric hlstonc. or paleantological
importance?
b. Physical changs that would affect unique cuitural X
valuesa? :
c. Effects on existing religious or sacred uses of a site _ X N/A - 12.c.
or area? ) .
d. # #For P-R/D-J, will tha praject affect historic or X N/A 12.d.
cultural resources? Attach SHPO letter of clearancs, ) ‘
{Also see 12.a)
8. Other:

Narrative Description and Evalustion of the Cumulative and Sacondﬁry Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if neaded):
12.c. There are no known existing religious or sacred sites in the area. The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the

Flathead Reservation representatives were contacted. No response was received.

12.d. The groomed trail lies totally on existing Forest Service roads that receive heavy use throughout the spring, summer,
fall, and winter. The impact to cultural or historical resources has been realized just by the construction of this road and are
not further compromised by the grooming of the snowmobile trail. Due to the fact that the trails are on existing roads, SHPOQ

laws do not apply. {see Appendix H).

Include a narretive explanation under Part Jil describing the scope and level of impact. If the impact is unknown, axplain why the unknown impact

e
has not or can not be svaluated.
» Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
¢+ Determine whather the described impact may resuit and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.

+e Include a discussion about the issus in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

13. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF - onceo

SIGNIFICANCE : IMPAC Can Impect |
Be ornment

Mitigated & index

i i i ' Potentiall
will the proposed action, considered as a UnknownS None Minor® S?g :iﬁc: n\tr _

whole: . -

&. Have impacts that are individuaily limited, but . X Yes 13.a.
cumulatively considerable? (A project or program may ‘ ‘ !
result in impacts on two of MOore separats resources
which create a significant effect when considered
together or in total.) -

. b. Involve patential risks or adverse effects which are . X o Yes 13.b.
uncertain but extremely hazardous if they wers to .
occur?

¢. Potentially conflict with the substantive requirements 7 1 X
of any local, state, or federal law, regulation, standard
or formal plan?

i d. Establish a precedent or likelihood that future actions ' x
with significant anvironmental impacts will be
proposed? ’

13.6.

e. Generate substantial debats or controversy about the x No
nature of the impacts that would be created? : .

f. ¢ Eor P-R/D-J, is the project expected to have X No "|3f
organized opposition or generats substantial public : ) .

cantroversy? {Also see 13}

a. ¢ #For P-R/D-J, list any federal or state parmits ' X . Yes 13.9
. required, ‘ ' _ ‘ E .

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effscts on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

13.a. When all aiternatives {Table A} are compared with each other using the established issues, the cumulative summary
evaluation are nearly the same. The recreation use occurring in the winter time on existing roadways on several feet of snow
does not create significant impact on the environment. :

13.b. Alternative #1 could create some problems for human safety due to a lack of people using the area and no avalanche
precautions, snowmaobile use would not cease but may create more damage to wildlife, conflicts, with other users, and
hazards for all users. The other four alternatives are nearly equal in impacts. : : _

13.e. Alternatives 3, 4, and 5 created the most debate. There is controversy over the continued use of Stahl and Clarence
Creek Trails. While no major conflicts have developad, cross-country skiers would like to see these trails closed to
snowmobile. Cross-country skiing would probably decrease without the groomed snowmobile trail. There are cross-country
ski trails in the area. An Alternative #5 trail would pass through moose winter range (see Appendix L).

The Montana Wilderness Association is opposed to the Stahl and Clarence Creek Trail and would favor the relocation of the
Graves Creek Trail. They believe the entire groomed trail system generates snowmobile use in the Ten Lake Scenic Area
and the Wilderness Study Area. While snowmobiles do access and use the areas, the Kootenai and Flathead National Forest
Plans permits those uses. The use is legal and acceptable to the Forest Plan. Rerouting the groomed trail has not been done
in adjacent drainages due to avalanche hazards and other environmentat concerns, T .
13.f. Letters have been received from the Montana Wilderness Association (see Appendix C), and it is quite possibie they
may develop organized opposition to all alternatives. except alternative #1. : ' . o
13.g9. Forest Service & FWP Operation and Maintenance Agreements are required (see Appendix L).

explain why the unknawn impact

1 Include a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. If the impact is unknown,
has not or can not be avaluated. .
> Include & narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.804-1a (ARM)
L Determine whather the dascribed impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minar or potentially significant impacts.
+e Include a discussion about tha issus in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will bs useful.

14
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14. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the proposed action whenever
alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be implemented:

The alternatives are described and dlscussed with appropriate maps in Section #9. Alternative #4 is the preferred alternative.
Following are two table comparing the effects of the five alternatives. Table A compares the effect of the groomed trall and

‘Tab!e B the effect of the groomed trail on the Wlderness Study Area.

TABLE A,

TABLE B:

Significance Ratings range from_1 (low) to 5 (high},

Land Resource

3. Water

4. Vegetation

._Fish/Wildlife

Noise/Electrical Effects

5
6
7. Land Use
3

. Risk/Health Hazards

10. Public Services/Taxes/Utilities

11. Aesthetics/Recreation

“ o= jon ju e o= = = | |

—‘(J'IIMMQ—‘(..\)*M—lIMLN—n

--c.nwmﬁm—-mw—awLm—-
=l o= o= e e |-

%]
~J

o:—-mIMM--.mm—‘ww—'

N
o
N
(4]}
L]
(4]
N

Low-impact has a significance rating of 2 or less, medium of at least 3, and high above 3.
Threats Matrix: A Framework for Assessing Impacts. Research Paper INT-475, April 1994, David N. Cole).

I Air
Aquatic Systems
Rock/Landforms
Soils
Vegetation
" Animals
Ecosystems/Landforms
Cultural Resources

Wilderness Experience

reFErrrrOCrrr-rre

- r

N=rcrecre-r-

|i

Irerr 2 g
Ir-r-r2rF-rcc- 2
I rrrcgrrr-rr-a

{The Wilderness

While both tables are subjectively rated, Table A does not show any significant difference in the alternatives. Table B does
show a localized change in air quality, and a significant difference in wilderness experience, a social issue. Damage can be
caused by broken shrubs and trees by careless snowmobilers. However, these areas are study and proposed areas, not
designated wildernesses, and snowmobile use is permitted as indicated in the Forest Plans.

15



15. Evaluation and 'Iisting‘ of mitigation, stipulation, or other contro! measures enforceable by the agency or another -
gavernment agency: ‘ _

1 ‘e Avalanche walining signs. Weekend Avalanche Report phone number to be posted at trail head and Rahger Station.
3.h. Fuel spillage over 25 gailons to be reported to Department of Environmental Quality. '
4.8, Noxioqs weed program by Fortine Ranger District. "Encourage snowmobilers to wash machines and trailers.

5.e.f. Dates of December 1 through March 15 established for grooming to reduce or eliminate impacts with animals.
8.e. Snowmobile club conducts safety programs ét their bimonthly meeting. '

11.d. There are no designated Wilderness Areas. Both forests permit snowmobile use in their Wilderness Study or Proposed

Wildernesé Areas.
12.c. There are no known cultural sites in the area.. A safety and sign plan will be developed.

16. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES/NO i an EIS is not requifed, explain why
the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:.

13 e. Itis anticipated that the impacts will generate a debate and controversy regardmg this project, thus the need for an
EiS. .

17. Descrlbe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexlty and the seriousness of the
environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level of publlc involvement approprlata under the

circumstances?

Two bublic meetings were held. Eighteen persons attended the meeting in Fortine an July 20, 1995, and thirty-six attended
the meéting ih Eureka on August 10, 1995 Issues included: 1} Stahl and Clarence Creek trails as they promote snowmaobile - -
use in the Wilderness Studv Areas; 2) level of snowmobile use off groomed trails; 3) impact to grizzly bears, and effect of
noise on animals; 4) Snowmobile Club has already given up grooming some trails. Social issues ars noise and conﬂlcts with
cross-country skiers; 5) Snowmobile use in the adjacent Wilderness Study Area is debated even though it is permitted in

the forest plan.

18. Duration of comment period if any:

Written notices were sent out on July 3, 1995 with replies dus July 28, 1995. At the July 20 meeting, and announcement

was made that another public meeting will be held on August 10, 1995 (see Appendix B).

19. Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsnble for Prepanng the EA:

Wayne B. Worthington, Consultant  Ten Lakes Snowmoblle Club Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Landscape Architect - Susan Hawkins, Secretary Marty Watkins

365 Summit Ridge Drive P. O. Box 404 490 N. Meridian Road
Kalispeil, MT 59901 Eureka, MT 59817 Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 752-29116 (406) 889-3384 {406) 752-5501

16



PART lll. NAR E - AND COMMENT

1.e. There are three slide paths located east of Graves Creek Road, however, thev should rarely pose avalanche danger to'
users of this route. The best way to accorhpl;sh avalanche warnings for the antire area is to have a clear, concise message
at the trailhead. The phona number for the weekend avalanche report will be posted at the Ranger Station and tralthead {see

Appendix E).

- 2.a.b. Emigssions of pollutants and odors wnll continue until such trme when the snowmoblle industry improves engme
technology reducing emissions. Until such time snowmobile owners can reduce emissions by keeping their machines tuned
to the maker s specifications (see Appendix F), ’

3.h. There is the chance of fuel spillage when filling the gasoline tanks, however, the amount is very small and chances of
reaching surface or groundwater before evaporation is slim. Amounts of 25 gallons or less of gasoline are not required to
be reported to the Department of Environmental Quality. It is doubtful that all spillage during the use season reaches this
amount {see Appendixes G and H). ' - :

4.e. The Fortine District has sprayed the Grave Creek Road and the Birch Creek Recreation Area with herbicides for the last
five years to contain the spread of Spotted Knapweed. This has been a fairly successful endeavor, reducing the number of
plants and stopping the spread of the plant to a large degree. The majority of the spread of this plant is due to motorized -
vehicles {mainly cars and trucks using the roads). Spread of the seeds of ‘this plant is minimal in the wintertime due to the
covering of the plant and exposed soil by snow. There is a chance that some seed may be brought into the traithead by
vehicles in the winter, but the spreadlng of the seed by snowmobiles over deep snow should be very minimal. Snowmobilers
should be encouraged to wash their vehlcles and trailer to rid them of the collection of weed seed over the summer months

(sae Appendix H).

5.a. State and National Forest wildlife biologists believe the snowmobile trail has no adverse effect on the wildlife habitat

{see Appendixes H and ).
B.c. Nongame animals are not being denied access for reproductlon survwa! or performmg essential behaviors, so there is

no adverse effect {see Appendix I},

. Db.e.f. State and National Forest wildlife biologists believe the snowmobile trail has no adverse effect on the movement or
“migration of the T & E Species. Date for grooming, December 1 through March 15, were selected to avoid conflicts (see

Appendixes H and 1). )

B.g. Same as 5.f. ‘
' B.h. Concern has been voiced for both on trail and off trail snowmobile use. The project area is located in National Forest

Grizzly Bear Management Area No. 1. There has been no known on or off trail snowmobile use which has displaced a grizzly
"bear from his/her den. Caribou has been mentioned as using the area, howaever, after hundreds of hours of surveys by state
and government employees, none have been found. Lynx, mountain lion, wolverine, and wolf are seen in the area at times. -
While their tracks may be seen in the snow now and then at the higher elevations, they normally follow their food supply
to the lower elevations. -The State and National Forest District wildlife biologists believe the groomed trail has no adverse
effect on the T & E species. Montana Natural Heritage Program shows the Harlequin Duck being present. They are not in

the area in the winter (see Appendnxes H and I). N

6.a. As use increases, noise levels may increase; however, as the users spread out over the trail systems, noise levels will
decrease at any specific site or area. State law requires that all machines produced after June 30, 1975 shali have a sound
level not to exceed 78dbA measured at 50 feet. Users shall maintain their machines to retain and not exceed these levels!

{Regulation 23-2-634) (Ses Appendix J)
6.h. Cross-country skiers using the trail will be exposed to noise levels they consider a nuisance; however, there are ski tra:ls

in the area they may use which snowmobiles do not use.

8.e. The snowmobile club cohducts a safety program at their bimonthly meetings. Subjects inclede avalanche safety
manual, environmental awareness, animal harassment, etc. {see Appendix L)

9.e. Increased use on the trail may result in increased grooming needs. Slippery roads, common this time of year, are a
hazard; however, major use increased are not anticipated for this area. Estimated winter use is 3,500 visitor days, with one

visitor day equaling 12 hours {see Appendix H)}.
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 10.a. May require additional county plowing of Graves Cresk Road #114 to the Birch Creek tranl head. If usé increases, -
pumping out the outhouse more often may be required, at Forest Service expense (See Appendix H). . : '
10.d. Additional fuel (gasolme) will be required if the additional plowing and pumping is required.

11.c. There has been no tourism report done on this area. Estimated use of the area is 53 percent from the Eureka/Fortine
area, 30 percent from Flathead County, and 17 percent from Canada.

11.d. There is no designated Wilderness. Wilderness Study Area include Ten Lakes. Tuchuck and Thompson--Seaton are
proposed Wilderness Areas. All are adjacent to the groomed trail (see map). Snowmobilers enter these areas creating
conflicts with cross-country skiers seeking a solitude experience. These are social, not environmental issues.: Both the
Kootenai and Flathead Plans permit motorized winter recreation use in these areas. It is assumed if they become designated
Wilderness, motorized use will not be permitted {see Appendixes H and K).

12.c. There are no known existing religious or sacred sites in the area. The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the .
Flathead Reservation representatives were contacted. No response was received.

12.d. The groomed trail lies totally on existing Forest Service roads that receive heavy use throughout the spring, summer,

fall, and winter. The impact to cultural or historical resources has been realized just by the construction of this road and are

not further compromised by the grooming of the snowmaobile trail. Due to the fact that the trails are on exlstmg roads, SHPO

laws do not apply {see Appendix H).

13.a. When all alternatives (Table A) are compared with each other using the established |ssuas, the cumulative summary
evaluation are nearly the same. The recreation use occurring in the winter time on existing roadways on several feet of snow
does not create significant impact on the environrment.

13.b. Alternative #1 could create some problems for human safety due to a lack of people using the area and no avaianche
precautions, snowmobile use would not cease but may create more damage to wildlife, conflicts, with other users, and
hazards for all users. The other four alternatives are nearly equal in impacts.

13.e. Alternatives 3, 4, and 5 created the most debate. There is controversy over the continued use of Stahl and Clarence
Creek Trails. While no major conflicts have developed, cross-country skiers would like to see these trails closed to
snowmobile. Cross-country skiing would probably decrease without the groomed snowmobile trail. There are cross-country
ski trails in the area. An Alternative #5 trail would pass through moose winter range (see Appendix L). :
The Montana Wilderness Association is opposed to the Stahl and Clarence Creek Trail and would favor the relocation of the
Graves Creek Trail. They believe the entire groomed trail system generates snowmobile use in the Ten Lake Scenic Area
and the Wilderness Study Area. While snowmobiles do access and use the areas, the Kootenai and Flathead National Forest
Plans permits those uses. The use is legal and acceptable to the Forest Plan. Rerouting the groomed trail has not been done
in adjacent drainages due to avalanche hazards and other environmental concerns. '

13.f. Letters have been received from the Montana Wilderness Association {see Appendix C), and it is quite possible they
may develop organized opposition to all alternatives except alternative #1.

