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Local area fire update 

JOHN DAY, OR – Crews have made immense progress on the various fires surrounding the area on 
private, state and federal lands. 

As of late yesterday, numerous new wildfires were reported to the John Day Interagency Dispatch 
Center (JDIDC) as a result of recent lightning activity.  Fire managers anticipate more holdover fires 
to be detected throughout today and into the weekend. 

Initial attack resources have been successful in containing the majority of these new fires. All of the 
fires are staffed as needed, with the majority being less than one acre in size. Fire crews will monitor 
these fires and continue to watch for additional starts as more thunderstorms are expected on Sunday. 

The North half of the Malheur National Forest continued to be relatively active with smoke checks, 
single tree, and small fire reports. Crews have been responding and working tediously in keeping these 
minimal in size.  

Additionally, the north slope of the Aldrich Mountain Range had four fires reported yesterday afternoon in 
the former Thorn Fire area, one of which grew to an expected 11 acres. Five engines, one 20-person 
Grayback crew, and four rappellers responded and will return to the fire today. Another is located in steep 
terrain, heavy timber and snags. Crews are assessing access and how to proceed. The fire is estimated at 
three acres.  

The South half of the forest has remained relatively calm. The Burns Interagency Contact Center received three 
new fire reports, one of those being a single tree fire, located near Allison Guard Station that is now contained 
and controlled. The DC Fire was reported on the Emigrant Creek Ranger District yesterday afternoon, just south of 
King Mountain. This lightning caused fire is less than ½ acre. Ground and air support will remain on the fire as 
necessary.  

 “Crews have done great work on the ground,” stated Kevin Brock, Operations Sections Chief for the Harper Creek 
Complex, which contributed to the successful construction of dozer line 100% around the 
perimeter on all three fires in the complex. The fires remain on private lands at this time.  

The main Harper Creek Fire, located just south of Mount Vernon, estimated at 321 acres 
showed little activity yesterday. Crews are fully engaged and will focus their work on 
strengthening the south line where the fire is just ¼ of a mile from federal lands, in steep 
terrain with heavy fuels.  

The Hog Creek and Luce Creek Fires of the complex are now both in the mop-up stage. 
Resources will continue to be fully engaged to work towards containment of the fires.  

A local Type 3 Incident Management Team remains assigned to the complex. They will 
continue to monitor activity and assign resources as needed in ensure public and firefighter safety. 



NEWS RELEASE 
(continued) 

The Jones Canyon Fire, managed by Fossil Oregon Department of Forestry, located near Monument, grew 
approximately 100 acres to the south yesterday. The fire is now estimated to be 400 acres total in size. A 
reconnaissance observation flight is scheduled for this morning to assess the fire and terrain that crews are dealing 
with. Crews remain fully engaged. Current resources include 10 crews, six dozers, and a strike team of engines. They 
will also fight the fire heavily with air craft support today.  

Firefighter safety continues to be the number one concern as weather is expected to continue to be sunny, hot and 
dry with temperatures in the upper 90’s. 

The fire danger rating across the Malheur National Forest is currently at HIGH. Industrial Fire Precaution Level II and 
Phase A of Public Use Restrictions are in effect forest-wide. 

For more information on the Malheur National Forest, please visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/malheur, follow U.S. 
Forest Service- Malheur National Forest on Facebook, and follow @MalheurNF on Twitter for all the latest forest 
news. 

For additional forest information, contact 541-575-3000.  To report a fire, please contact the John Day Interagency 
Dispatch Center at 541-575-1321, or Burns Interagency Communication Center at 541-573-1000.  

Local dispatch information can be found at http://bicc-jdidc.org/index.shtml.  
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