





I. Purpose of Plan

A. Relationship to Forest Plan

The Nezperce Forest Multiple Use Plan is a coordinating document that
sets forth broad Forest policy applicable to all Ranger Districts. As
such, it sets the relationship of land management planning to resource
planning and describes land management planning boundaries.

The Gospel-Hump Plan is a land management plan that sets forth resource
allocations for a portion of the Nezperce Forest, and management direction
which is specific to that area.

B. Responsibility for Implementation

District Rangers will be responsible for jmplementing this plan as
written, or suggesting reasons for change. Portions of four Districts
(Red River, E1k City, Clearwater, and Salmon River) are included within
the plan boundaries. Each District Ranger has participated in the
planning process, and agrees with the direction the plan now sets.

C. Schedule for Revision

This plan will be revised whenever there is significant reason to do so,
or at least every 15 years as required by the National Forest Management
Act of 1976. Minor changes may be made annually, but any significant
change of outputs or services will follow requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, with reasons for change exposed to public
consideration through the filing of an environmental statement.
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II. Plan Guidance

A. Assumptions

This plan is based upon three assumptions. The first is that future
budget levels will be equal to or greater than current levels, the

second is that there will be no drastic change in technology during the
planning period, and the third is that personnel ceilings will be adequate
to cover planned needs.

No drastic change in technology is expected, as stated above, but a
change is assumed in the implementation of presently proven but unused
technology. This plan calls for the latest techniques in both timber
harvest and road construction. These techniques (helicopter logging and
complete stabilization of road prisms) are known, but untried by local
operators. In this sense, a significant assumption has been made that
operators will be able and willing to apply these techniques -- otherwise,
planned yields will be lowered.

B. Goals

Goals for the planning unit coincide with goals set for the wilderness
evaluation of the entire area, except that the wilderness study goal,
having been satisfied, is dropped. The goal development process is
described on page 35. The goals are listed below, but not in any order
based on priority:

1. Manage all resources in a manner that will contribute to the
Tong term stabilization of the local economy.

2. Emphasize habitat improvement for wildlife.

3. Maintain or improve the aquatic habitat for all anadromous
fish.

4. Intensify management on the most productive forest land to
improve quality and quantity of commercially valuable timber.

5. Sustain recreational opportunities for off-road vehicle users.

C. Objectives

Definite objectives have been set for obtaining goals. Again, the
Tisting is not prioritized.

1. Describe the progression and extent of development for lands
not recommended for wilderness study.
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2 Describe natural hazards in the planning unit, locate them, and
develop mitigation measures.

3. Develop sustained yields for wood, water, range, wildlife,
fish, and recreation.

4, Identify the products, costs, and effects associated with
sustained yields.

5. Describe the harvest systems that are to be employed on the
planning unit.

6. Isolate the economic effects of the plan.

7. Allow for continued mineral exploration, and extractions where
commercially valuable deposits are found.

D. Policies

1. A1l projects that are implemented within the planning area must
follow planning direction or develop reasoning as to exceptions.

2. Projects proposed within the planning area must be preceded by
environmental analysis and resource inventory pertinent to the
project level. The environmental analysis will determine if signifi-
cant departure from the planning direction is necessary, and if so,
it shall require the subsequent preparation and filing of an environ-
mental statement prior to project implementation.

3. Projects will be inspected and monitored to assure that imple-

mentation follows plan direction, and to ascertain departures from
predicted results.
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I11. Management Direction & Standards

A. Management Units

A1l management units correspond with the analysis units used in the
alternative selection process. These units were delineated

by our Peripheral Team to describe areas where land capability and
response is relatively homogenous.

The following map delineates all management units in the Gospel-Hump
Planning Unit. '
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B. General Standards for A1l Management Units

1. Transportation System

a. Road construction will have as a controlling parameter the
objective of keeping sediment from entering stream courses. Jute matting,
prompt revegetation, surfacing and special drainage are a few of many
practices that will help to obtain this objective.

b. Road stabilization measures shall be predicated on season
of use and erosion potential.

c. Roads will be designed for minimum widths and clearings in
keeping with safe use. Traffic control through gates and radios will be
preferred over double lane or intervisible turnout standards. Haul eco-
nomics will generally not be a criteria in road design.

d. Drainage and erosion control devices must be provided in
new roads by October 15, annually, and not left as a finishing step.

e. During road location, hydrologists or fisheries biologists,
geologists, soil scientists, and engineers will be employed, together
with the latest technology, to avoid potential slump areas.