13.g. Forest Service & FWP Operation and Maintenance Agreements are required (see Appendlx L).
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Ja, Ba. Alumaﬂvo #B includes an expansion spur; however, Altarnative #4 is the Preferred Alternative whuch
does not include expansion. _
3h. Decislon mduwiibomodvaWPafwmopuNicoommempoﬁod.
10. See 9a and 9¢c. There are no known areas of insufficient snowcover or summer wet meadows,
. 15e.  Harlequin duck is in an area adjacent to the trail; however, they are not in the area during the winter
15f. The trails sre groomed from December 1 through March 15. Tuchuck and Seston-Thomas, Proposed
Wilderness Areas, are open to motorized uss from December 1 throuqh March 30 (see Appendix L)
22c. No additional employees needed.

24b,24c¢. There is no private property located along the groomed trail,

25a. There are no designated Wildernessas. There are Wildemness Study Areas and Proposed Wilderness
Areas; however, snowmobile use is presently permitted in these areas. :

25f. A cross country ski trail is established adejacent to the Birch Creek Trailhead. It:anotgroomodfortho
' skiers, therefors, they use the groomed snowmobile trail to reach their points of douonauons

28. The county plows Graves Creek Road through private lands and ungulant winter ranges for mudonual
use and school bus routes.

29, ’ ' : o .
.There are no documontad reports or complaints regarding the groomed trail itseif. Thers have been a

number of complaints that the groomed trail provides greater access for snowmobilers into the
Wilderness Study Area, and that it promotes increased use to this are. No action has been taken
because the Forest Pian permits snowmobiles mto the area.

The only other commplaint wumcswath ofvmmatwucutdownfromﬂuondofomofﬂletranls

~ creating easy access ino the study area. This was done during summer months. The guilty
‘person/persons have never been found. A sign is placed at each end of the swath stating that
snowmobile use is prohibited along this cleared area.

30. See 30a. Pack-lt-In, Pack-it-Out

REF:TEN-LKS.EA -
~ September 14, 1998
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~ List of Interested Parties
Sample of Letter Sent to Interested Parties
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Mailed 07/06/95 to: C

PRESIDENT
STOLTZ LUMBER
PO BOX 1411
COLUMBIA FALLS MT 59912

STEVE THOMPSON .
MONTANA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

43 WOODLAND PARK DR #'
KALISPELL MT 59901

EUREKA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

BOX 1690
EUREKA MT 59917

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN
CORELLEN BARNETT PRESIDENT

PO BOX 1192
COLUMBIA FALLS MT 59912

MONTANANS FOR MULTIPLE USE
DAVID THOMPSON PRESIDENT
PO BOX 7484

KALISPELL MT 59904

BRUCE VINCENT
CITIZENS FOR A GREAT NORTHWEST

5957 CHAMPION ROAD
LIBBY MT 59923

PRESIDENT
FLATHEAD WILDLIFE INC

PO BOX 4
'KALISPELL MT 59903
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o'LtarLa‘Deparmvn!
mmdtgfe@m

490 N. Meridian
Kalispell, MT 59901
‘ (406) 752-5501
Fax: (406) 257-0349
‘ ‘Ref:MW002.96
July 3, 1995
President ' *
Flathead Wildlife, Inc. .
P. O. Box 4

Kalispell, MT 59903
Dear Interested Party:

The Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club is conducting a meeting on July 20, 1995 from 7:30 to 9:00
p-m. in the meeting room at Jerry’s Saloon in Fortine, Montana. The purpose of this meeting
is to acquire comments from individuals and organizations on the continued grooming of the Ten
Lakes Snowmobile Trail system east of Eureka, Montana. -

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) provides funding for grooming of this trail. In order
to continue this program the club is required to develop an environmental assessment on the trail
system. - A programmatic Environmental Assessment was developed by FWP in September,
1993, with trail specific assessments being the next phase of this project. '

" You are invited to attend this scoping meeting to present any comments Or papers you may have
regarding issues raised by this project. Written comments will be accepted through July 28,
1995, and can be mailed to Ten Lakes Snowmoblle Club, Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 490 N,
Meridian Rd., Kalispell, MT 59901.

Sincerely,

. Wayne Worthington, Cornisultant
‘Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club

MIW/nb
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NEWS RELEASE

. i : |
The Ten Lakes Snowmobﬂe Club is conducting a scoping session to obtain input from
individuals and organizations on the grooming of the Ten Lakes snowmobile trail east of Eureka,

Montana This input will be incorporated mto a environmental assessment on this grooming
effort. -

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks provides grants for grooming this trail, and as part of this grant
the club must develop an environmental assessment on their specific groomed trails.

The scoping meeting will be held at Jerry’s Saloon in Fortine, Montana from 7:30 to 9: 00 p-m.
on July 20, 1995. _

REF:MWO001.96
July 5, 1995
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- APPENDIX C

Letter Received from Montana Wilderness Association

. Letter Received from Steve Thompson , ,
Letter Received from Stoltze Land & Lumber Co. .
Letter Received from Pom Collins (Tobacco Valley Resource Group)

Letter Received from T. R. Kilner






MONTANA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

July 28, 1995 .

Marty Watkins ' _
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
ATTN: TEN LAKES SNOWHOBILE CLUB E.A.

490 North Meridian

Kalispell, MT 59901

Re: Ten Snowmobile Club

Dear Marty: .

We are addressing this letter to the Montana Departnent of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks instead of the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club as it is
the Montana Wilderness Association’s interpretation that the Department
is responsible for conducting the environmental assessment {see, for
example, page 5 of Pat Graham’s November 18, 1993 Record of Decision).

In preparing a grooming system for the Ten Lakes area, the Montana
Wilderness Association submits the following comments.

. Cumulative Impacts on Forest Service Recommended Wilderness -
Issue 215. Issue #15 of the Record of Decision dated November 18, 1993
explicitly states that the Department "will continue to consider and

monitor cumulative impacts of funded projects to ensure compatibility
with cultural and natural environments."

‘At the present time, there exists an illegal snowmobile swath
leading from existing groomed trails {i.e., Stahl Creek drainage and.
Graves Creek drainage) foing up over Therrauilt Pass, making a loop for
snowmobilers. The fact that the trails dre groomed to the end of the
road(s) encourages illegal activities in the wilderness study area. In .
addition to being illegal, the swath interfered withexiNviNg divan
‘country Sl of the Therrauilt Pass area. These items, as well as
impacts upon HNENNcsd and- sensitive” species] must be taken into
~consideration when preparing the E.A. :

The Montana Wilderness Association takes a hard line stance on the
issue of snowmobile use impact on recommended wilderness. As
cumulative impacts exist on adjacent recommended wilderness because of
the groomed trails, the Stahl Creel-ind Clsrence Creek trailemust be
eliminated from the grooming systew;  and the Grave Creek-trail pust bel

routed clsewhortf
C-1
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Flathead Chapter MWA » P.O. Box 543 * Kalispell, MT 59903-0543




Page Two

2, "Inveolvement of U.S. Forest Service as Joint Lead Agggéz and
Consultant - Issue #9. The U.S. Forest Service must be involved in the

grooming system, period. The existing groomed trails lead snowmobilers
right into Forest Service Recommended Wilderness. Site specific NEPA
review needs to be conducted in tandem with MEPA review, on public land

included and outside the grooming system.

The Forest Service must be involved in analyzing the effects of
the grooming system and deciding its appropriateness to ensure
protection of wilderness characteristics, as well as ensuring
protection of caribou, lynx, wolverine and grizzly bears.

Another element which must be dealt with by the U.S. Forest
Service and MDFW&P is closure of the Ten Lakes groomed trail system
after spwidita® of each year for grizzly bear and other big game
protection. To simple discontinue grooming after April 1lst does little
to discourage snowmobile use of the area at a time when grizzly bears
and other big game are most vulnerable. Consideration must also be
given to wolverine, lynx and caribou habitat. The trail system must’ be

closed to a snowmobjle activity after j o 8 .

The Montana Wilderness Association appreciates the opportunity to
‘submit comments on the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club E.A. Please submit
"this letter into the official record on the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club

E.A.
Si ly,

R. ‘Good
resident, Flathead Chapter
MWA State Council Member



Steve Thompson .
43 Woodland Park Dr, #9
Kalispell, MT 59901

o | July 28, 1995

Marty Watkins
Montana Department of Fish, Wlldrfe and Puks

490 N. Meridian
Kalispell, MT 59901

Re: Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club EA

~ Dear Marty,

Please consider these comments for the Ten Lakes grooming systém. | liké to use the
Ten Lakes area in ail seasons, and | have sriowshoed, cross-country skied, hiked and
camped in the area.. | also am the Kalispell field representative for the Montana
Wilderness Association: | am writing this as an‘individual MWA fember rather than on
behalf of the organizatlon | belisve Flathead Chapter President Stormy Good will be

doing that

My reading of Pat Graham s November 18 1993 Record of Decision on the Montana
Snowmobile Grant Program EIS is that the department is responsible for completing
the EA and meaking the final decision on the site-spec'rﬁc grooming projects. Allowing
the Ten Laked Snowmobile Ciub to complete the EA is akin to the Montana Wilderness
Association prepéaring a Forest Plan EIS roadiess evaluation and wildermess |
recommendation instead of the Forest Service. There Is an obvious conflict of
interest. The authority must lie with the Department, and you should use fundng
provided through the gas tax diversion for this purpose. .

To the best of my knowledge, the Farest Service hed:Reves done & NEPA,wduatlol of
the Ton Lakes@iG0EMd snowmobile Tall system., For this reason, we called upon the
- Department to coordinate with the Forest Sennce as a joint lead agency on the '
programmatic EIS and site-specific plans. Director Graham's decision as welf as state
" and federal law provides for joint NEPA/MEPA review at the site-specific level. |
believe this énvironmental assessment should be jointly conducted with the Forest
Service. There is no doubt that a groomed trail system increases motorized use of the
area, including the Forest Service recommended wilderness. The existence of a
goomed trail system triggers tourism promdtion opportunities, environmental impacts
and other cumuiative effects and connected actiohs that the Forest Service and
MDFWP must consider. A revised and more detailed scoping notice should be sent to
the Fortine Ranger District's standard NEPA list. | know that there are people.and
organizations on that district NEPA list that are interested and concerned about this
issue who have not been notified nor would have any reasonable means of knowing

C-3



about this curent procm

Among the cumdtﬂvo 1mpac‘lo and connected actions of the existing prog'am have
been the clearing of an illegal snowmobile swath in the Therriault Pass area within the .
Wilderness Study Area and Forest Service recommended wilderness. Additionally,
the groomed trail has facilitated increased snowmobile use to the detriment of
wrldemm valuea such as aolrtude qunet 1ra|I recreanon and wlfdlfo .

Howovu', the record is deu' that msung um
shall not increase in magmude 8o as {o detract from wilderness values. The
connected and cumulative impacts on the recommended wilderness aréa is a central
issue that must be addressed. Director Graham’s decision (Issue 15 and 17)
specaﬁcally states that cumuiative rmpacts and secondary impacts in the "surounding
area” must be analyzed and considered in the decision-making process

YThe Grave Creek, Stahi and Clarence spurs are excellent cross-country ski areas, and-

+it is inappropriate that all.of these have been ovéiTun by motorized vehicies in the
;mmar | have been pamd at unsafe rates of speed by snowmobiles on these trails
,}and didn't appreaato the noise and smelly fumes. And, of course, even the proposed
= wildernees is not available for quiet recreation in the winter. ‘The Department ahould

¢ give equal consideration to non-motorized usars in this plan, and don? let the tell ul‘
~the snowmobile club wag the dog of MDFWP’s wildlife and recreation programs. -

Speaking of wildife, which remains MDF WP’s top responsibility, | have significant -
concerns about the impacts on wildife of extensive: anowmobiie trails and off-trail uu
in the Ten Lakes. TR &
senaiVEUPEAl During a ski outing in the Ten Lakes are that included MDFWP |
biologist Jerry Brown, we identified lynx tracke in the snow below Grave Creek road. -
There also is a wolverine population in the area. Anecdotal reports | heard second-:
~ hand from a trapper that uses the Ten Lakes area indicate that wolverines flee areas
used by snowmobiles. More scientific evidence of this same aversion to snowmobiles
- by wolverines is coming out of central Idaho. Tim Thier of your department
undoubtably is aware of this research in the Sawtooth Mountams and cun asdst you'

analysis of this issue.

In addition, ca'bou have been known to use the Ten Lakes area. ‘[t seems reaOOnabIo.
to surmise that snowmobile use in caribou winter and spring range couid drive this -
endangered species from its preferred habltat Please discuss and analyze this issue -

 inthe EA.

Finally, spring use of the Ten Lakes area has tho potential to distwb grizzly beear -
families just as they are emerging from their dens. Jerry Brown of your department has
told me of aerial flights over the Ten Lakes in which he saw fresh grizzly tracks criss-
crossed by fresh snowmobile tracks. Tim Manley and Rick Mace of your department
“have addressed this situation in the Swan Range.. | have encicsed an August 8, 1991
letter from your depa-tment to the Forest Service regarding their findings.- | _

Cc4






let us try to control the darnage and ill feelings that these machines and this segment of the '

public creates.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

N/

Pom Collins

Tobacco Valley Rescource Group
PO Box 1529

Eureka MT 59917






Marty Watkins : o
MDFWP o | | g
490 N. Meridian- | VSC/?(
Kalispell Mt 59901 . _ _ _

Dear Ms. Watkins, '
| am sending these comments for consuderatlon regarding the snowmobiie trail grooming

- program in the Ten Lakes area and Graves Creek.

Let me first say that | personally feel that snowmobiling has gotten completely out of hand in
the back country areas accessed by these existing trails. If it were my property snowmobiling
would be forbidden. Period. | realize however that this is a matter for public debate, and that
regulated or not snowmobiling will continue, | therefore am generally in favor of Alternative 3
- as drafted in the Montana Snowmobile Grant PEIS. In particular a lot needs to be done to educate
the snowmobile clubs, snowmobile related buisnesses, and the snowmobiling public about how
- obnoxious their machines are to most back country users who are not on a snowmobile, and how

they can mitigate that conflict by sticking to trails and schedules that are established.

