
Audio Tour, Stop 1, Groveland Ranger Station 

Welcome to the Groveland Ranger District on the Stanislaus National Forest!  We are glad you 
have chosen to recreate on these public lands.  One of our friendly Forest Service staff can help 
you plan your visit so you can maximize your recreational opportunities.  The Stanislaus is an 
area rich in woods, streams, towering trees, geologic sites of interest, vast vistas and much more. 
Our staff can even help you plan a backcountry trip into one of our three magnificent wilderness 
areas.   

The Emigrant Wilderness has 185 miles of developed trails.  Sub-alpine meadows and glacial 
lakes can be seen along these walkways.  The 161,000 acre Carson-Iceberg Wilderness has 
waterfalls and peaks that soar over 10,000 feet.  The Mokelumne Wilderness straddles the crest 
of the Central Sierra Nevada and is a rugged landscape dominated by volcanic ridges and peaks 
and the beautiful Mokelumne River canyon.  

Our mission is to care for the land and serve the people so logically that brings natural resources 
into focus on our forest.  We use a sustainable, multiple-use management concept that allows us 
to meet the diverse needs of people.  That means we have to mindfully manage a variety of uses 
on our landscape such as grazing, recreation, and timber. 

Though natural resources are always on our mind, in August of 2013, a large-scale wildland fire 
known as the Rim Fire, brought Groveland natural resources into sharp view.  The fire has a very 
compelling story and we want to share it with you.  I hope you enjoy the rest of your audio tour 
and your visit to the forest. 

I’m Dusty Vaughn, the Recreation Specialist on the Groveland Ranger District and I was here 
when the Rim Fire happened.  When I look back at the Ranger Station all I can picture is an 
enormous cumulous cloud hanging ominously right behind where you stand.  I was lucky enough 
to snap an iconic picture of this cloud right before I had to flee the area.  I was one of many 
people forced to run from the Rim Fire shortly after it started. 

Approximately 5,000 residents evacuated their homes as the fire approached.  Air tankers 
painted the hillsides red with retardant while firefighters from across the country tried to stop 
what would become the largest wildfire to ever burn in the Sierra Nevada range, in recorded 
history.  By the time the fire was contained in late October, 257, 314 acres had been consumed.  
Fifty-five percent of the Groveland Ranger District had burned and 11 homes were destroyed 
along with 98 outbuildings and 3 commercial properties. 

This was not the first time fire has visited the Groveland area.  In 1987, the Stanislaus Complex 
Fire burned 146,000 acres near Highway 120.  The Little Golden Forest Trail and surrounding 
forest came about as a result of that fire.  Children donated money to buy trees used in 
reforesting a small portion of the area burned by the 1987 fire.  By working in conjunction with 
Little Golden Childrens’ Books and the Arbor Day Foundation, a new forest arose from the 
ashes.   

Share the vision these children had by walking the trail which begins just east of the Groveland 
Ranger District office.  An interpretive flyer is available from our visitor center and you can also 
obtain directions from there.  The walk itself highlights a young forest dominated by Ponderosa 
Pines, Black Oaks, and Incense Cedars that are growing up in the shade of the taller trees.  The 



sharp tang of Mountain Misery, a common Sierran plant, scents the air and the dappled sunlight 
provided by the tree cover helps to keep this forested haven a bit cooler during hot summer 
months. 

  