£. A1l temporary roads will have drainage dips built into
them at the time of construction.

g. A1l newly constructed roads will be seeded to grass/legume
mixtures prior to the final winter freeze-up, so as to have seeding in
place before the first spring runoff after construction.

h. Road location and construction will be conducted to minimize
impacts on big game migration routes, calving areas and other important
habitat features as identified by a big game biologist.

i. Facilities for controlling road use will be installed on
all land access roads.

j. Temporary roads will be closed immediately after harvest
operations unless slash disposal or silvicultural activities demand
access and, in this case, closed immediately after regeneration is
obtained.

k. Special erosion control practices such as jute matting,

surfacing and bin walling, will be employed when crossing live streams,
and within areas having high sediment delivery rates.
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1. Rock pits will be designed and rehabilitation plans prepared
by a Tandscape architect prior to letting road contracts either through
timber sales or direct construction.

m. No more than 9.3 miles of road will be built annually
until monitoring confirms that sediment increases are within tolerable
levels (see III, B, 3).

n. A fisheries biologist will review all perennial stream
crossings and advise as to the structural needs, location and timing of
the crossing as it pertains to fisheries needs.

0. Existing structures that are not suitable for fish passage
will be corrected if there is significant spawning area available upstream.

2. Wildlife Management

a. Key habitat features, such as meadows, fens, and bogs
will be identified prior to project implementation, and provision will
be made for protection.

b. Elk calving areas will be protected from disturbance from
May 1 to June 30, annually, and managed to maintain a good mix of cover
and forage.

c. Except for constructed crossings, streams will be Teft in
natural condition for at least 100 ft. to either side. (Salvage operations
would be an exception to this general rule, but even then machinery
would not be allowed within the corridor). '

d. The Elk-Logging Coordination Guidelines for Northern ldaho
will be followed in the silviculture layout of timber sales, and sale
design will consider the advice of a wildlife biologist.

: e. Annual recommendations for the bag 1imits and the season
lengths will be made to the Idaho Dept. of Fish & Game, based upon
changes in habitat and access.

f. Even-age silviculture will not be prescribed adjacent to
existing clearcuts until regeneration in the clearcuts is adequate to
conceal a deer or elk at 200 ft.

g. Management activities of all kinds will be curtailed on
big game winter ranges between December 1 and March 30, annually.

h. Domestic grazing will not be increased on winter game

ranges, and existing grazing should be regulated to protect forage
needed for wintering game herds.
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i. Snags and cull trees will be left in all harvest operations
in sufficient numbers to provide for the needs of woodpeckers and/or
other cavity nesting birds or cavity-dependent wildlife.

3. Watershed

a. The following streams will have base monitoring for stream
stage and discharge, total alkalinity, total hardness, specific conductance,
pH, turbidity, total filterable solids, bedload sediment, air and water
temperature, stream channel stability, fisheries habitat condition,
and percent of fines in spawning gravels:

Crooked River

Tenmile Creek (will require addendum to Rainy Day Plan)
Twentym.i]e Creek 1] 11 11} 1] 1] 1] [1]
Johns Creek

Mill Creek " " " " Mill Creek Plan
Little Slate ! " " " Little Slate Plan
Wind River " " " " Kelly-Bullion Plan

b. In the same streams listed in 'a' above, stream channel
cross sections will be measured annually to determine changes in stream
channel geometry and sediment deposits, and samples for complete water
chemistry will be taken and analyzed at least six times a water year.

c. Land disturbing activities will be monitored as near the
site as feasible for the direct effects of erosion, sedimentation, and
changes in water chemistry or stream environments. Environmental analysis
reports will include a watershed monitoring plan with pre-, on-going,
and post-activity requirements.

d. A1l contracts dealing with land disturbing activities will
contain clauses requiring cessation of operations (except for corrective
measures) whenever total sediment as measured at the mouths of the base
monitoring stations reach 150%* of normal.

e. In streams containing 150 square yards and above of spawning
gravels, 18%* fines as measured in the spawning gravels will be cause
for cessation of activities (fines in spawning gravels will control in
case of disparity).