' Regarding the Ten Lakes area | think snowmobiling definitely needs curtailment and control
for the following reasons.
1. There is conflict with other recreationists, partlcularly cross country skiers, back S
country skiers, and snow shoers, in areas that are accessible on foot for day trips. |'am '
refering in particular to the Stahl Cr trail. | have a great concemn that the Therriault pass trail
- will start getting snowmobile traffic as other areas get filled up too. Back country
récreationists do not want to spend all day getting out where there is peace and quiet, where the
air is clean, and you can hear the wind, only to spend the day being passed by noisy, smelly
machines. Snowmobilers need to relize this. Furthermore | think the snowmobile club should
give up usage of those few trails that are accessible on foot, i.e. Stahl Cr. It is, simply put, not
fair that snowmobiles have use of alt the best and most accessible areas given that there is '
inherrent conflict between snowmobile use and other recreational use. ! would advocate closing
the Shahl Cr trail and finding another suitable area to groom were there will be less conflict.
2. Snowmobile groomed trails are only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to impact. The
real impact of snowmobiles begins where the groomed trails end. In the winter and spring the -
areas accessed by these trails are completely crisscrossed by snowmobile trails, overrun. To
pretend that these tracks don't affect wildlife, particularly in the spring, spring run off
patterns, spring vegetation, is sticking your head in the snow. These effects are not well
understood bioclogically. In no way can we say that we know there are no effects. | feel that part
of the funding for this program needs to go into furthur research on these impacts and the
_ biclogy of high altitudes. In the mean time snowmobilers should be educated and constrained to
stick to the groomed trails and stay out of the woods. These wider impacts, after the groomed
trailhead, are by necessity part of the impact of the trails and must be considered in any EA.
3. One wildlife effect that is well known but currentiy not acted on in the Ten Lakes area is
Grizzly Bear springtime emergence. This EA needs to look closely at overail snowmobile: impact
on grizzlies. It is the opinion of bear biologists that where there is potential bear impact that
snowmobiling be closed after April first. | would strongly favor such a policy. In addition the
USFS needs to be involved with the study as well as the enforcement of these restrictions. '
4. There are snowmobiles operating for recreation in our area 10 monthes out of the year.
This is not just "wintertime" recreation. Wildiife effects need to be examined from that point of
view.,
S. This grooming program is political pork. | don't really see why gas taxes should go to
recreationists at all. This is of course a matter for the legislature to redress. in the mean time
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F.H. STOLTZE LAND & LUMBER Co.

Lumber Manufacturers
Box 1429 + COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA 59912
PHONE (406) 892-3252 « FAX (406) 892-1612

July 24, 1995

Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club
Fish, Wildtife and Parks

490 N Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, Mt. 59901

SUBIJECT: Ten Lakes Snowmobile Trait Programmatic EA
1 would like to offer the following comments on the above mentioned EA.

You make note that Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) provides funding for
grooming of the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Trail. I believe this is an erroneous statement, in that,
the funding comes from taxes levied on snowmobiles, accessories and fuel. The FWP isonly a .
middleman and acts as a banker from which the monies are passed on for signing and grooming
ol the trails.

1 would like to see all grooming activities passed onto the snowmobile ciub to:either do
themselves or to contract the work out to a third party. :

One area of concem that needs to be resolved is the increasing use of groomed trails by
cross-county skiers. This activity is leading to increased confrontations between whose you pay
for their activities (snowmobiles) as opposed to those  who benefit by using the groomed trails
and pay nothing (cross-country skiers). | would like to see the Forest Service or FWP kick sorne
money into the tocal snowmobile clubs to build small groomers, which the snowmobile clubs
could pull behind a snowcat. These small groomers would build cross-country trails next to
groomed snoweat trails. These twin-tracked trails would be used by skiers. While this might not
salve all the problems, it would help to alleviate some recwrring events. Proper signing at the
trail head would help to eliminate most of these problems.

‘Thank you for the oppo;jmnity to make comments on this proposal.
Sincerely,

F. H STOLTZE LAND & LBR CO.

i O, M
. loyd ubbins

Forester

FMCC/hi






A joint Forest Service/MDFWP decision on the Ten Lakes snowmobile situation must
include an area and trail closure of April 1 to avoid conflicts with grizzly bears _
emerging from dens. Grizzlies are a major wilderness resource in the Ten Lakes, and
any state or federal actions that has an adverse impact on bears would be in violation
of the congressional Montana Wilderness Study Act. '

Finally, we would like to see more of the state’s financial resources set aside for
snowmobile programs redrected to law enforcement in the Ten Lakes area. In
addition to the illegal swath, our members have reporied use by snowmobiles without
proper licences and tags. To our knowiedge, these violations have been reported to
the department but no enforcement actions have resulted. ,

Quite frankly, we believe there are numerous, more appropriate places for groomed
. snowmobile trails in northeastern Lincoin County, places that would be more
conducive to family and tourist use. | suggest that the Department consult with the
Forest Service about better places t0 conduct its motorized winter programs.

Sincerely, %

Steve Thompson
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August 10, 1995 Attendance List
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APPENDIX E

- Avalanche Hazards






MESSAGE SCAN

To - W.SPANG i
cC  R.WILLIAMS St
CC. T.PUCHLERZ

From:  David Nesbitt ‘
postmark: Feb 06,91 9:58 AM _ Delivered: Feb 06,91. 9:58 AM
Sratus: Certified. ‘

Subject: Forwarded: Avalanche Evaluation

e e e m e ABRBRE®EEEmESEe®-tam® sy S S=-a. S ss = m

------------------

From: David Nesbitt:RO1F14D0O3A

Date: Feb 06,91 9:358 AM . :
HERE ARE JON RESULTS FROM OUR EXPEDITION. LOOKS GOOD. IF YOU HAVE ANY

MAJOR CHANGES LET ME KNOW AND I'LL UPDATE THE BUGGER AND GET IT BACK
TO JON. THANKS : ‘

Previous comments: .
From: JON D. JERESEK:RO1lF14D035A .

Date: Jan 31,91 3:13 PM

Dave, Here's my idea on what documentation on our avalanche
evaluation along your groomed snowmobile routes should look like.
Please review it. Make any changes you feel are needed, then send me

a copy of your "final". Thanks Dave!l Jon
....... %
2/5/7/
G pe B LA T Sy
. P SN f, ORI

oA
Plhidde .
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United States ‘ Forest 3 Kootenai NF

Department of _ Serviqa””j Libby RD
Agriculture d
' |
Reply To;' 2350 General Forest Recreatian Date: January 23, 1991

Subject: Stahl/Clarence Creeks Avalanche Evaluations

_ To: .David Nesbitt; Murphy Lake R.D.
1

Today Dave Nesbitt (D3), Glenn Gibson (D5), Mark Johnson (Ten Lakes
‘wilderness ski guide), and T tbured the routes that are approved for
snowmobile groomiug cn the Stazhl Creek Road #7021 and Clarence Creek Road
#7022. Our purpose was to evaluate these routes relative to potential

avalanche activicy. !

The Clarence Creek route (see attached map) appears to be a relatively
avalanche hazard-free route regardless of snow deposition amounts. Potential
play areas accessed by this route located north and east of Clarence Creek do
show a lot of evidence of snow movement. .We did not evaluate the potential
hazards associated with play areas located near Stahl Peak. No avalanche

danger signing is needed for this route.

'

The Stahl Creek route (see attached map) appears to be a relatively avalanche
hazard-free route except for one clearcut area. This clearcut located near
the center of Section 3, T.36N., R.25W., is positioned on very steep terrain.
1 expect gnow movement in this area to cross over or cover parts of the

. groomed route. Snow movement in this area should be anticipated when snow
depths significantly cover anchor points (mostly stumps) or at late season
when gliding surfaces are lubricated by melt water. We did not evaluate
avalanche potential associated with play areas near Gibralter Ridge.

Finally, we re-evaluated the Graves Creek groomed route for avalanche hazard.
The area immediately north of the "Sons of Rest" slide has one prominent
slide where the runout zone has been logged, and another diffcult to
recognize "wet snow" slide path. The three prominent slide paths located
east of the Graves Creek Road #319 in the southwest 1/4 of Section 29,
T.37N., R.26W,, should rarely pose avalanche danger to users of this route,
This can be attributed to small snow volumes flowing down the paths from
limited starting zones. Graves Creek appears to have adequate slide storage
capacity and the steep slopes and road fill slope should contain deposition

below the road surface.

Since the snowmobile grooming program leads people to avalanche-prone high
elevation areas, signing of avalanche danger at each potential spot is not
feasible. The best method by which to accomplish avalanche warnings for the
entire area is to have a clear, concise message at the trailhead giving
winter users information on where dangers may exist and how to avoid or

minimize hazards.






WEElI  RECHEATION:REIORT ' '

DATE: JANUARY 12. 1989 ‘
. N 1 |

TOPIC: AVALANCHES

DISTRICT: FORTINE - CONTACT: WADE SPANG/DELLORA GAUGER '

1

AREAS INVOLVED: STILLWATER RANGE - ACCESS TO ANY DRAINAGES ALONG THIS RANGE

COULD BE AREAS OF POSSIBLE AVALANCE SITES. THE KEY AREA FOR AVALANCES IN THIS

RANGE L[5 TME LEWIS CREEK DRAINAGE. THE ARFA FROM §. LEWIS CR TO FOUNDATION CR
- T

CONTAINS HISTORICAL AVALANCHE SLIDE PATHS,

THE WIGWAM BASIN, WILLIAMS CREEX, AND UPPER DRAINAGE OF DEEP.CREE§7TRAIL, QFF

TRAILS 72 AND 311 ALSO HAVE HISTORICAL SLIDE AREAS.

GENERAL INFO: (Road/trail msiles, scenery, snowpack, lake depth, fish/wildlife

speclies, parking areas, berries, etc.}

. SNOWPACK AT THIS TIME IS FROM B.5 FT AT GRAVE CR SNOW COURSE TD 16.8 FT ON

STAHL PEAK.
STIPULATIONS: for conditions to watch for) A RELEASE OF SNOW WILL LIKELY
OCCUR. DURING OR IMMEDIATELY (24 HRS) AFTER A MAJOR SNOW STORM, BE PREPARED

FOR ANY EMERGENCY.

FOR MORE INPORMATION: AVALANCE ADVISORY RECORDING - 257-8606 THIS MESSAGE IS

UPDATED WEEKLY. AVALANCHE INFORMATION IS ALSQ AVAILABLE FROM GLACIER PARK

(888-5441) AND TIIE FLATHEAD CO. SHERIFF {752-7008}.

SPECIAL INTEREST AREAS: WHILE.AVALANCHES MAY OCCUR IN THESE AREAS, THE REWARD

OF SPENDING A DAY ENJOYING THE WINTER SPLENDOR OF THE WHITEFISH RANGE IS WORTH

THE PRECAUTIONS ONE SHOULD TAKE. BE PREPARED AND INFORMED AND ENJOY ONE OF
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GLACIRR NATIONAL PADX  888-5441
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APPENDIX F

Air Quality Evaluation
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- Fish ‘Wildlife @_mﬂ@w& P REGION ONE

ontana

MEMORANDUM | | : DATE: July 24, 1995
TO: Marty Watkins and Region Park Managers '
FROM: Bob Walker, State Trails.Progrém Coordinator

SUBJECT: Snowmobile Grant PEIS - Snowmobile Emissions

The information in the Snowmobile Grant Program EIS is the only
accurate information to date on snowmobile emissions. Following is
an explanation and status of efforts. ! '

Much information has appeared in newspapers over the past 2 years.
about comparisons of emissions from automobiles and snowmobiles.

Thig information is based on inaccurate test cycles for
snowmobiles. The State of California was the original source of the
above mentioned comparative information (1991). After they
originally released the information, they withdrew their comments

on snowmobiles. The reason: no test cycle for studying snowmobile
emissions has been developed so they used other methods designed
for other engines which gave . erroneous results. In fact, the

testing that has been done in Yellowstone National Park and
publicized so widely is also erroneous because of the lack of ‘a
test cycle for sncwmobiles.

The snowmobile industry, in communication with the federal
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), has contracted with a
rechnical university in Texas to develop a test c¢ycle for
snowmobiles. The University is the - same contractor that has
develcped: test cycles for other types of engines for EPA.

I have been advised that this snowmobile test cycle will be ready
this fall and accurate testing will begin in February, 1956.

The EPA has not yet adopted "standards" for snowmobile_emissioﬁs.
However, the Michigan ocffice of EPA has advised that they have
scheduled development of such standards as follows:

1996 Initiate development
1997 Publish draft standards for public review
1598 Adopt standards

This indicates that snowmobile emission standards will not be in
place until either the 1999 or 2000 medel year for snowmobiles.






DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
'AIR QUALITY DIVISION

okt

|
MARC RACICOT, GIOVER‘I;\JOR )

fhioes) —— STATE OF VONTANA—

(406) 444-2454 : PO BOX 200901

{406) 444-3671 HELENA, MONTANA $9620-0901

FAX (406) 444-5275

July 24, 1985

Susan Hawkin

Ten Lake Snowmobile Club
P.O. Box 404

Eureka, MT 59917

'Subject: Snowmobile Emission Estimates

As per our July 18th phone conversation, | am enclosing some information for
estimating snowmobile emissions. | understand that this data will be used by your ciub to
receive trail funding from the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks.

Attached is Table 1I-8-1 from the Environmental Protection Agency’s source book on
air pollution emission factors, or AP-42. This table outlines the approximate emissions for
various pollutants by various use rates. Your task is to estimate how many gallons or how
“much time (hours of actuai operation) that your club uses the trail. For example:

One sled operates on the trail approximately 4 hours per weekend, for a three
month season. If winter is defined as December through February, then 13
weekends would be used. Repeat this calculation for each member of the club for

each desired pollutant.

4 hours x 13 weekends = 52 hour_s/éeason {hr/s} .
Carbon Monoxide = 978 grams/hour {g/hr) -

52 hr/s x 978 g/ﬁr = 50,856¢g/s +~ 453.58 (g/Ib} =

112.12 Ibs of CO per season

Should you have any questions concerning this table or calcuiations, please call me

‘at (406) 444-7305.
Sincerely, '

Air Quality Specialist
RH:jab
cc: Bob Walker, Coordinator
Montana FWP Trails Program

F-2

"AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER™
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_emissions

‘hydrocarbons {HC), carbon monoxide (CO).,

" data are available.

PREFACE TO SUPPLEMENT A TO

LR

: VOLUQF IT: MOBILE SOURCES

Compilation of Air Pollutant Emission Factors, AP-42.‘reports data on
of atmospheric pollutants for which sufficient information -
exists to establish realistic emission estimates. The highway source data
presented .in this supplement are based on MCBILE4, a. computer program

issued by the EPA in March 1989, <hich estimates fleet emission rates for
and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) for

a 1960 and 2020. The emission factors for off-
e presented in Section II of the "4th edition of
d are not revised in this supplement. EPA will
s volume, updating the emission factors
and.off-hiqhway mobile sources, as new

any calendar Yyear betwee
highway mobile sources ar
AP-42 (September 1985), an
issue additional supplements to thi
for particulates, transit buses,

t

Comments and suggestions regarding this document are appreciated and

should be addressed to:

AP-42 Project L

Test and Evaluation Branch
Environmental Protection Agency
2565 Plymouth Road ‘
Ann Arbor, MI - 48105

F-4






11-8 Snowﬁbbiles

11-8.1 General — In order to develop emission factors for snowmobiles, mass emission rates must be known, and
operating cycles representative of usage in the field must be either known or assumed. Extending the applicability
of data from tests of a few vehicles to the total snowmobile population requires additional information on the
composition of the vehicle population by engine size 2nd type. [n addition, data on annual usage and total machine
population are necessary when the effect of this source on national emission levels is estimated.

