TUOLUMNE-MARIPOSA COUNTIES RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TITLE II PROJECT PROPOSALS

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: JULY 31, 2015
The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act (PL 106-393) was originally signed into law on October 20, 2000 for a period of 6 years.  2007 legislation extended it for an additional year.  New, 4-year legislation was passed in 2008 (PL110-343, H.R. 2424 - Sec. 601). The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 was reauthorized for federal fiscal year 2012 as part of Public Law 112-141.  The Omnibus Budget Act of 2013 further extended funding. The Secure Rural Schools Act (SRS Act) was reauthorized by section 524 of P.L.114-10 and signed into law by the President on April 16, 2015. The Act’s purpose is to stabilize payments to Counties for roads & schools, fund projects that enhance forest ecosystem health, provide employment opportunities, and improve cooperation between the Forest Service and those who care about and use Forest Service lands.  About 85% of the appropriated money tied to the legislation covers Title I – Roads and Schools.  Title II requires establishment of a 15-member Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) in each county which desires to fund a variety of forest-improvement or maintenance projects on Forest Service and adjacent private lands. Under the 2008 legislation, Tuolumne and Mariposa Counties formed a joint RAC to allocate the approximate 8% of Federal funds for Title II. The remaining 7% of funds go for specific uses administered by Counties as outlined in Title III of the Act.
The Tuolumne-Mariposa Counties RAC consists of community representatives from a variety of commodity, user group, environmental interests, and elected officials as outlined in the legislation.  The committee solicits, reviews, and recommends projects to the Board of Supervisors of both Tuolumne and Mariposa Counties and the Forest Supervisor of the Stanislaus National Forest for funding.  To meet the intent of the legislation, project proposals must meet one or more of the following purposes:

a) Road, trail, infrastructure maintenance
     e) Creates employment opportunities

b) Soil productivity improvement

     f) Reestablishment of native species 

c) Improvements in forest ecosystem
     
     g) Control of noxious & exotic weeds

d) Watershed restoration & maintenance
     h) Restoration, maintenance &

 





         improvement of wildlife & fish habitat

If you are interested in submitting a project proposal for RAC funding consideration, please complete Attachment #1, Title II Project Proposal Form, and submit it electronically (preferred) to bethmartinez@fs.fed.us   (Hard copy may be mailed to Beth Martinez, 19777 Greenley Road, Sonora, CA  95370). Project proponents will be invited to attend a RAC meeting on Monday, Aug. 31st between noon and 3 pm for a short question/answer session.  (Project proponents will be contacted regarding a time block for their presentation.)  Attachment #2 provides a list of questions regarding the type of information you may want to be prepared to provide.  Examples of the types of projects funded to date and the names of the current RAC members/Forest Service Representatives are also included. 

If your project proposal is approved for funding, you will be required to complete a RAC long form available on the website link provided on page 4 (the long form requires additional project information, implementation plans, and monitoring information to ensure that your project was completed as funded).  The deadline for satisfactory completion of the Long Form will likely be mid-November. Actual project funding will not be available until late fall 2015 at the earliest and only following completion of the long form, along with other necessary paperwork (grants, collection agreements, cooperative agreements, etc.). During project implementation, you will be required to provide periodic updates to RAC regarding the progress of your project.  Upon completion of the project, a final presentation/report will be required.  This may be a written report, a presentation at a RAC meeting, or a field trip to the project site.  

Thank you for your interest in forest health and natural resource management. 
ATTACHMENT #1

TUOLUMNE-MARIPOSA COUNTIES RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TITLE II PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM

(PLEASE TRY TO LIMIT SUBMISSION TO ONE PAGE PER PROJECT!

1. Project Name:

2. Project Proponent:

3. Project Contact (include phone no. & e-mail using address):

4. Project Location (provide specifics such as Forest Service unit or physical location):
5. Project Description/Purpose (provide a brief narrative description and underline/boldface/change font of the purpose statements that apply):  a) Road, trail, infrastructure maintenance;  b) Soil productivity improvement;  c) Improvements in forest ecosystem;  d) Watershed restoration & maintenance; e) Creates employment opportunities; f) Reestablishment of native species;  g) Control of noxious & exotic weeds; h) Restoration, maintenance & improvement of wildlife & fish habitat

6. Project Timeline (implementation date/completion date):

7. Estimated Total Project Cost (please provide a breakdown of wages/salary, equipment, mileage, materials, supplies, contracts, and overhead).  Have Project Partners been identified?  (RAC strongly encourages the leveraging of funds.  Please include matching funds or contributions of labor/time/materials/equipment, etc., from the Forest Service and all other Partners).  Depending on the instrument used to implement the project (e.g., grant, agreement, contract), the proponent may need to provide a match of up to 20% of the value of the entire project). 
8. Can regular Forest Service appropriations fund the project?

9. Is NEPA/CEQA complete?  If so, who completed it and what did it cost?  If not, who will complete it and can it be a quick Decision Memo?

10a). Have you contacted/met with the Line Officer (District Ranger) to discuss the project?  Yes/No (Circle or underline One). (RAC policy requires that you contact the Line Officer prior to submitting a project). 10b). Is he/she supportive of the project?  Yes/No (Circle or underline One).     If no, why not?  

ATTACHMENT #2

TUOLUMNE-MARIPOSA COUNTIES RAC

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR PROJECT PROPONENTS

RAC Project Proposal Presentation 

As a RAC project proponent, it is likely that you will be invited to a RAC meeting to provide additional information and to answer any questions RAC members may have about your proposal.  Please be prepared to answer the following: 

1. Expand on the purpose of the project.  Specifically, how does the project meet the intent of the legislation?  Which of the eight purpose statements (refer to page one) does the project meet?

2. Provide as much detail as possible to explain/justify your project cost estimates.  Are there start up costs?  If so, provide an estimate of the startup costs.  Discuss leveraging opportunities – i.e., how can you stretch RAC dollars with donated in-kind services, labor or real dollars?

3. Have you considered the most cost effective method to accomplish the project?  For example, if your project is a fuels reduction project, will it be by hand or mechanical means?  Will it be done through a contract or with Forest personnel?  Did the NEPA/CEQA completed for the project limit the methods to be used to accomplish the project?

4. Be prepared to provide realistic timelines for project implementation and completion.  How will you monitor and report out on the progress of the project?  

Examples of the types of projects funded by RAC to date
Fuelbreak Maintenance and Fuels Reduction Projects

Lair of the Bear Fire Safety Demo.

Dumpsite Clean Up

Vault Toilets/Staging Area Development

OHV Trail Improvements

Jawbone Station Rehabilitation (Historic Site)

Road Maintenance for Fire Access

Sudden Oak Death Training/Surveys

Fuels reduction

Canada Thistle Control (Noxious weed abatement)

RAC Membership

Vacant


Jerry Jensen

Lyle Turpin



Ginger Armstrong

Ken Kolp


Don Wilson


Gary Balmain

  
Frank Oyung


Vacant

Sherri Brennan 

Jim Phelan


Vacant

Gil Fryer


Vicki Stone


Vacant 

Bob Hackamack

Joe Silva


Vacant
Forest Service Representatives

Ann Denton, Designated Federal Official – Supervisor’s Office
Beth Martinez – Supervisor’s Office

Teresa McClung – Calaveras Ranger District

Fred Wong - Mi-Wok Ranger District

Molly Fuller – Summit Ranger District

Jim Junette – Groveland Ranger District

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/pts/specialprojects/racweb