* The point up to which survival of alevins at least to a 75% level is -
assured. Fines are particles less than 6.33 mm.

4, Timber Harvest

a. Clearcuts will not exceed 40 acres in size, unless natural
disasters make such harvest unavoidable.
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b. Logging systems creating the Jeast soil disturbance will be -
emphasized to assist in meeting sediment constraints.

c. The needs of big game shall be a design consideration of
all timber harvest operations. Migration routes, calving areas, resting
areas, wallows, water, cover needs, and feeding areas will be inventoried
and provided for as a normal part of sale preparation. Big game biologists
will be consulted.

d. Visual inventories and landscape analysis shall be a
normal consideration in all environmental analysis reports.

, e. Silvicultural prescriptions shall provide for a diversity
of tree species to the extent this is possible.

£.  Fire resistant species will be favored on big game winter
ranges so that vegetative manipulation of forage shrubs and trees is
more compatible. (This should often coincide with high risk wildfire
areas also.)

g. Ponderosa pine series and Douglas fir-ninebark habitats
will not be clearcut, unless it is for the purpose of creating game
range.

h.  Silviculturists will provide for soil protection in all
cases, and shall consult soils inventories and/or the soil scientist as
to unique characteristics needing special protection. emphasized to
assist in meeting sediment constraints.

5. Soils

_ oo Dozer skidding, dozer piling and/or other heavy equipment
which might compact soils shall not operate when soil moisture is at
or near field capacity (-0.1 to -0.5 bars as measured with a quick
response soil tensionmeter).

) b. Dozer piling on all soils which include ash caps or windblown
depos1ts should not be contemplated unless reviewed and recommended by a
soil scientist.
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6. Dispersed Recreation

a. All proposed road construction activities will be analyzed
for the probable needs of hunters, campers, fishermen, snowmobilers, and
other recreational needs that might be dominant.

b. All proposed additions to the transportation system will
be analyzed for adaptation to various motorized recreation such as motor-
bikes and snowmobiles.

c. New roads may be constructed, and old roads may be closed,
but at least the present mileage of roads open to four-wheel drive use
and snowmobile use must be maintained.

d. Visual resources and Tandscape management will be considered

in environmental analyses for all activities.

7. Wilderness Study Area

a. The wilderness study must be completed as soon as funding
will allow, and no later than January 1, 1987. Recommendations must
wait upon the surveys of mineral potential by the U.S. Bureau of Mines
and the U.S. Geologic Survey.

b. Until final wilderness recommendations are acted upon by
Congress, this area will be managed to maintain present wilderness
qualities.

c. Present uses may continue as long as such uses do not
preempt eventual wilderness classification decisions in any way, e.g.,
snowmobiles, motorbikes, and airplane use may continue.

d. A Fire Management Plan for the Salmon River Breaks shall
be an integral part of the wilderness study, with special consideration
given to the effects of natural fire on game ranges.

8. Annual Work Planning - A1l projects proposed within this unit
will be tested against policies and standards prior to submission.
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C. Allocations for Total Unit

1. Outputs

- The analysis and selection process has delineated the activities that
can take place within the constraints imposed. The wilderness study
allocation is specific as to the area that is to be considered, as are
the developmental activities in total.

Within the area allocated for development, the various activities are
constrained as to where and how they can take place, both in the general
direction and standards mentioned above, and in the specific direction
and standards that follow. This still leaves choice as to timing and
some latitude in the placement of activities that will be settled by
project environmental analysis reports -- provided that the ratios of
activities comply with the allocations made below. These acreage allot-
ments and associated outputs can be varied only inasmuch that management
direction is followed, especially when dealing with sediment control.
Volume outputs for timber can increase if the harvest can take place
from the selected transportation system, and remain within sediment
constraints and potential yields of the areas involved.