An accurate determination of the number of snowmobiles in use fs quite easily obtained because mast states
requite registration of the vehicles. The most notable features of these registration data are that almost 1.5 million
sleds are operated in the United States, that more than 70 percent of the snowmobiles are registered in just four
states (Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin. and New York). and that only about 12 percent of all snowmobiles are
found in areas outside the northeast and northern midwest. : o

II-8.2 Emissions — Operating data on snowmobiles are somewhat limited, but encugh are available so that an
attempt can be made to construct 2 representative operating cycle. The required end products of this effort are
time-based weighting factors for the speed/load conditions at which the test engines were operated; use of these
factors will permit computation of “cycle composite” mass emissions. power consumption, fuel consumption, and

specific pollutant emissions.

Emission factors for snowmobiles were obtained through an EPA-contracted slud'yl in which a variety of
snowmobile engines were tested to obtain exhaust emissions data. These emissions data along with annual usage
dara were used by the contractor to estimate emission factors and the nationwide emission impact of this pollutant

sourge.

To arrive at average emission factors for snowmobiles, a reasonable estimate of average engine size was
necessary. Weighting the size of the engine 10 the degree to which each engine is assumed to be representative of
the 1otal population of engines in service resulted in an estimated average displacement uf 362 cubic cemimeters

{em3).

The speed/load conditions at which the test engines were uperated represented. us closely as possible, the
normal operation of snowmobiles in the field. Calculations using the fuel consumption data obtained during the
‘tests and the previously approximated average displacement of 362 cm? resulted in an estimated average fuel
consumption of 0.94 gal/hr. ‘

To compuse snuwmobile emission factors on a gram per unit year basis. il is necessary 10 know not only the
emission factors but also the annual operating time. Estimates of this usage are discussed in Reference 1.On a
national basis, however, average snowmobile usage can be assumed to be 60 hours per year. Emission factors for
snowmobiles are presented in Table L1-3.1. . -

References for Section 11-8

1. Hare. C. T. and” K. J. Springer. Study .of Exhaust Emissions from Uncontrolled Vehicles and Related
Equipment Using {nternal Combustion Engines. Final Report. Part 7: Snowmobiles. Southwest Research
Institute. San Antonio. Tex. Prepured for Environmental Protection Agency, Research Triangle Park. N.C..
under Contract No. EHS 70-108. April 1974.

175 . Internal Combustion Engine Sources . ‘ I1-8-1 ¢
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TsbleII-8-1. EMISSION FACTORS FOR
‘ SNOWMOBILES
EMISSION FACTOR RATING: 8

‘ Emissions
Pollutant "g/unit-yeara g/galb g/liter"f' g/hr.b
- Carbon monoxide 58,700 1,040, 275. - 878,
Hydrocarbons 37.800 670. 177, 630,
Nitrogen oxides 600 106 2.8 10.0
Sulfur oxides® 5% 0.90 0.24 0.85
Solid particutate 1,670 29.7 7.85 27.8
"Aldehydes (RCHO) 552 : _9.8 2.6 9.2 .,

1 .
3580 on 50 hours of operation per year and 362 em’ displacernent.

bBaud on 7352 c.rl'o3 displacement and sverags fuel consumption of 0.94 gai/hr.

Based on sutur content of 0.043 percent by weight,

C)on;\uua'm: A poma = 453,58 3%5

11-8-2 : ‘ EMISSION FACTORS ‘ - 1475

F-6 . *U.S. GCVERKMENT FRIKTING OFFICE( 1 965-6L1- 346






" APPENDIX G

Water Quality, Hazardous Spills






DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALiTY
WATER QUALITY DIVISION

L TL )

MARC RACICOT, GOVERNOR

—— STATE OF MONTANA——

406) 444-2406 . PO BOX 200%01
FPAX (406) 444-1374 _ ‘ HELENA MONTANA 59620-0%01

COGSWELL BUILDING
1400 BROADWAY

July 6, 1995

Susah Hawkins
PO Box 404
Eureka MT 59917

Re: Spill reporting policy - Revised June 1991

Dear Ms. Hawkins:

The reporting policy for hazardous materials, oil and petroleum
product spills in Montana is as; follows:

all - gpills, except as noted below, shall be reported
immediately to the state’s 24-hour phone number (406) 444-
6911, or during business hours to (406) 444-2406.

The following types of spills are not required to be reported
‘provided the spill does not enter or threaten to enter surface
water, and it is immediately contained, removed and properly

digposed:

1. Ten barrels (420 gallons) or less of crude oil, produced

water, injection water, or combination thereof;

2. Twenty-five (25) gallons or less of refined crude oil
products, including but not limited to, gascline, diesel
fuel, aviation fuel, aspbalt, road 0il, kerosene, fuel
oil, and derivatives of mineral, animal, or vegetable

olls.

This reporting policy represents revisions made on June 3, 1991.
If you have any questions, give me a call at (406) 444-2406.

Sincerely yours,
A
Mike Pasichnyk

Water Quality Specialist
Water Quality Division

MP:spill.ltr ‘
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United States Forest Koctenai NF Fortine RD

Department of Service , : P.O. Box 11§
Agriculture TS ' Fortine, MT 59918

Caring for the Land and Seréing People

. File Code: 2200

Date: 5-24-95

Susan Hawkins
Secretary, Ten Lakes Snowmobile Clab

Eureka, Mt 55917

Dear Suaie,

In regards to yesterdays conversation, here is ' he information I have come
up with. This is only » brief overview on some of the items, but hopefully
will be good encugh to.get you started.

Part II Section 1 (e} Avalanche inform on

I have included a copy of the avalanche szard report done on the groomed
trail.

summer and winter use figures are estimates. We have placed counters on
the groomed trail for the last few years, but have found counter accuracy
to be somewhat questionable. Our spring thru fall use estimates are just
that, estimates, but from our years of observations, we place total
recreation user days in Wigwam/Grave Creek drainages to be approximately
25,000 people for the spring, summer, fall time frame.

The winter usage increases every year, with thlS year (November thru May)
totalling approxzmately 3, 500 ue-- days '

Part II Section 3 (h) Surface water contamination

Contact
S ievt Coliackk

Yo~ 2219
Part II Section 4 (e) Noxionus weeds

He has requiraments to store fuel.
YA '

The Fortine District has spray® —~he Grave Creek Road and the Birch Creek
Recreation Area with herbicides Lor the last 5 years to contain the spread
'of ©intted Knapweed. This has been a fairly successful endeavor, reducing
the number of plants and stopping the spread of the plant to a large
degree. The majority of the spread of this plant is due to motorized
vehicles {mainly cars and trucks using the roads). Spread of the seeda of






this plant is minimal in the wintertime, in my opinion, due to the
covering of the plant and exposed soil by snow. There is a chance that
some seed may be brought into the trailhead by wvehicies in the winter, but
the spreading of the seed by snowmobiles over deep snow should be very

minimal. : )

‘Part II Section 5 (a)

Lynn Johnson, Wildlife Biologist on the Fortine Ranger District, agrees
with the report provided by the Fish, Wildlife and Parks biologist, Tim
Thier. She may provide more information later, but with the short
timeframe does not allow adequate analysis on her part.

t

Part II Section 6

We do not have any definitive studies on noise levels in regard to the
snowmobiles produced at this time. I do have some older studies if any of

thoge could be of assistance.
Part II Section 9 (e) Traffic Hazards

The Grave Creek Road #114 is a lane and half wide from the Stoken Bridge
up to Therriault Lakes. This is a narrow, often times very slippery rocad
that can be quite hazardous if a truck with a snowmobile trailer is met
coming downhill. Increasing the use on this road will require increased

" maintenance.
Part IT Section 10 (a})

The outhouse at Birch Creek Recreation Avea will regquire pumping cut more
often with increased use. This cost will come out of Forest Service

recreation funds.

Part II Section 11 (c)

There has been no tourism report done on this'area.

'}

The Ten Lakes Proposed Wilderness and the Thompson Seton Proposed
Wilderness are adjacent to a large portion of the groomed snowmobile

trail.
Part II Section 12

The groomed trail lies totally on existing Forest Service Roads, that
‘teceive heavy use throughout the spring, summer,fall and winter. The
impact to cultural or historical resources has been realized just by the
construction of this road, and are not further compromised by the grooming

of the snowmocbile trail.






Hopefully the data provided will assist you in the formulation of your

Environmental Analysis. If you need further help, feel free

| ' - to cont ‘

at 882-4451. — : act me
’ tt I

i

Sincerely, _ _

David Nesbitt
Regource Foresgter

.
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" BNOWMOBILE GROOMING PROGRAM
| Rgéfoﬁal Wildlife Clearance
5[:] Trail exp;ﬁsion‘(;ttach map highiighting expansion)
E:]' New trail system (attach map highlighting trail system)
“Ton (akes Suommabile Cluls

Snowmobile Club

Are there any wildlife concerns? YES n 'NO
| " hat a;
If yes: ( m st
‘ - goe g\,

Species

(list) -
1. Wwinter range

(area)
2. Travel corridor
3. oﬁher

Suggested alternate route

other mitigation measures (such as signing; trail restrictions,
etec.) :

[Er/ Approved with above-mentioned mitigation measures
[ Not approved as submitted

| ,4/&%.,1;}4. | L2/ B
/ [4 7

Regional wWildlife Biologist Date Regional Parks Manager
' Date

Pleace See back .

——
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. 8 August, 1991
. Tom Wittenger '
USDA Forest Service
1935 3rd. Ave. East
Kalispell, MT 59901

Tom,

. During our telephone conversation last week, you requested
information regarding grizzly bear response to snowmobile traffic.
The South Fork Grizzly Bear Research Project was not designed to
investigate bear/snowmobile relationships; we have no data on
snowmebiling patterns, or use levels within the study area.
Furthermore, we do not know whether snowmobiles will displace bears
from their dens, or if snowmobile noise thresholds exist. However,
we are able to provide you with preliminary bioclogical data,
obtained from radio-instrumented grizzly bears, that should be of
value regarding the issue of snowmobiling. Our comments will be
limited to the biology of South Fork grizzly bears during the
critical spring snowmobiling months. A critical assumption, which
is only partially true, is that all denning habitats are potential
snowmcbiling areas. A more detailed review of our denning habitat

data would be appropriate.

- Each of our aerial telemetry locations is labeled with a
" ground moisture index. This somewhat subjective index varies from
habitats that are xeric to those under snow. In Figure 1, we have
 summarized the percent of weekly aerial locations where grizzly

bears were actually present on snow. It is not possible from these
" data to determine if the bears were in contiguous snow habjitats or
were simply using small snow patches. However, in general females
and females with young were found in relatively high elevation
habitats covered by show from 20 October through 20 May. Generally,
females in the South fork remain at relatively high elevations and
" within the snow zone quite late into the spring. As apparent in

Figure 1, male grizzly bears leave dens earlier in the spring; use
of habitats under snow was less than 40% by 20 May.

Grizzly bears do not leave the denning area immediately after
emerging from the den chamber. Conversely, bears will often spend
between two and four weeks in the den vicinity. Figure 2 displays
the weeks that grizzly bears of several age/sex classes remain in
the vicinity of their den. Females with new cubs were found near
their dens from week 14 through week 19 (2 April-1l May). Solitary
adult females were found near dens from week 11 through week 18
(3/18-5/4). Figure 3 shows the average weekly elevations of females

S
~
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with cubs during spring 1990 and 1991.

: We believe that the denning and post-denning period is more
important to females with cubs and yearlings than other age/sex
classes. Our telemetry flights show clearly that family units
continue to use the den chamber throughout the pericd until cubs
ble to travel. Furthermore, families may

are older and physically a
be reluctant to travel to the lower elevation and limited snow free
. zones at a time when males are concentrated there. Theoretically,

solitary grizzly bears could move from snhowmobile disturbance at
-~ any time. Flight response to snowmobiles may be similiar to other

motorized vehicles.

In summary, females (or family groups) den at elevations
- exceeding 5800 feet on a variety of aspects, on steep slopes, and
may remain near the den until 11 May. High elevation snowmobiling
after 8 April may increase the potential for encounters with
females and young at the gden site. The ability of a family to flee
" from disturbance would be quite limited at this time of year.

" Incidently, over the past five years, we have noticed a lot of

illegal high elevation snowmobile use in the Jewel Basin Hiking
Area. Our observations suggest that enforcement of current
snowmobiling regulations would be one area of improvement.

Sincerely,

Richard Mace
Project Leader

Timothy Manley
 Research Specialist



[

" APPENDIX |

i
i

“Wildlife Concerns

 Elk Winter Range Map

Moose Winter Range Map
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Mule Deer Winter Range Map
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£.0. Box 507
Trege, MT, 59934
ph. (408) 882-4697
Ref:TT12.96 .

August 31, 1995

TO: Wayne Worthington
FROM: Tim Thier, FWP Biologist
SUBJECT: Winter use of wildlife in the Ten Lakes area.

Susie Hawkins asked that I contact you ahd clarify or confirm a
couple aspects regarding wildlife in the Ten Lakes area.

To begin, I do not believe the grooming currently being conducted
or proposed 1in the Ten Lakes area acts as a barrier to any type
of wildlife movements. Wildlife wuse of habitat directly adjacent
to the groomed trail may be somewhat reduced, but is not impeded.
Animals wishing to c¢ross the trail no doubt do so, especially
during the nighttime hours. ' '

Winter range for mule deer and elk in the lower Grave Creek area
has not been clearly defined, and will vary according . to winter
severity and other factors. Total numbers of +these animals
wintering in the Birch Creek area is unknown, but not belisved to
be great. In mild winters the Birch Creek area may be considered
winter range, while in more severe winters it is not. Most of the
winter use occurs along the lower slopes of Gibralter Ridge (see
attached map. Again, vehicle use to and from the parking area may
be displacing some animals, but the total effect on the
population is believed minor.

If ydu have other questions or if I can be of further assistance,
please feel free to contact me .
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2.0, Box 507

Trego., MI., 5993¢

ph. (408) BB2-L4L697
N Ref:TT26.956
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SUBJECT Updats on  3/17/%9% comments regarding wildlife/snow-
. mopils issues in the Ten Lakes area.

Zarlis> I offered comments 'on what I belisved ths potential
impact on w;ldlife would be due to the grooming of roads in the
Ten Lakes Area. At this -time I would like to expound on <Those
ﬁomm=nbs and have segresgazted my comments by species:

"Grizzlv Bears Grizzly bears use the Ten Lakes Arez and may den
+here. The 2ffscts of snowmobiles on grizcly bear use of the zre
is not clezr., but probably not great. I was perscnally involve
with -grizzly bear and black bear resezrch for over 18 vezrs,
during which "tims I observed o¢r visited ssveral dozern grizzivy
bear dens. Most grizczly dens that ' I observed weres on very stasp
(> 70%), wuppsr slsvation slopes., usually near <ths hezad of
" avalanche chutes. E'ce tions were noted in the Yazk 'area. whers
very steep slopes with avalanche chutes ars limited. Stesp, upper
elevation slopes near the head of avalanche chutes are rarelv
conducive to the riding of snowmobiles.

