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Release No.: FY151955 

Kinzua Beach Swim Area Closed 

Warren, Pa. (July 16, 2015) – The Allegheny National Forest has announced that Kinzua 
Beach swim area is closed due to E. coli in the water. However, visitors may still use the 
picnic area. Kiasutha, Loleta and Twin Lakes are all open.  

E. coli is a bacterium that comes from human or animal wastes (such as Canada Geese). It 
also frequently occurs after periods of heavy rain when swimming areas are more likely to be 
flooded by runoff. Closing any of the Allegheny National Forest’s four beaches is a rare 
occurrence, but the area has received a lot of rain this summer.  

The swim water on the Allegheny National Forest’s four beaches are tested weekly by a 
certified lab during the summer. Kinzua Beach will reopen when the test results are within 
normal limits. 

For additional information about E. coli and other recreation water illnesses, please go to the 
Center for Disease Control’s website: http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/rwi-
what.html 

### 

The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with a mission of sustaining the 
health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future 
generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region has 17 national forests and one national tallgrass prairie 
located throughout 20 Midwestern and Eastern states. We’re spread from Maine to Minnesota and from 
Maryland to Missouri. For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/R9. 

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private 
landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. The public lands that the 
Forest Service manages, contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending 
alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion 
per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million 
forested acres within the U.S. and includes 100 million acres that are urban forests where most Americans live. 
For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 