The selected allocations for the Gospel-Hump Planning Unit are:

Total Sediment Annual Production - 14,658 cubic yards.
Annual Water Yield - 667,164 acre feet
Deer-E1k Winter Range - 8,772,800 1bs.forage annually
Deer-Elk Summer Range - 42,475,000 1bs.forage annually
Moose Summer Range - 375,000 1bs.forage annually
Domestic Grazing - 2852 animal unit months annually
Timber - 6.7 million board feet annually
Aerial Logging - 8,725 total acres for planning period
Skyline Logging - 4,508 acres for planning period
Conventional Logging - 17,217acres for planning period
Annual Road Construction - 9.3 miles
Total Road (constructed & existing)
During Planning Period - 293 miles

Existing Trails - 382 total miles
Wilderness Study - 187,000 acres*
Dispersed Recreation - 25,757 visitor days annually
Developed Recreation - 372 visitor days annually
Pileated Woodpecker Habitat - 47,669 acres
Marten Habitat - 26,271 acres

*(19,000 acres are within adjoining land management units.)
2. Transportation Plan

The selected transportation plan includes existing roads, stays within
the total mileage limitations described above, and is located to balance
environmental impacts and costs at the lowest possible point.
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a. Tram System - A key feature of the transportation system
is not readily apparent from the map. Roading of the Blue Ridge area is
planned to cut down costs, reduce impacts on wildlife and watershed, and
remove commodity products.

This will be done by building a Tow standard road upon which traffic can
be essentially limited to that needed for the removal of timber.

The final Tocation of roads will be settled by the additional planning
required by the Endangered Wilderness Act. Presently, it appears that
the Sourdough Road will be accessed via the Rainy Day Planning Unit to
the west of Ten-Mile Creek. From there, the Sourdough Road will be
s1ightly improved to the point that road building and timber harvest
equipment can enter the Blue Ridge country. Roads built on Blue Ridge
will service a tram that will be constructed above the South Fork of
the Clearwater River. Logs will be transported to the South Fork High-
way via the tram. The Blue Ridge road system use will be regulated to
assure safety and resource compatibility.

The advantages are: (1) the road system can be totally protected from
use during wet periods, (2) it can be built to minimum standards because
use will be regulated, (3) this will reduce sediment production and cut
road building costs, (4) hauling distance will be decreased, saving on
future fuel uses, and (5) since entry will be possible only from Sourdough,
and controlled there by gating, it will be possible to offer maximum pro-
tection to wildlife and avoid disturbance except as deemed acceptable.
Sales can be Timited to periods and places where wildlife conflicts are
minimal.

b. Transportation Plan Map - (Please note the following map
does not show all proposed roads outside but adjacent to the Gospel-
Hump Plan.)
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D. Management Direction and Standards Specific to Management Units

The Introduction explains the significance of the Endangered Wilderness
Act. The following management unit direction stands as described
herein: 25A, 25B, 25C, 26A, 26B, 26C, 27, and 28. (The remaining
direction may be modified by the requirements of the Endangered
Wilderness Act.)
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“1. Management Unit 1

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Logging or road construction will not be permitted during
the period January 1 to March 30, annually.

b. A big game winter range rehabilitation plan will be
prepared by 1980. Vegetative manipulation of mature timber will be
considered only by coordination with aerial timber harvest.

c. Road construction is prohibited unless needed for tram
access to the South Fork of the Clearwater.

d. Land management activities will meet partial retention
visual quality standards (see Chapt. 2, Vol.2, N.F. Landscape Mgmt.
Hdbk.#462.)

e. Moose winter ranges will be managed to maintain at least
60% of the range in a closed canopy.

2. Management Unit 4b

Prescriptions & Standards

a. 01ld mining structures will be protected until considered
for their historical significance.

b. No projects will be implemented, unless analysis shows
that no damage will result to the anadromous fishery.

c. Riparian areas will be studied to determine if the moose
range can be improved.

d. Project planning should be alert to winter moose range and
restrict activities on moose range from January 1 through March 30,
apnuaily.