Llthough bears may leave the den site by early Zpril, it is

usually early May for females with.cubs. Once thev leav= their
den, bears normally move +to open, ~southern slopes that azxe
cenerally free of snow. Once again, these are not arsas one would
normally expect snowmobiles. As stated earlier, I am not aware of
any instances where snowmcbllers have displacsd grizzly bears
from their den in the Ten Lakes area or elsewhere.

Ly

It is mv opinion that the threat posed by snowmcbilers to grizzly
bears in the Ten Lazkes aresa is minimal. I am much more concerned
about +the welfare of grizzly bears during the remainder of the
vear - when they interact with people living in +their spring
range, with hunters, hikers and campers in the backcountry. Since
grizzly bears are curréently listed as "Threatened" under the
Endangered Species 2Act, final decisicn on this mattsr obvicusly

H-8




rests with the U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Wolves: As stated earlier, I have personally observed a wolf and
wolf tracks in the Ten Lakes area. Generally, wolves will. be
found where there are large concentrations of deer, theixr
principle prey. Normally during winter months, this will be at
lower elevations or  on southwestern slopes at mid elevations. It
is my opinion that wolf use of the Ten Lakes area during winter
months is low, and the potential for confiict with snowmobiles

minimal. ihe one <track I saw during several trips there last
winter was within 1 mile of the parking area. Even if wolf use
did occur yvear-round, I am not aware of any - moterized travel

restrictions Imposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Oncse
again, the USFWS 1is the final authority due to the listing of
wolves as "Endangered" under the Endangered Species Lct. :

Caxribou: No caribou are believed <+o reside in Montana at this
time, and I am not aware of any credible sightings of caribou or
Theix tracks in the Ten Lakes area since 1984, In September of.
1894, 1 . received what appeared to be a credible report of 12
caribou near Saint Clair Peak by three hikers. ‘Within hours of
receiving the report, I contracted the services of =a pilect and
thoroughly surveved the area from the alr., Seeing nothing of
interest, I hiked into the exact site where the "caribou" had
been cobserved. I found nothing but the fresh tracks and scat of
bighorn sheep. Further discussicns with the thres observers
cenvinced me that what thev had seen were in fact sheep.

While future use of the Ten Lakes area by caribou will alwavs
remaln a possibility, it is Ffairly unlikely. The B.C. Fish and
wildlife Branch is unaware of anvy caribou directly to the no +th
oI Ten Lzkes in southsast B.C. In the even+ that caribou ars
someday found residing in the arsa, it is my opinion that at that
time the potential effects  of snowmobiles on- caribou wuse of

habitat should be re-examined.

Wolverines., Fishers and Pine Marten: These three members of the
weasel family (Mustelidae) are all believed to reside in the Ten
Lakes arsa. Trappers catch many pine marten in the ares during
the winter months, and cccasionally wolverine are . legally
harvested as well. As recently as 1994 a wolverine was harvested
in Blacktail Creek, and several trappers reported seeing multiple
" sets of wolverine tracks this past winter as well. I perscnally
. observed wolverine tracks in the Williams Creek drainage in
‘March. Alsc this past winter, I received two reports of fisher
tracks in the Ten Lakes area and personally saw what I thought
were fisher tracks near Big Therriault Lake. '

The effects snowmobiles mav have on mustelids 1is poorly
documented in the literature. This past summer I attended an
International Symposium on fishers and pine marten in Edmonton,
- Alberta. Of 48 papers presented by researchers from all over the
world on topics ranging from food habits to habitat alteration,
none addressed the effects of human dJisturbance on animal
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‘movements. I - also examined a recently published ©book entitled,
"Martens, Sables, and Fishers: biclogy and conservation" edited
by Buskirk, Harestad, Raphael and Powell (19%4). Thirty papers
. zre presented, again none of  them dealing with tnn effects of
numan disturbance. Several cther sources were examined, all with
similar =zresults. The only reference I could find was in a
sublication entitled "The Scientific Basis for Conserving Forest
‘Carnivores (American Marten, Fisher, Lynx, and Wolverine) in the
Western United States" by Ruggiero, Rubry, Buskirk, Lyon and
“ielenski {19%4)., In it, ' Hornocker and Hash (1981) are «cited as
suggesting that human access or all-terrain vehicles . in winter
=nd earlv spring could cause behavioral disturbances.
_n December of 1994, I attended z workshop -on Forest Carnivores
held in Kalispell that was utt nded by researchers . and managers
- fvom +throughout +the Pacific Northwest. There, Jeff Copeland
described his reSea“ch on wolverines nezar Boise, ID. He described
how females with voung appearsd ESDE’lal'V susceptible to human
Zisturbance. This was demconstrat=d by ap oach_na den- sites on
skis, only tc have the females -move thELr young'ts ancTier arexz.
The assumpticon is made that a2 simila> or greater responses could’
le this may be true, I have no:

I:'
be expected with snowmebiles. Wh
seen anything published.

I reczall Copeland stating that female wclverines on his ~Boise
study area tended =o den in boulder fields upslcpe from areas
where ungulates wintered. That being the case, I would expect
wolverines t¢ den mere in the heads of drazinages along the west
face of the Ten Lakes area than in the interior. Examples would

be the head of Blacktail, Indian, Sinclair and Griffith Cresks.

while I am not to tzlly familiar with  snowmeobile uss in these
zreas, I believe they receive little use.

T+ is important to note that this past winter, I personally

cbserved where at lesast one and prebably twe wolverines crossed =
groomed and heavily used : snowmobile trail near Upper Whitefish
Lake eight times in a six mile . stretch. B week earlier, I
observed fresh wolverine <tracks from probably a third, larger
individual crossing the same trail several times. While none of
these involved females with young, it does demonstrate some level
tolerance of snowmobiles and ' groomed trails by at least some

wolverines.

‘Due to the lack of publlshed information and the lack of analys s
in ‘the E.A. on total snowmobile . use in the Ten Lakes and
‘surrounding area, this is a difficult issue to address. The E.R.
addresses only the groocming of the trail and not off-trail use,
which undoubtedly increases with grooming. ' Perhaps & mors
detailed examinaticn of the amocunt and location of off-trail use
is warranted before any conclusions about the effects cof
snowmonlles on dennlng female wolverines can be made :

Lvnx: As w;th wolverines and fishers, the TU.S. Forest'Service
also regards the lynx as a sensitive species. Tracks of lynx ars
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LLHquently Teported by trappers as the Ten .Lakes area, and I
personally observed 'lynx tracks in Williams Creek in March of
1995. .Fish, Wildlife and Parks currently regards the lynx as a
furbearer with an allowed quota of 2 legally harves;ec lynx per

vyear in the state.

As with the mustelids I reviewed my available literature for
information relating to the effects of human disturbance on lynx.
I was unable to find anything on thls subject. However, numerous
authors addressed the relationship of 1lynx to +their principle
prey, snowshoe hares.' Further, it was frequently stated that hare
densities were greatest (and hence lynx use of habitat) in areas

of dense, young coniferous forests. Approximately 15,000-20,000
stems per hectare (6,00048 000 stems per acre) was generally
considered optimum for lynx foraging habitat (Ruggiero et al.

1994). While sites such as this exist within the Ten Lakes aresa,
I seriouslv doubt thev receive much use by snowmckbilers except on
cleared +frails. Lgain, it is my opinion that the impact of
snowmobliles on lynx in the Ten Lakes arez is minimal.

Deer, Elk and Moose: As szated in my earlier memo, lit=tle use ot
ungulates occurs within the Ten Lakss area during the winter
months. Most animals move either north into the B.C. portion of
the Wigwam River ocr west te the south and west facing slcres
overlcoking Eureka. A few mule deer will winter on *+he slope
.~ above the parking area, as will some moose in Blue Skv Creek and
possibly several other southwest facing slopes. However, ‘during
several trips to the Ten Lakes area last winter, I do not recall
seeing any ungulate tracks. OFf 2ll ungulates, mocss are prcobably
ieast disturbed bv ncise from motorized vehicles. In my c¢pinion,
use o©f the area by snowmobiles is probably having a minimal
effect on wintering ungulates;

Hepeifully this mere tailed memo has clarifised questions vou and

others may have about wildlife use in the Ten Lakes area. If vou

have other questions or if I can be og further assistance, pleass
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

I/)ML«#} 0T

H-11



.F:H
T

P
nn
W i
4] > 7
[}
2 ) & g8 .
) 3
- wn mm )
& 8 53 3 w,_.
= Lo .
= mm.m Mm @
. Boyg -
v EES  EIgS “_m
: ) , e o B c
\w“rh o) o _ Womg Mmes :
4% B m g .m..mml E
r.Ar uA.ﬁc <D._ ]
. ’ ga5 sz03 0 &
S 8%8 BA2 Hm §
3 =i M_.mmN;m% E
Oy a0oot
94 88358 &






Miles
G 1 2

™ oy = S

Moose winter range from the
MONTANA RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM.
Moosc winter range digitized at 1:250,000.

Map produced by:

MONTANA RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

450 N. Meridian Road '
Kalispell, MT 59901

464525501

/wp/req/sntmo.eps — LB ~ D9/04/95







|y

o b

i
=

09/04/95

"

P v

: N\, o 4 LI ; . Mv“
. ./i .p ) %' 3 ,.4 .'....\“\\ \lu\wx‘__.n‘uu\t\
o

5 5

i,
1
4!

..I\//L_m ~

RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM
LB’

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

490 M. Meridian Road

Kalispell, MT 59901

d by:

WHITETAILED DERR WINTER RANGE
Miles- -
1

2-5501

S

MONTANA RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM.

White+ailed deer winter mange digitized

Whitetailed deer winter range from the
at 1:24 (K.
Map produce
MONTANA

o N

40673

/Ewp/req/sotrwtd.eps —






Mule deer winter range from the
MONTANA RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM.
Mule deer winter range digitized at 2:250,(004). -

Map praduced by:

MONTANA RIVERS INFORMATION SYSTEM
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

490 N. Meridian Road

Kalispell, MT 59901

4N6-752-5501

/fwp/req/sntnmd.eps - LB - 69!(}4,"95







cﬂlmtarLa‘DeparhI@Q
o
Fish ,Wildlife (R PariG

1420 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, Montana 59620

July 5, 1995

Marty Watkins
Region 1, Fish, Wildlife & Parks

fe () ,
Kalispell, MT 59901

Deaf Marty:

Here is the GIS information you requested. This. identifies
threatened, rare and endangered species. Pretty fancy, isn‘t it? 1

The only wildlife or plant species that showed up for your system
is West Slope Cutthroat Trout, which is obviously only in streamss,
and Columbia Lily and Mingan Island Moonwort. You can see on tine.
accompanying Map 1 the location of these populations and analyz=e
how they relate to the trail. If your trail in this location is <n
roadways, there should be no problem. '

If you have any questions, give me a call.

Sincerely,

[

Bob Walker _
State Trails Program Coordinator

Parks Division






May 30, 1995 ' ' c ]
. MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
Species of Special Concern: Lincoln County

Ref. Name/Common Name : GRank S Rank = USESA  USF§. Tounship-Ranse-Sec, County(ies)

048 GAVIA IMMER G5 $3B,SIN SENSITIVE  -035N026W 07 Lincoln
COMMON LOON

033  HISTRIONICUS HISTRIONICUS ‘ G4 $28,SZN 2 SENSITIVE  03&NO25W 15 " Linesln
HARLEQUIN DUCK ‘ 037M026W 32

- 049  GAVIA IMMER o G5 S38, 52N SENSITIVE =~ 036NO26W 22 Lincaln

COMMON LOON ,

089  GAVIA IMMER ' G5 $38,5IN SENSITIVE.  O036N026W 26 Lincotn
COMMON LOON S .

066  HALIAEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS G4 S38,53N  LELTNL ENDANGERED  O036NO26W 33 Lincoln
BALD EAGLE : _ 7 -

030 CYPRIPEDIUM CALCEOLUS VAR SARVIFLORUM G50 5253 SENSITIVE  036N026W 33 Lincotn
SMALL YELLOW LADY'S-SLIPPER ' ' :

037  GAVIA IMMER G5 $38, SN " SENSITIVE  037MO2MW 16 Lingoln
.COMMON LOON :

078  GAVIA IMMER 65 $38,S2N SENSITIVE  O37M027W 22 Lincoln
COMMON LOON : o

082 ~ GAVIA IMMER ' G5 S38,S2N SENSITIVE . 037NO27W 28  Lincoln
COMMON LOON .

085  GAVIA IMMER G5 $38,52N SENSITIVE  037MO27W 17 - Lincoln

© COMMON LOON .

001  TYMPANUCHUS PHASIANELLUS COLUMBIANUS G4T2T3  §1 c2 SENSITIVE  O037W027W 26 Lincoln
COLUMBIAN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE : :

002  TYMPANUCHUS PHASIANELLUS COLUMBIANUS G4T2T3  s1 €2 SENSITIVE  037M027W 25 Lincoln
COLUMBIAN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE ‘

003  TYMPANUCHUS PHASIANELLLS COLUMBIANUS G4T2T3  s1 €2 SENSITIVE  037NO27W 11 Lincoln
COLUMBIAN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE

002  STIPA COMATA MID STEPPE SERIES 2z z ' 037M027W 26 ‘Lincoln
NEEDLE-AND-THREAD MID STEPPE SERIES : '

001  SILENE SPALDINGII - 62 s1 €2 WATCH 037NO2ZTW 26 Lincotn
SPALDING CAMPION - .

D08  SILENE SPALDINGII _ G2 1 c2 WATCH 037N027% 11 - Lincoln
SPALDING CAMPION : _

011  SILENE $PALDINGII G2 $1 €2 WATCH 037N027W 25 _ Lincaln

SPALDING CAMPION

17 Records listed.
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APPENDIX J

- Noise Levpl for Snowmobiles






23-2-834 PARKS, RECREATION, ' : 5
) SPORTS, AND GAMELING ‘

History: En, Sec. B, Ch. 434, L. 1971; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 124, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 2, Ch.
81, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 161, L. 1877; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 417, L. 1977, amd. Sec. 14, Ch.
421, L. 1977; RC.M. 1947, 53-1020(1); amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 18, L. 1979, .

23-2-634. Regulation of snowmobile nofse. (1) Except as provided in '
this section, every snowmobile must be equipped st all times with noise-sup-
pression devices, including an exhaust muffler in good working order and in
constant operation. A snowmobile may not be modified by any person in eny
manner that will amplify or otherwise increase total noise emissions to a level
greater than that emitted by the snowmobile as originally constructed,
regardless of date of manufacture. :

\J (Z§ Every person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after
une 30, 1972, but prior to June 30, 1975, shall maintain the machine in such
a manner that it will not exceed a sound level limitation of 82 dbA measured
\St 50 feet.

