
Audio Tour, Stop 7, Mather Meadow 

Protecting lives and property becomes our number one mission when fires approach the wildland 
urban interface.  With intense, fast-paced fires direct attack is not always possible.  That’s when 
strike teams of engines and aircraft come into play.   

Aircraft drop water and retardant strategically on hillsides to slow the approach of an oncoming 
fire.  This can buy ground forces valuable time to cut fireline in well positioned areas away from 
the flaming front.  It also allows engines to pre-position themselves near homes.  If time permits, 
engine crew members can help to remove excess fuel from around a home before the fire hits.  
Naturally, it is far better if home owners do this type of annual clearance themselves each year 
before fire season arrives. 

We also establish and use pre-existing helibases on fires.  A helibase is a place where helicopters 
can refuel and take on passengers and supplies headed for the backcountry, to support fire 
operations. 

Day after day, we used multiple aircraft on the Rim Fire.  If it wasn’t for the air show tying in 
with the ground crews who were cutting line, things may not have turned out so well for 
Tuolumne City or Pine Mt. Lake.  

As you look across this landscape, remember that Mather Meadow, like other meadows,  serves 
as focal points for wildlife and humans.  John Muir wandered the woods and meadows of the 
Sierras long ago, admiring such plants as Corn Lilies, sedges and moonwarts.   Today we have 
learned to appreciate the solace a meadow offers.  Aside from their quiet beauty, meadows 
provide habitat for a multitude of species.   

When you look upon Mather Meadow, it’s not hard to imagine a great gray owl swooping into 
the open to silently pluck a vole with outstretched talons.  Black bears turn over meadow logs 
looking for ants while deer nibble the grasses and brush.  Coyote music can be heard echoing 
across meadow flatlands and between walls of lava stone.  Walk close to the waterway of a 
meadow and you may hear the plop of a basking frog as it jumps from the bank into the water. 

When meadows are endangered the repercussions affect us all.  That’s why the Forest Service is 
committed to ecologically restoring meadows both inside the perimeter of the fire as well as 
elsewhere on the Forest.   

John Muir once said, “When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to 
everything else in the Universe.”  The story of meadows and water is no exception.  This story 
winds its way through Forest, sedge and Corn Lily.  It touches the life of the bear and hawk and 
travels many mountainous miles to our very own drinking tap.   

  


