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We appreciate your interest in the Ten Lakes Scenic Area. Enclesed vou f@% .
will £ind the handout information booklet availeble at the Murphy Lake — FoW/”
Rangex Statdion and some photos. In addition, listed below arxra some fucts ?
and problems in nanagement of the azda. : - , nii'{/’
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The “Ten Lakes Scenic Area” was established by Regional Foyester Heal /
A. Rahm on May 4, 1964 by authority given under regulation U~3a, {(code EQV’
of Federal Regulation, Title 36, section 251.22) with the approved wﬁ,wff
classification and wmanagement plan to glve manmagement direction. s /;/
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2. Ko logging will be permitted. ' . a5
3. DNo grazing by transportation stoek will be pormitted. Food for stouk };ﬁ
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-within the area there are iwo patentod mining claims, a total of 108
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must be packed in. ¥Feeding will bae confined tu approved location away )
from cawps, txails, meadows, lakes and atyeans. Al

Season is short in the area. Often the tralls aren't open until mid-
July and may close in Septamber. Temperatures below freexing can be
expectad ¢very night of the year. S

acres; these are noear Green HMountalin.

An axea of approximately 4,000 acres is currently under considexation

for addition ¢o the sceniq area. %his includes Therriault Pass and
Stahl peaks. The area has spectacular clifis, talus slopes and )
Alpine Lakes.
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Problems

T
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‘Cveruse by horses - Horses have heavily grazed the meadows near more
populax lakes and campsites. Mangers were constructed near semo of
these spots last year and riders requested to carry their own feed,
Tha mangers will be moved each season or gooner if needed to prevent
trampling of spocific sites. A proposal under consideration is to
elininate overnight stays by horse recroationists. Before thig
proposal ig undertaken, fringe campgrounds with facillties for hoite

care (mangers, corrals, stc.) are plenned. A problem with horse use

that exists In many back countyy areas is also present here. Tach
horse thinks he can find a batter txail through a meadow than the one
before, thus we have "spider-webi” of trails disrupting beautiful -
fraglle mountain meadows.

Misuze by Pauple - In one verificd instance, motorizod vehioclog dige
rupted vegatation and fragile meadow in the Ten Lakes, near Parsdise

Lake. Here & motor bike waos widdan- through the wmeadow in the carly

season while still wet: Rute dovoloped which hardened later in the .
season. These ruts will be present foxr many years. The pack-in-pack- -
out policy has been ignored by ROGY users. Forest Service packers
have taken several doads of debrlz frxom the more popular areas.

Campfire remains are wide spread in these popular camplng aress.

Fire rings were built last year in. an attempt to concentrate the use
of fire., Thess will be moved mmd fire remains eradicated when necag-
gary. Shutters wera taken fronm the old epecial use cabin at Wolverine
Lake and used as rafts in the lake. This cabin is under life  tenure
to ah old timer in the Burcka area.

In the past, financing and porsomnel ceilings deterred usse of a back
country recreation guard. NHest policing was done by the Renger, firae
control officer nnd trail crews om service and work assigmients. A
proposal for a seasonal back country recreation guard is under congid-
eration. Also, staggered work wecks and compensation time may e used
by District personnel for compliance checks.

Winter Use on Districk - Snowmobiling is an ever growing recraational

- activity on the Districi. Logging roals axe used for the most part

and these are relatively safe., The District also hos a network of two
loop trails wiich have been signed. These tralls have a regiester and
handout map dispenser at thelr origin. They have boen plennad to give
the racreationist an enjoyable, safe and not~toe-difficult trip, The
"Ten Lakes Scenic Arxea" is ngt to be used by enowmobilers. This is
covered by the previously mantioned rcgulations, but alse the trip is
dangerous. Snowslides are wide spread, some trails are on steep sido=-
slopes and can not be distinguished, scrme bave steop grados - not teo
much trouble getting in, but getting out is different. In the scenle
&xea, the snowmobiler ia 30 ¢dd miles from the noarest plowed road - .
a long walk and eapecially long time 4f medical treatment iz required.




Lekes in this high countxy do not freveze solidly: Snow comes belore
hard freezing end acts as insulation, thus a coandition of relatively
thin ics with slush undexr 5 to & fest of snow developes. :

D. Tuiture Usme ~ The Ten Lakas Seenic Area, ab the present time, is not /
heing considered for addition to the Wilderness ﬁyst@mégy the Regicnal
Office,) Management of this fraglle badk country under Fegulation U-3a
givas us latitude to peemit or not perndt any use “"w--=in the discre-
tion of the officer making the classification. We can install inprove-
ments to direct usage {such as mangees, fire rings or even picnic
tables}. We ¢an also use chaln saws, rook drills, sto. to clear tralls
or build new ones. also, we can reguixe enly day-use by horses if
determined necessary. But most of all, we foar the wide publieity the
Ton Lakes area would receive ss_a mildcxn@sa. fhe aroa eaanot take
heavy usa by large groups. We are atLempting to &ncouraga back packing
as the priwmary use of the awrea.

- Be Conclusion - This avea is very small as compared to many of our exisg-
ing Wildernoss areas and panagement 23 a "Back country” area deos giva
a lot of protective advantages. A now sanagement plan ls belng gonm-
pleted to better protect the area and prepare it for future increased

- usa. A fow violatlons hava occurred from motor bilkeg and snowmobiles,
but the major problem is over use by horses and man in key aveas.

I hope thils lengthy epistle has glven vou sone insight to the Ten Lakts
Scenic Avea. If we can help you further on any questions concerning the.
District pleaze let uy know. The door is open at Murphy Lake Rangok
Btation.

If you would like a trip through the Ten Lékesd Avea this sumner let us
know. I'm sure we could both benefit. :

sincorely,

DEAN J. WERDEN
District Rangox

by arthur B. Briggs
T8% Foreatar



NOTICE

The Ten Lakes Scenic Area located within the Rexford and Fortine Ranger
Districts of the Kootenal National Forest was closed to public use of
motorized vehicles on August 26, 1966. This closure has been in effeet
since that time and will remain in effect until notice to the contrary
is posted. The closure is by authority of the Secretary of Agriculture,
Regulation U-6 (26 CFR 251.25) and is made in the interest of public
safety. 8igns are posted at the trail termini informing the public of
this closure. Violations of this closure are punishable by law.
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