@% A snowmobile manufactured after June 30, 1975, except snowmobiles

designated for competition purposes only, may not be sold or offered for sale

_unless that machine has been certified by the manufacturer as being able to
conform to a sound level limitation of not more than 78 dbA measured at 50
feet. Every person who owns or operates a snowmobile manufactured after
June 30, 1975, shall maintain the machine in such 8 manner that it will not
exceed a sound level limitation of 78 dbA measured at 50 feet.

(4) A manufacturer who certifies that a new snowmobile can comply with
the noise limitation requirements of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 shall affix a
permanent notice of that certification to every snowmobile offered forsale in
the state of Montana, ' ' S

(5) In certifying that a new snowmobile can comply with the noise limita-
tion requirements of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, a manufacturer shall make
the certification besed upon measurements made in accordance with SAE
recommended practice J192, as amended. The department, in enforcing the
provisions of this section, shall make measurements of snowmobile noise in
accordance with applicable practices outlined in the “Procedure for Sound
Level Measurements of Snowmobiles” (January, 1969), as amended, used by
the international snowmobile industry essociation or with other standards for
measurement of sound level as the department may adopt.

(6) This section does not epply to organized races or similar competitive
eventis held on: : :

(a) private lands or waters, with the permission of the owmer, lesses, or
custodian of the land or waters; or .
~ (b) public lands or waters, with the consent of the public agency having
the autherity to grant consent. ' ' :

" History: En. Sec. 8, Ch. 434, L. 1971; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 124, L 1973: amd. Sec. 2, Ch.
91, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 161, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 417, L. 1977; amd. Scc. 4, Ch.

47, L. 1977; RC.M. 1947, 53-1020(part); amd. Sec. 9, Ch. 363, L. 197%; amd. Sec. 7, Ch.
351, L. 1993 .

Compiler's Comments exceed 50 dbA at any point 50 feet or more
1883 Amendment: Chapter 351 in (6Xs),  cutside the area under the control of the spon-
in two places, and in (6Xb), after reference to  soring entity”; and made minor changes.in
lands, inserted “or waters™, at end of (6XDb), style. Amendment effective April 16, 1893.
after "consent”, deleted "provided that total

sound produced by such an event may not
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. Permitted Snowmobile Use in Ten Lakes Wilderness Study Area
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Refer to Forest standards for 1ocatab1e minerals. Seasonal restrictions

- 1.
. may occur.
2. No mineral leases will be issued.
3. Extractlon of common minerals will not be permltted
Lands
1. No rights-of-way, easements, or ccst-sharé agreements are permitted.
Facilities
'i. No road construction is permitted. ;
2. ‘New trails may be constructed except when in. conflict with grizzly
' habitat needs.
3. Trails will be malntalned at level 1 or 2.
i, This MA is classified as a corridor exclusion area. (See Appendix 15.)
Fire

Prescribéd Fire

Planned Ignitions:

-Acceptable as a means of wildlife habitat enhancement. All prescribed
fires must be consistent with cavity habitat management, old growth
requirements, and applicable soil, air, VQO and water quality

_standards.
Unplanned Ignitions:

1. May be used in this MA to perpetuate the natural ecological
process, provide habitat diversity for wildlife and prevent a
buildup of fuels which could lead to a catastrophic fire in the.

. future.

2. Fire must involve only this MA and/or adjacent ones for whlch the
use of unplanned ignition for prescribed fire has been approved.

3. The expected life cycle effects of the fire must not adversely

- affect the goals or standards of this or any other MA.

4. A decision flow-chart will be prepared as part of the Fire
Management Action Plan to conform to specific requirements of life
and property, air quality, monitoring and managing resources, site,
weather, expected fire behavior, and fuel type necessary for
declaring an unplanned ignition a prescribed fire.
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1. Habitat enhancement projects using prescribed fire, both planned and

2.

unplanned ignition, may occur, especially on areas of winter range.

Areas of mature timber and cld growth are considered to be part of the
0ld growth habitat on the Forest. Before using prescribed fire in an old
growth area the amount of ©ld growth will be determined for the major
drainage affected, and not allowed to fall bélow the designated minimum
(usually 10%).

3. Stocking of lakes with indigenous fish is permitted except the program
may be cancelled for selected lzkes if sites adjacent to those lakes
become overused. o

4, Isclated enclaves of pure strain trout species will be identified and
preserved. :

Range

1. There are no existing allotments for grazing domestic livestock and none
are permitted. .

2. Recreational pack stock is permitted to graze in this MA. If popular
areas are overused or resource damage occurs the grazing of pack stock
will be discontinued on those sites.

Timber

1. This MA is not suitable for timber production.

2.  Timber harvest will not occur.

Soil, Water, and Air

1.

2!

All site rehabilitation projects will be done in a manner that protects
wilderness vealues, using only native species for revegetation.

Comply with the Smoke Management Plan published by the Air Quality Bureau
of the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences and
administered by the Montana State Airshed Group.

Riparian (See Riparian Area, Chapter II),.
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STANDARDS .
The Forest—ﬁide manégementrdirection included in Chapter II of this plan
applies to this MA. :

Recreation

1. The VQO is preservation.

2. The ROS class is predominantly primitive. Scme roads adjacent to
proposed boundaries create a small amount of semi-primitive non-motorized
and gemi-primitive motorized recreation cpportunities.

3. Roadless non-motorized fdrms of recreation (horseback riding and hiking)

w111 be accommodated and managed

sgx¥M That use may continue

unlesé 1tris determlned to. donfllct w1th grlzzly management or other
wildlife standards. It is assumed that if any part of this MA becomes
Congressionally designated Wilderness, snowmobile use will no longer be

allowed.
Overused sites will be monitored, and if resource damage occurs the 51tes

5.
will be restricted or closed and rehabilitated.

6. Wilderness rangers will not be provided but signs and brochures will be
made available for recreationists instructing them on "no trace" camping
techniques, and "pack it in, pack it out" hiking.

7. Signs and informational brochures will also be made available advising
users of the presence of grizzlies, and techniques of food storage and
disposal to prevent conflict with the bears.

Wilderness

1. A Final Report and Proposal for the Ten Lakes area is in the process of
being submitted to Congress. The separate report is required because Ten
Lakes was designated a Montana Wilderness Study Area.

2. Any portion of this MA, or lands not presently in this MA that become
Congressionally designated wilderness will be placed in MA-7,

3. A Wilderness management plan will be prepared f'or any area designated
wilderness.

4. Permanent facilities for commercial outfitters and guides will not be
permitted.

5. The cabin at Wolverine Lake will be retained. If the area is designated

wilderness, the eventual disposition of the cabin will be determined by a-
site specific wilderness management plan.

K-3
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:{  MANAGEMENT AREA 9
34,200 Acres

A. DESCRIPTION -
NOTE: The Ten Lakes Recommended Wilderness Area involves 7,000 acres

outside of the Montana Wilderness Study Act Aree (a portion of MA-8)
and 26,000 acres inside the Study Area (a portion of MA-9} for a
total of 33,000 acres. The entire area of MA-9 (34,200 acres) must
be managed as described below in accordance with provisions of the
Montana Wilderness Study Act even though all of the area is not
recommended for Wilderness designation. :

This entire area lies in Lincoln County. Elevations range from approximately
4000' to nearly 8000'. There are several small lakes in the area, many of
which are popular for fishing. The size end configuration of the area is such
that many people hike in and out the same day. The vegetation is sub~alpine
with a few spruce basins scattered over the area.. The west side is pine and
fir and is high quality winter range for elk and deer. Recent discovery of
caribou sign in the Ten Lakes area indicates a few animals may be present at
least intermittently, however, no resident caribou population exists. The
species is listed as sensitive on the Kootenai national Forest. The entire
area is grizzly situation 1, and is in the Whitefish Range of the Northern
Continental Divide Grizzly Bear Ecosystem. There has been some mineral
activity in the past and a low level of exploration activity continues. The
potential for mineral discoveries is low to moderate over most of the area.
There has been interest in the oil and gas potential since the area lies within
the Overthrust Belt. There are no active exploratory operations presently
occurring. ‘

B. GOALS
Retain the wilderness characteristics and values, allow natural ecological
processes to continue, maintain the opportunity for primitive forms of

recreation, and provide habitat which will contribute to the recovery of the
grizzly bear. .

K-4
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APPENDIX L

Public Awareness Plan

1. Club Goals and Objectives
2.- 4. Snowmobile Project Agreement
5.- 10. Development and Operating Agreement
11.- 17. Snowmobile Trail Project Proposal/Application

18. Air Quality _ .
. 18. ~Wildlife ~

18. Vegetation
~19. Safety Plan

20.- 21. Sign Plan

22, . Wilderness

22, Events
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V.

TEN LAKES SNOWMOBILE CLUB

Goals and Objectives

Preserve Scenic Recrea 10 lr"v'g"ll Area for the use and pleasure of MANY people .

A Since our earth is becoming gverpopulated, we want to provide space for each :
of us to enjoy the unique majesty and magnificence of MONTANA

B. Theré is plenty of space for all of us if we will cooperate, share, and learn to be
considerate of the needs and interests of each other

Promotion of family participation in the wholesome environment of Snowmobiling in
the fresh, pure air in the mountains of MONTANA

A. Providin safe access to areas for a MAJOE‘ PERCEN TAGE of the popufation of
MONTANA--to experience the grandeur of the mountains that would be :
impossible by any other means

L G of trais
B. Guided tours by Snowmobiles
C. Group outings and activities *
Bringing people into the area for business and recreation potential
A. Possibility of storage business to be located near Birch Creek Campground
~ B.  Possible Snowmobile rentals at same site ‘

C. - Connect (by Snowmobile trail) the North Fork area to Ten Lakes area

D. Welcoming other Snowmobile clubs to our Snowmobile functions

Cooperation with MONTANA State Snowmobile Association in promoting
snowmaobiling

A. To encourage Licensing and Decal Usage on all snowmobile of members

7. A percentage of gasbline tax money is set aside for grooming
snowmobile trails _

Develop Standards of Safety and Survival Skills

A. Cabin {or temporary shelter for winter use) to be built and maintained for the
use of stranded outdoorsmen for emergency occupancy ‘

Weasel cabin restored and maintained

Trails made N
Signs pro vided on trails

mo o W

Information provided regarding weather conditions and hazards
7. Videotape on Avalanches (Forest Service)

Pamphléts and Area Maps provided (Forest Service)

Members involved in SEARCH AND RESCUE

H. Development of Emérgency Kit to be carried on all snowmobiles

& ;






THIS PROPOSAL requests an agreement be established between the

~ -
. &

n Snowmobile Project Agreement

SNOWMOBILE PROJECT AGREEMENT

"

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, an agency of the
atate of Montana herelnafter called "Department," and _{club name)

gr s herelnafter called "“the Club."

" WITNESSETH:

NOW,

RECITALS

Montana statutes, earmark a portion of gasoline taxes and
snowmobile registration decal fees for snowmobile facility
operation, mainténance and development for public use at no

cost to the public.

sufficient funds ‘have accrued in the snowmobile earmarked
revenue accocunt to fund this proposal.

mhe Parks Division, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, is respon51ble for the administration of this program.

The Parks Division desires to seek means of funding snowmobile
facilities maintenance projects, and to seek baseline
information for snownobile operations projects.

The Club is an entity in the inmediate v1c1plty of the trails
=0 be maintained and is desirous of seeing trails maintained

for snowmobilers.

Both parties hereto desire to malntaln trails for snowmobile
use on land shown on a map submitted as a supplement to this
application, designated Attachment "B", and

As demonstrated by the attached written statements, the
landcwne*(s) of affected p;operty(les) has/have granted
permission to the Club to carry out the proposal on affected -

property.

THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises, conditions, and’

tarms hereinafter set forth, the Club prcposes:

1.

That Attachment Wg" is an accurate depiction of the areas
covered by this proposal.

That the Club will perrorm the following activities ana‘
duties: .

A. Utilize dollars granted for the purpese of maintaining
spowmobile trazils detailed in Attachment "B". This

L-2
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il
maintenance shall be conducted as conditions required

during the agreement period.

Permit inspection of the project by the Deparfmeht'orllés
employees or agents at any and all reasonable times
during the term of the agreement.

i

Indemnify and save harmless the State and the-Department
from all claims from injuries or damages arising or

" growing out of the operations performed under any

resulting agreement.

Will not discriminate against any person on the basis of
race, color, religion, creed, political ideas, sex, age,
or marital status, physxcal or mental disability, or.
national origin in the use of any property or facility
maintained pursuant to any resulting agreement.

Fully comply with all applicable federal, state and local
laws, rules, regulations, etc. It shall be the Club’‘s
responsibility to familiarize itself with the relevant
laws, rules, regulations, etc. ,

Require that in all subcontracts let in fulfllllng any
resulting agreement, preference must be given to the
employment of bona fide Montana residents at the
prevailing rate of wages appllcable to the county or
locality in which the work is being performed (sectlon
18-2-401, et. seq., MCA) _ ‘

Provide the Department with documentatlon of actual and
necessary expenses incurred in trail maintenance in the
form and upon the dates requested; all such documentation
will be submitted by May 1 of the contract period. The
Club agrees to allow and permit legislative or department
auditors access to its records for the purpose of
determining that this grant is administered in accordance
with grant terms and conditions as set forth ln any

resulting agreement.

Agrees that any contract resulting from this proposal shall be
with the Club, as an independent contractor and does not
establish an enmployer-employee relationship between the
Department and the Club or any person employed by the Club for
any purpese. In this regard the Club agrees:

A,

To pay all reguired state, federal or local taxes, fees,
including unenployment insurance  and workers’
compensation insurance or other assessments related to
employment of any person or individual employed by the

club as necessary in fulfillment of this contract.

L-3



NOW,

B. To alwide by the State Prevailing Wagé Rate - Section 18-
2-406 MCA,,. which provides that contractors, sub-
contractors and employees who are performing services

- under public,works contracts as provided in Part 4, MCA
. shall post in a prominent and accessible site on ‘the
'~ project or work area, not later than the first day of
work, a legible statement of all wages to be paid to the

employees on such site or work area.

Agrees that  the Department may unilaterally terminate any
contract resulting from this proposal upon refusal by the Club
.to allow access to records necessary to carry out the
legislative audit and analysis function set forth in Title V,

Chapters 12 and 13, MCA.

. Agrees that venue will be in Lewis and Clark County should anyf
legal action arise from this propesal or any contract issued
in whole or in part therefrom. -

'

Agrees that it is understood that a failure to comply with any
of the provisions listed above can result .in a rejection of
this proposal and/or the voiding of any resulting contract.

THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises, conditions, and

terms hereinafter set forth, the parties agree as follows:

1.

BY:

rev.

: {CLUQCV

The period covered by this agreement will begin July 1,
{current vear) and will continue in effect until June 30,

(following vear)

This agreement may be revised as necessary, by mutual consent
of all parties by issuance of a written amendment, signed and

dated by all parties.

 The rights and obligations of any part to this agreement may

be terminated upon giving thirty (30) days notice by the
party. _ ' .