3. Management Unit 9

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Soils within this unit have inclusions of volcanic ash.
Care must be taken in all activities not to displace this productive
resource.
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b. Timber harvest proposed within this unit will be Tocated
and designed to also benefit big game.

c. Vehicular access to the Blue Ridge area will be through
this unit. The access road will be gated as close to Sourdough Lookout
as possible while still using the best terrain features.

d. Soft snags should be Teft wherever possible, as this 1is
pileated woodpecker habitat.

4, Management Unit 10

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Road building is not allowed within this unit.

b. Aerial harvest should not take place from December through
March 30, annually.

c. Wildlife habitat surveys will be completed and a game
range rehabilitation plan will be drawn up by January 1980.

d. Cutting should be Tocated and designed to prevent snow
accumulation and facilitate early snow melting.

e. A water quality monitoring station will be operated at the
mouth of Johns Creek.

5. Management Unit 11

Prescriptions & Standards

a. The private property (Gilmore Ranch) in this unit provides
late winter and spring range for deer and elk. It is an objective of
this plan to acquire this property through exchange or purchase should
it become available on a willing seller basis.

b. A wildlife management plan should be completed with the
objective of how best to coordinate timber harvest with big game needs.
This plan must be completed prior to sale plans.

c. Timber harvest should be excluded during the January 1-
March 30 period, annually, on the winter game range portion of this
unit.

d. Volcanic ash is spotty within this unit, and soils without
the ash dry quickly. Thus, clearcutting should not be an option except
where ash occurs, and prescribed burning should be the slash disposal
and site preparation method used with clearcutting.
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e. Implementation of silvicultural prescriptions or any
activity dealing with soil disturbance and vegetative growth should
proceed with caution as this management unit possesses more variation in
soils and drainage than other units.

6. Management Unit 15

Prescriptions & Standards

ad. This unit and the unit adjacent to the east extend into
the wilderness study area, and thus activities programmed in this unit
shall carefully consider the effect of the adjacent wilderness study
plan.

b. The Tower slopes of this unit shall be investigated for
possible conversion to winter game range.

7. Management Unit 17

Prescriptions & Standards

a. This unit shall be managed so that activities programmed
consider the adjacent wilderness study area.

b. Seed tree cutting and clearcutting is not an option.

c. Sourdough Peak and vicinity shall be evaluated for a
seasonal campground, and potential wilderness portal or wilderness guard
headquarters by Fiscal Year 1982.

d. Silvicultural prescriptions must consider the erosive
nature and productivity of volcanic ash which is generally present in
the soil surface.

8. Management Unit 21

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Road Tayout within this unit should consider the access
needs of existing mines.

b. Volcanic ash is generally present in the soil surface and
soil disturbing programs should be cognizant of this fact.

C. Searches for mining claims are a prerequisite to all land
disturbing activities.




9. Management Unit 22

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Management accent in this unit should be to preserve the
status quo.

b. The old road from Orogrande Summit to the ridge at the
head of Williams Creek should be reconstructed to eliminate sediment
flow.

c. Crossroads between the Wildhorse Lake Road and the old
ridge road should be closed and rehabilitated by 1980.

10. Management Unit 23

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Searches for mining claims are a prerequisite for all land
disturbing activities.

b. Final on-the-ground locations for log haul roads should
consider access needs of potential mines, if any.

c. Broadcast burning will be the preferred method of slash
disposal and/or site preparation. Soils contain volcanic ash in the
surface layer. Prescriptions requiring dozer piling shall be checked
with the Forest Soil Scientist.

11. Management Unit 24

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Moose winter range will be managed to maintain closed
canopies over at least 60% of the unit.

b. Roading within this unit should be avoided unless necessary
for connections to adjacent units.

c. A1l activities should be preceded by a diligent, on-the-
ground search for mining claims, so that the needs of the claimants can
be coordinated.

12. Management Unit 25A

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Dozer piling shall be avoided to protect the volcanic ash.
Prescriptions to the contrary should be approved by the Forest Soil
Scientist.
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b. Transportation systems must not cross Unit 27,
which is the area allocated to undeveloped uses in the Red River
Planning Unit.