The = agreement accepts the  Snowmobile Project
Proposaly/ lication and becomes part of the agreement.

idént './}/ ;
es Dat
oo A/léai/ié,;q ;{—i“??ﬁf

Secretary Date
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS
Regional Supervisor o - Date

3-91
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DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT
' | . L e

Between

APPENDIX A.3

"/}_n laKes | SNOWMOBILE CLUB

and o

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks

[ and

Kootened o 'NATIONAL FOREST - USDA FOREST SERVICE

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into by and Dbetween the

Ten -laKesg " Snowmobile Club, a non-profit organization
in the State of Montana, ("the Club"}, and the Montana Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, State of Mcntana, ("the Department"),
and the' Kaolenax National Forest, U.S. Department. of
Agriculture, Forest Service, ("the Forest Service"), collectively,
("the Cooperators") under the provisions of Montana, Code 23,
Chapter 2, and the Acts of June 30, 1914 (16 USC 498) and June 12,
1960, (16 USC 530),

WITNESSETH:
RECITALS

1. The Forest Service is responsible for the National Forests'
recreation resources and their being available for public use
and enjoyment, and -

2. Managed and maintainedrsnowmobile_trails in the vicinity of
Tenlakes Scenic Ovta onthe_Forting
Ranger District, need to be groomed to provide snowmobilers
with a safer and more enjoyable ;ecreation experience, and.

3. The Club is interested in assisting in the maintenance and
operation of snowmobile facilities and activities on the land
administered by the Forest Service, for use by Club members as
well as the general public, and

4. The Department controls State funds earmarked for the
development and maintenance of snowmobile trails and desires.
to cooperate with the Forest Service and the Club in the
development and maintenance of snowmoblle facilities on the

land administered by the Forest Service, and

5. The general public will penefit from the three parties
cooperating in the providing for these recreation facilities.

L-5



NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above pfémiées, the parties
hereto agree as follows: ‘ -

A. THE CLUB SHALL: R

_ 1. Meet with the Department to develop an annual Project
Proposal/Application showing grooming routes, schedules, signing
and club officers. Provide copies to the Department, and in turn,
the Department shall provide copies to the Forest Service by May 1

of each year.

2. Erect at the trailhead certain signs as needed and store
these signs in the off season. Necessary signs will be detailed in
the annual Project Proposal/Application. Signs approved by the
Department shall be purchased by the Department and installed by

_the Club.

3., . Provide and erect . at strategic  points = along the
snowmobile trails, certain signs showing trail locations, and
length;  and shall erect at the parking area or traillead a sign
which states that the project is funded by state gasoline- tax
refunds and snowmobile registration decal fees and lists the
cooperators. Signs approved by the Department will be purchased by

the Department and installed by the Club.

: 4. Perform such trail maintenance and marking'as may - be
necessary to keep the trails safe and usable. .

5. Provide trail grooming once a week, more or less,
- depending upon the suitability of snow conditions for snowmobiling
and availapility of funds in their snowmobile trail grooming

budget.

6. Bill the Department at the end of each grooming month for
costs of grooming. The Club may request an advance of funds by
writing the Department at least two weeks prior to need for funds.
Total of advances and bills shall not exceed the annual grant
amount for any snow season. The Club shall itemize all
expenditures and include documentation as required by the
Department. :

7. Meet annually or more often with the other parties to
this agreement to coordinate activities pursuant to this agreement.

8. - Hold the Department and Forest Service harmless from and
indemnify them from and against all liability for injuries to or
death of persons or damage to property arising from the negligent
or reckless acts of its employees or agents in carrying out the
terms of this agreement. ‘ S




ot

B. THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL:

1. Allow its lands, in the areas indicated on the attached
maps, to be used for snowmobiling. S _ "

2. Allow .the Club, upon review and approval by the Forest
Service and the Department .of detailed annual operating plans, to
improve trails by machine grading, cutting brush and small timber,
minor bridge construction and other ' improvements as may be
necessary. : : ‘ _ :

t

3. Meet annually or more'dften,with other parties to this
agreement for the purpose of coordinating activities undertaken. -
pursuant to this agreement. ‘ ' :

4. When and if funds are available, make plastic blazers
available to the Club for trail marking. - ‘

Cc. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:

1. Reimburse the club for the costs it incurs for grooming
trails not to exceed the annual grant amount per snow Season.
costs shall be based upon rates established through negotiation
with local contractors by the Club. The Department will have no
liability for charges in excess of the annual grant amount per snow
_season, unless, within the sole discretion of the Department, it is
determined that sufficient additional funds exist in the Snowmobile
Trail Grooming Account. If funds are available in that account,
grooming costs may be reimbursed after .the maximum charge of the
annual grant amount has -been incurred by the Club, provided,
however, that such reimbursement shall be at the sole discretion of

the Department.

2. Monitor the Club for performance guidelines and safety,
and periodically report to the Forest gervice the adequacy of Club

performance.

3. Meet annually or more often with the other parties to
this agreement for the purpose of coordinating activities
undertaken pursuant to this agreement.

4. Maintain and enforce guidelines of grooming according to
USDA FSH 2309.18 Trails Handbook and appropriate Department

guidelines.

‘ 5. An Annual plan of Operation will be presented to the
Forest Service by the Department for its approval prior to May 1 of

each year.

D. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED THAT:

L-7



1. Ahy proposed development or betterment-projects will be
jointly agreed to by the Cooperators prior te their initiation.

2. Nothing herein shall be construed as binding the
Cooperators for the payment. of money beyond the current fiscal year
unless a financial plan for subsequent years has been approved by
the Cooperators. : : _

3. No contributions herein provided for shall entitle the‘
Club or the Department to-any share or interest in the said
_facilities‘Wotheri'thant;the'“right‘=to use - the - same under ‘‘the
regulations of the Forest setvice, All improvements shall be and
remain the property of the United States. ' B

4. Permission to work on Naticnal Forest Lands under the
terms of this Agreement do not in any way convey to the Club or the
Department, their officials, or any person or persons working with
the Forest Service in the performance of said work, employee status
that would extend to them -the benefits of the Federal Employees
_Compensation Act, as amended. N : ' ‘ o
5. The snowmobile trails and facilities will be open to the

general public. The Club and the Department will in no way control
access to or use of the trails or improvements. ‘

6. No member of, or delegate to, Congress or Resident

' commissioner shall be admitted to any. share  or part of this
Agreement, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom; but this
provision shall not be construed to extend to this Agreement if
made with a corporation for its general benefit. : :

7. Cooperators will comply with Title VI of the civil Rights

Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) and in accordance with Title VI of--that

Act, no person in the United States:-shall, on the ground of race,
color, handicap, or national origin, be excluded from participating
in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity for which the
Cooperators receive Federal " financial assistance and will
immediately take any measures necessary to effectuate this

Agreement.

8. The Club and the Department shall indemnify the United
States against any liability for damage to life or property arising
from the occupancy or use of National Forest lands under this
Agreement, providing such damage to life or property is due to the
negligent acts or omissions of the Club or Department. '

9. This Agreement may be revised as rnecessary, by mutual
consent of all parties, by the issuance of a written amendment,
signed and dated by all parties. :

10. The rights and obligations of any party to this agreement

L-8
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may be terminated upon the giving of thirtys (30) days written
notice by that party. \Unless terminated by written notice, this"
Agreement will remain'in force indefinitely.

"IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the barties hereto have executed this Agreement
as of the last date written below. :

_ Keotendu _ NATIONAL FOREST
BY_ m ; (\th_ss_\alh
TITLE &Mm&
pate__ S - Yy~-35 |

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF FISH,
WILDLIFE AND PARKS '

BY

TITLE

DATE

Ton [ables S SNOWMORILE CLUB

r1TLE_ Presidend

DATE___4-23- 75

snomo\dev&oper . agr
rev. 3-91 '
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- . SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PROJECT PROPOSAL[APPLICATION

Flsgal Year 1994 (7/1/93 - 6/30/94)

..... - e . : L,

Project Sponsor'l Snowmoblle club/organization- applylng for

1. .
© "funds. Print Legibly or type mailing address for sponsor.,
This-is the address~to which :program funds'and correspondence
will be malled o
- 'f‘i:_:_' ._ e
Tes Clb i
Ho Box <o
Fumrk'a".: -mT’-- *-5-?9"/ 7 l R
Number of members in- club 54 /’ /I'E’S'-’i"
2. Map of Project Area.- A trall ‘map ‘must be™ included ‘with thls
' appllcatlon 1dent1fy1ng trails-to: be groomed and/or ‘developed.
3. Estimated Total Project Cost: The_totalwprojectvcost (A) is
the sum of the dollar value-of (B) ‘sponsor- -contributions such
as value of volunteer time, sponsor funds, "donated materials,
etc. plus (C) those funds requested from the state snowmoblle
fund. S . :
A. B. T C.
Total : Sponsor Requested $
Costs- Contrlbutlon - From ‘State Fund
18,3140 49 ' : = R
48 7,5/6 78 AT
Grooming 8’,‘9130': S gz - - TRTTRC
. z 9T3q oo
Repair Q344 24800
Plowing A
3-7b 538
Development* 57 ' T
=217 —
Administrative 217—"
P 1/~ 2
/[, 980",

: Y . ' 8 Ao |
Total M q/ /&) é"" f\l_%—;—
2 a0

*

J .

Development: On separate paper, provide written detail of any
development included in this application including work to be
accomplished, estimated «cost, an accurate drawing or
photograph of structures to be developed and location of
development on accompanying trail map. This development must
be approved by the landowner or land managing agency and proof
of that approval must be provided to Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
betfore state snowmobile funds will be provided.

L-11
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Is this a new: pro:ectmm“JQQ___ ...Is any- part of thls trail

4.
system new since last year_ MO ? If so, identify those new
portlons on accompanying map _and be: certaln to include 51gned
Wildlife Clearance forms with application. . Ca
SA.: Total number of miles.;of trail-+in’ your groomed system ‘4’
Mlles of Primary frello(groomed regularly) ?ff 1&3T5”' ,
Miles of Secondary Tral (groomed occa51onally or only for
peczal events,).i . @ .odiNs . e
SB. Antlc;pated ‘total ‘number | of mlles of trall to be groomed
during season. Only 1nclude actual trail miles.groomed. Do
‘not’ include distance (miles) groomer is run (but not groomlng)
in getting -from:one trailhead:ito another. . __ 4l -
- 5C. Miles.of groomed: -snowmobile trail by ownershlp (thls should
T add- up to- -the, total miles. reported xin “(5Aa}). -
.. .U.8. Forest:Service L '4’
_JBureau of Land :Management .
- Dept..of State Lands
. CQunty o
city
Prlvate Land
6. Equlpment Identify below the manner in whlch trails w1ll be
groomed and malntalned AN :
6A. Wlth Department of | Flsh Wildlife and Perks equ1pment
Groomer: | 7
Type Size Widrh ~ Serial # FWP Property #

Barm:ml-c«— 252 ' _' '51!70035_"' ' 9424_

Implements:

Type

(177L”

Size width Serial # FWP Property #

raammtl ilerond” _ Nane Q00489

Trailers:

Type

Size width | Serial # FWP Property #

3-91 L-12



6B. ‘With Sponsor ‘(club) equipment).’

6C. By an indepéndenﬁ contractor operating their own-equipmént.
Attach.a cepy of proof of liability insurance, Workers
compensation Certification and club-contractor agreement.

Contractor . Equipment Type  Size , Width

(:g. ‘Indicgte any additional or future equipment needs and/or
antic1pgped majo; maintenance needs. Need ﬂmﬁlor rchﬁﬁA.

OrfYQC@feyﬁ?éﬁgﬁﬂ

7. Trail Signing. Identify signing needs for the upcoming

season. (use additional sheet if necessary)
Type of Sign Quantity
8. If applicable, is tHis proposal consistent with approved

Forest Service travel plans or BLM unit plans?

Not applicablé; all trails on private land.
Yes. See written approval.’ .
No. Approval Pending. Explain on separate page.

9. Total number of trail users (last season). List by trail.

Trail name Total # of Users

Forest Secvice ﬂms4niwd ond 1% rhninhgxugq(}xpnﬂaﬁs

Attach copy of trail count or other records. Use separate
sheet if necessary.

10. Describe the extent of Safety.and Education Program:

5~ 20 mruws W}Ma& Mw}wﬁkg&&dr-mzﬁ?

rev, 3
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"11. Describe any future plans your club has, cor:is considering,
for improvement of your snowmobile trail program. This might
include interlinking your system with an adjoining club’s
trail system, interpretive signing, improved general: trail
signing, trail-head- facilities, . safety.training and’ trail
safety improvements/changes, etc. ‘ '

12. Club Officers. (Type. or print legibly.)

President . ‘ _ Grooming Chair
Name ":ferm ' SM“H\_ . Name
Address__ Po \Rax' /31 ' : Address_Box 140

Foctme mT <99/8 | Tml.o NT 59934
Phone (W) (hyex82-4474 ~ Phone (w)_i_,__(h)_ﬂ@_%ﬁb57
Safety Officer ' Secretary/Treasurer

Name. Kuat LL_)E_‘S‘}' | Name Sggg_,ﬂ é&g) kfa,s
Address P Cox 1225 Address Ta28 : J
zuancekn 0T 59917 ' herd 0

Phone (w) (h)_2% A344 Phone (W) (n) £H89-3389

13. Do you wish to receive a pre-season check in the amount of 75%
of the total grant approved (this will be contingent on the
reception of all necessary approvals, agreements and
application materials)? Yes__X - No

14. Do you wish to be included under the liability insurance
policy for the snowmobile program negotiated by the Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks? Yes ___X No _

A. 1If club (sponsor) does grooming with a state grodmer,’, do
you want full coverage . from state policy (includes <club
liability, and property damage)?

Yes X No

B. If club contracts grooming to a private contractor, do you
still want club liability insurance from the state policy? *

- Yes No - X

*+ The state insurance coverage is not available to private
contractors. They must show proof of having purchased their .
own insurance coverage and workman’s compensatlon. _

rev, J3-21
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clubs/sponsors must also provide proof of irsurance coverage
if they do not purchase insurance. from the state policy.

bkt
i
| . ) . SRR o

{

We shall remove, lessen or sign known and potential hazards in
cooperation with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and affected.
landowners. We will have a safety plan detailing education
efforts, search and rescue, accident reporting and follow-up
procedures developed prior to any trail grooming. -

15. Assurances?

. ‘Before any mid-season trail additions or route changes, we
- will: ' :
U . )
1) Obtain, in writing, permission from any private or public
landewner or land management agency affected and provide to-
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. '

2) Receive‘writtén approval, including wildlife and safety
clearances, for such additions/changes from Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. :

For any organized special events, including competitive
events, fun runs or activities outside of normal trail use, we

will:

1) Contact the appropriate land-managing agency(ies) for the
necessary permits. : _ ‘ ,

2) Develop an event-specific safety plan.
When applicable, all operations shall follow the "Development
and Operating Agreement" between the Montana Department of

Fish, Wildlife and Parks; the U.S. Forest Service; the Bureau
of Land Management and snowmobile clubs.