13. Management Unit 25b

a. Broadcast burning shall be the preferred site preparation
method (soil compaction could be a problem).

b. Transportation systems should be designed so that snow-
mobile use is a winter option.

c. Develop a snowmobile trail plan by 1980 -- consider access
from Orogrande and Red River in developing the plan.

d. A1l activities that would change the visual quality shall
be designed to “partial retention" standards as explained in Vol. 2,
N.F. Landscape Mgmt. Hdbk.#462.

e. Unclaimed decadent mine structures shall be protected until
given consideration for their historical significance.

14. Management Unit 25C

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Moose Meadows Creek shall be studied for addition to the
Research Natural Area system. The study should be completed and recom-
mendations made by January 1, 1979.

b. Big Creek should be analyzed for use as a hatching channel
and rearing area for steelhead and salmon. (Fish could not return, but
the habitat for rearing and hatching appears to be excellent.)

c. The domestic grazing in Big Creek Meadows will be maintained
and adjacent activities must be coordinated.

d. The snowmobile trail plan recommended in Unit 25B will
also have to be considered in this unit.

e. A1l activities that would change the visual quality shall

be designed to "partial retention" standards as explained in Vol.2,
N.F. Landscape Mgmt. Hdbk.#462.
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15. Management Units 26A and B

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Prescribed burns are recommended for site preparation and
slash disposal. Dozer piling plans require prior review and recommenda-
tions from the Forest Soil Scientist.

b. A water quality monitoring station will be maintained at
the mouth of Crooked River.

c. The Crooked River bottom will be studied from the stand-
point of how best to rehabilitate the past dredging spoils. The study
will have as its objective (1) to recommend whether or not rehabilita-
tion should be attempted, and (2) if so, where, and in what manner.

d. The anadromous fish habitat must be maintained to at least
present quality.

e. 01d mining structures will be protected until the historical
significance is decided.

16. Management Unit 28

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Prescribed burning will be the preferred method of slash
disposal and site preparation. Methods requiring disruption of the soil
surface must be coordinated with the recommendations of the Forest Soil
Scientist.

b. A1l activities that would change the visual quality shall
be designed to "partial retention" standards as explained in Vol. 2,
N.F. Landscape Mgmt. Hdbk.#462.

17. Management Units 30, 31, 32, 34 & 36B, outside of the wilderness
study area.

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Status quo management shall be featured for these units
with the exception of "d" below.

b. A dispersed recreation plan shall be developed concur-
rently with the wilderness study that deals with wilderness portals,
motorized recreation, and the historical attractions of old mines.

c. Present access shall be maintained.

d. Trails and roads within these units should be stabilized
and improved as quickly as appropriations allow.
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e. A sign plan shall be developed concurrently with the
wilderness study to warn users of the wilderness boundaries and abrupt
use changes (if any), and to provide direction to prominent features.

18. Management Unit 43, outside the wilderness study boundary.

Prescriptions & Standards

a. No permanent roads will be built beyond the divide between
Crooked Creek and Jersey Creek, or on the west side of the divide
between Big Creek and Crooked Creek. Aerial logging will be permitted
throughout.

19. Management Unit 44, outside the wilderness study boundary.

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Management of this area will give the needs of bighorn
sheep prior consideration.

b. A bighorn sheep habitat management plan shall be developed
in conjunction with the Idaho Fish & Game Department by January 1, 1980.

c. Aerial logging will be allowed to the extent that it can
operate from existing roads. Construction of landings will be allowed.

d. Fuels management and preattack fire control plans must be
coordinated with wildlife and recreational demands.

20. Management Unit 29, outside the wilderness boundary.

Prescriptions & Standards

a. Searches for mining claims are a prerequisite for all
Tand disturbing activities.

b. Road locations shall consider access needs of potential
mines.

c. A1l activities that would change the visual quality shall
be designed to "partial retention” standards as explained in Vol. 2,
N.F. Landscape Mgmt. Hdbk.#462.

d. Unclaimed decadent mine structures shall be protected
until given consideration for their historical significance.
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PART THREE - RESPONSES TO THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT

The Nezperce National Forest thanks all who took the time to read
and critique the Draft Environmental Statement. Following are
responses from individuals and agencies, with our replies keyed
to the numbered sections and printed across from each response.
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