4039 _Stevon Ahtta 51-%

idenjz/Chair Date Secretary or Treasurer Date

. 3-9 ' '
rev 1 | L-15






__Ten Lakes . Onowmobite Clib |

P Bok 404 _Eureka, M- »59‘?/7
_M995.20k. ﬁ-;ﬁmma.nq..A.Qpp!_.-‘chon fqppwcl X2 "'
o E

EtCth cma;amifo‘n-z

g_ﬁ_ m:na Cost ! ' ' - 4 =

alroomwm\ hes H4 5 X 4. ZSA‘M“ = 7 48(053:?—;
-:Reoo,,r Cost ! | _ | \ .
(225 "X 4.25nr | ‘ | | 778284
Io hrs {4 ZS-/Ar | | S 42z é-'a
' Lo
DQVPIDOPm%‘} CoSt L
_ Cack ShaKes $oe Wolverine Cabin -@r rorp @mcr
4Qmo\e, X4hs @ 4.25 [he = B (.08&2 A
g‘q”""‘{ f?-\momd dvm | -
2 (eogie X 1Dhe @ 4.25/hc: o 85 %= "
miles. use of veh.rle %ogmom amﬁo reoair
1 —
| 244 miles x%29 /m,/e@mz\ 3=
| 53
Odministrative cost | 7
ﬂbmﬁvq ' - 79%
_Sac Fee %\ndzj?_&_/o“ge@& - 9=
TonSannmes , ' __f_/__z £
. e 2=







e Ten .. [.O.Kes Snowmob /e,_ C/u.b____
S A 739 BOX 404, EweeMa, mr. 599.17.

/C?‘?.‘S' ﬁ/o G-rooMJﬂ?_él_pn/:Ca-f-mn Harumc/.x ot |

E’&Lmdﬁd 'Pfgéml Cost:

! G:rmmma\ Coast  Focmule .

:\e(’ exnbec Tar\ummi . F'ebgga.ni and_hal® of Maveh = ,

_|o5 da.u'f; = 7daus a_1eelk = |8 weekKs

Twice_eeKly fOQMPf} -H-m < -

!'@mves CeeeX Raaol # ({4 - A5 miles

"'_htr‘rm.u/‘f [a/(e Koad #3/9

Little. Therriault Lake Roacl #+7085

_ﬁa/?/ ﬂn:ek Koacd  ##+7n2) —— A miles

C/arence, Crreek Road #+ 7085 4m//es
E - _ .53/7)//65/(5(3-— C??Oﬂ

l"Tiu-icp mmv%//, c?rnomprf 76*52[/5‘ : 67- %) 'IL/}’}’)ES_S_E@.SQDa //

_ | 5’1:m'aeﬂ L&\é ’Rmrj ;!“-f 114 A . . : {r m,'/gs
:&)msef [oKe Road 4 7/108 Amiles
| | M‘ | - B miles

X 7.5 = [b,Dmiles

—rotal | 05O mils X 37 /mile_Cost =87, 35D.00







AIR QUALITY °

! u"‘nl C

In snowmobile meetings Air Quality mitigation measures such as keeping motors tuned are discussed.
Public service announcements regarding Air Quality will be submitted to local radio station.

WILDLIFE

Public service announcements will be submitted regarding the inadvisability of harassing wildlife. Signing
at the trailhead addresses this issue, and it is discussed at snowmobile meetings. '

Due to grizzly bear habitat seasonal restrictions and closure dates on Tuchuck and Seaton Proposed
Wilderness Areas are p_osted on bulletin board located at trailhead.

VEGETATION

At snowmobile meetings awareness of this issue will be emphasized. Snowmobilers will be requested
to wash the undercarriage of their trailers and vehicles in the fall to remove weed seed. Newspaper
articles will be submitted in the fall emphasizing the issue. This message is also posted on bulletin board .

at Birch Creek.
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At Meetrngs for Club Members
1.

TEN LAKES SNOWMOBILE CLUB INC.

SAFETY PLAN

oty

The Club has been provided with a safety program entitled Montana Snowmobile Safety
and you. With guidance from this program, the Club will have a 15 to 30 minute safety
meeting at each and every meeting scheduled for regular cfub business. ' |
Topics will be covered such as: _

Handling Emergencies : .

Machine Maintenance and Reparr '
~ First Aide -

Personal Physical F:tness

Know the Area

Survival Equipment

Being Kept Informed on Conditions

Notify Someone of Your Destination

Avalanche Awareness and Precautions

Other Topics will be covered as drfferent safety needs arise

T ra roa0ocn

Search and Rescue

1.

2.

Club members make themselves available as needed by the local Search and Rescue. Many
club members are also members of the Can-am Search and Rescue.

While in a search and rescue situation, club members involved will comply with all
directions and regulatrons set sown by authoritative organization of the search and rescue ,

process.

- Accident Reportmg

1.

1.
2.

All known accidents will be reported to State or local law enforcement agency responsible
for collecting reports of accidents involving motar vehicles if in the event that said accident
is a collision or upset where parsonal injury occurs to any person or where property damage
exceeds $100,000.

Accident reports shall be filled out and returned to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP)

Accident reports are provided to Club Safety Cfficers by FWP.

. Bulletin Board
_ Location: Birch Creek parking area.

Will Contain:
a. Avalanche advisory number (1-800-526-5329).

b, Garbage disposal policies - Pack-In, Pack-Out.

c. Animal awareness notice, what to do when encountering an animal--Do not chase
policy. :
d. - Reminder to respect other nonmotorized recreationists rights.

e. Idle zone at trailhead for safety reasons.

Club Activities

1.

2.

All Club activities will follow safety precautrons set forth in "Montana Snowmobile Safety

and You" manual published by FWP.
Safety issues will be addressed by Club Safety Officer at one point of the ride at the

beginning or before the end at a set break time and area of ride.
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SIGN PLAN

Birch Creek
. Lt H'< !
|

1. Trailhead
- ®Trail Groomer Ahead B
® Avalanche Warning
eTwo Way Traffic Ahead
o Trail Emblem
‘OPIease Keep Right at Corners

Bulletin Board at Traithead
® Avalanche advisory number {1-800-526- 5329)

eGarbage disposal policy (Pack-It-In, Pack-It-Out)
e Animal awareness notice (Do Not Chase policy)
eReminder to respect other nonmotorized recreatlonlst S nghts

eidle zone area

eDates of planned trail grooming (start and endmg)

eDate when Proposed Wilderness Areas Tuchuck—Seaton-Thomas open to snowmob:hng

oFall weed advusory
2. Trailhead Ahead 15 MPH
3. Two Way Traffic (Either side of Clarence Creek junction) Trail Marker | ‘
4. Two Way Traffic (either side of Blue Sky junction) Trail Marker

5.  Avalanche Area (either side of area)

6. Two Way Traffic {either side of Lewis Creek junction) Trail Marker
Avalanche Area (bottom of Weasel Divide) '

7.7 Two Way Traffic (either side of Weasel Lake junction)

8. Two Way Traffic (either side of Weasel Cabin junction) Trail Marker

9. Two Way Traffic Y
.End of Trail Ahead
Trail Marker

10. End of Groomed Trail

11. End of Groomed Trail

12.  No Snowmobiles (at swath cut through trees)

The Forest Service have also made the majority of their road information and safety signs not located
on the map, (i.e., yield, stop, bridge edge delineator, and trail markers, capable of being raised and
- lowered. The Forest Servnce has taken the responsibility of rnanaglng these signs for the last several

years.
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WILDERNESS IS - : | \

This trail is adjacent to a Wilderness Sftudy Area. Public awareness to reduce social conflicts between
individuals wanting a wilderness experience and snowmabilers will be addressed through snowmaobile’
meetmgs, public service announcemer‘lts and newspaper articles. .

‘ S:gnlng to request cooperation in share and use among snowmobilers, cross-country skiers, and others
is located at the tratlhead

EVENT

Two public events are scheduled during the year: 1) The Trans Montana Ride begins or ends at the
Canadian border on the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Trail. The ride is a fund raiser for charities, which have
included M.S. and Special Olympics. 2) Club Fun Days is held over a weekend period, with over 200
snowmobilers attending the two day event. Visitors from Montana, Canada and neighboring states

attend.

No additional employees are used and the Club safety planis in effect The Club also utihzes "Montana
Snowmobile Safety and You," publlshed by FWP,
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TEN LAKES SNOWMOBILE CLUB

| P.0.BOX 131 |
FORTINE, MONTANA 59918
406 882 + 4474

September 12, 1991

Robert Hurd

Glacier View Ranger District
Flathead National Forest

P.O.Box W

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 '

Dear Mr, Hurd,

The Ten Lakes Snowmobnle Club has groomed trails in the northern part of the Fortine Ranger
District of the Kootenai National Forest for the last couple of years. The club would like to extend the
groomed trail system into the neighboring Glacier View Ranger District of the Flathead National Forest.

Specifically, the club wishes to groom a portion of Forest Service Road #114 from the Kootenai-
Flathead forest boundary line to the Frozen Lake area adjacent to the United States-Canada border. The road
is accessed by Forest Service Road #7110 on the Fortine Ranger District, which connects to the Themault
Lakcs Road #319, the latter which is currently in the Fortine groomed trail system.,

The club estimates the length of the additional trail grooming from Road #319 to the Frozen Lake
area at approximately six miles, with about haif of those miles in the Glacier View Ranger District, The
club feels the proximity of the Frozen Lake Road #114 1o the Fortine Ranger District's trail system makes
it more economically and logistically feasible for the Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club to groom the trail rather
than the Flathead Snowmobile Association, which does not object to the Ten Lakes club's proposal.

The Ten Lakes club seeks to groom the two roads to include the popular Weasel Cabin site and -
Frozen Lake area. You may remember the Canadian border at the Frozen Lake area was the destination of
the first Snowmobile Ride Across Montana for Multiple Sclerosis in January of this year. We would like to
use the area agam in 1992 10 begin the 2nd annual cross-state ride, and request your permission to do so.

- This year, about 75 riders met at the Frozen Lake area, about half of them local riders from the
Flathead and Tobacco valleys and the other half who rode across the entire state in the fund-raising event.

Enciosed is the club's trail grooming agreement with the Fortine Ranger District, which estimated
at least 500.snowmobiler user days on the present irail system from mid-Janvary through March of this
‘year. Also enclosed is a copy of the map showing Roads #7110 and #114 as shaded for proposed grooming
the club submitted to the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks for grooming funding. Apparently
funding for all the state's snowmobile clubs has been frozen at last year's levels, but we seek the Glacier
View Ranger District's approval to groom the trail once or twice next season, if our budget allows, to
determine the physical feasibility of the job, most likely in conjunction with the cross-state ride,

You probably will need more information concerning both our grooming request and area use
' request for the 1992 cross-state ride. Please do not hesitate to contact club president Jerry Syth at 882-4474,
grooming chairman Herb Clark at 882-4657 or myself at 296-2514 (office) or 882-4814 (home).

Sincerely,

=i

Mark A. Svoboda
- club vice-president
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'ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
| 'DECISION NOTICE
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

TEN LAKES SNOWMOEILE GROOMING

SUMMARY

This Decision Notice' selects Alternative 4 of the Ten Lakes
Snowmobile EA to allow continued grooming of the Ten Lakes
Snowmobile Trails as they currently exist. ‘

BACKGROUND ,
Since snowmcbkiling was introduced toc the American public in the
1960s, it has become an increasing individual, group, and family
winter recreaticnal activity. With increasing use, trails became
less desirable due tc bumps and mogels, and less safe for all
users. '

Snowmobilers in the Eureka/Fortine area of Northwest Montans met cn
January 26, 1289 and established the Ten Lakes Snowmobile club and
club members began grooming trails in the area with permission from
the U.S. Forest Service, on whose property the trails are located.
Establishing the snowmcbile trail system provided some easing cf
cenflicts with non-moterized winter trail users.

In 19952 the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks began a process
o complete 2 prcgrammatic environmental assessment for
snowmebiling. The Programmatic Environmental Review Program dated
September 18983, required that specific environmental assessment be
written for snowmebile trails grocmed using funds generated from
the percentage of the gas tax which goes toward snowmobile -
recreation. With the aid of a consultant and the Ten Lakes club an
environmental assessment was written. | | '

OBJECTIVES

The objective of this environmental assessment was to look at site
specific concerns in the Ten Lakes area in relation to snowmobile
grooming. These included aesthetic values, wildlife values,
recreational conflicts between motorized and non-motorized users,
and the issue of snowmobiling in proposed wilderness areas. With

public involvement and input, alternatives were established, ang
recommendations made.






- ALTERNATIVES S

Five alternatives wérefdeveloped:

Alternative 1: No Action. Financing from FWP would cease; Trail

grooming would no longer take place. Recads in the area would
continue to be used by snowmobilers. Safety to all users may
suffer. Major accidents could occur. Plcwing the rocad to Birch

‘Creek trailhead may cease, creating unsatisfactery traffic
conditions along plowed areas of Graves Creek Rcad. Snowmobile use
in the Wilderness Study Areas would continue.

1 .

Alternative 2: Fliminaticn ef Stahl and Clarence Cresek roads from
the grcomed trail svstem. This may eliminate €easy snowmobile
access into the Ten lakes Wilderness Study Area. Conflicts with
craoss-country skiers may ke reduced. With these two trails
eliminated, cross—country skiers would still ski over three miles
of groomed snowmcbile trail +o reach the non-groomed trails.
Therriault Creek ski trails permit skier access without sncwmobile
interferencs into the Wilderness Study Area. The Kootenai Naticnal
Ferest Plan presantly permits sncwmebile use in the Wilderness
Study Areas. ' ‘ :

‘Alternative 3: ®lininats Stahl Crsek Rcad grceoming. Very similar
To Altesrnative 2. ' '

Alternative 4: Retain existing arcomed +rail svstem. This
alternative provides easy access into the Wilderness Study area and
Ten . lakes Scenic Area. Snowmckile use in these +two areas 1is

permitted as indicated in the Kectenai National Forest Management
Plan. Tuchuck and Thempson-Seatcn proposed Wilderness Areas are
located in the Flathead National Forest along the county boundary
teo the east. These two proposed wilderness areas are open tc
mctorized use from Decenmber 1 through March 320. If these areas
beccme designated Wilderness, mectcrized use will be eliminated.

Alternative 5: 2Add Weolverine Crssk Road +o Alternative 4. This
would add an additiocnal two miles to the existing system and may
promote additiocnal motorized use in the Ten Lake Scenic Area. The
road also passes through moose winter range. '

CONCT.USTON

It is my decision tc implement Alternative 4. This alternative
raflects current use patterns, protects wildlife through spring
closures, and recognizes that snowmobile use would continue even if
grooming in the area ceased. Since snowmobile use is allowed under
the wilderness study use desicgnation in these areas the eliminaticn
of grooming would noct eliminate snowmobile use, just make it mors
difficult and less safs. Wildlife concerns have been addressed
Through spring cleosures, and threuch education, signing and enforcement.






Recreatiocnal conflictslbetween motorized and non-motorized users
will continue. Since 'there are several areas available to non-~
‘motorized users, providing a, location for motorized use will

~balance t multiplicity of récreational demands in this area.
W/

Dan &}hcent , |
Regitnal Supervisor o '

/299

Date






