
2015 Mineral Withdrawal Proposal 

On February 3, 2015, the “Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2015” was 
introduced.  Senators Wyden and Merkley introduced S. 346 and Representatives DeFazio and Huffman 
introduced H.R. 682.  The legislation proposed to withdraw from the mining laws of the United States 
areas of National Forest System and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land with exceptionally high 
conservation values.   
 
On February 4th, 2015, the U.S. Forest Service Regional Office in Portland received a copy of a letter to 
the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture from Senators Wyden (OR) and Merkley  (OR) and 
Representatives DeFazio (OR) and Huffman (CA) requesting that the Forest Service begin to process an 
application for a 5-year mineral withdrawal in aid of legislation.   
 
The Forest Service is coordinating efforts with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM); the  
congressional request for withdrawal encompasses approximately 95,684 acres of National Forest 
System land on the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest in addition to 5,376 acres of Federal (BLM) 
lands on the Medford and Coos Bay Districts of the BLM.  The land is located in the Rough & 
Ready/Baldface Creek area in Josephine County and the Hunter Creek/Pistol River area in Curry County.  
Additionally, about 1,700 acres of non-Federal lands are included within the exterior boundaries of the 
proposed area that, if subsequently acquired by the United States, would become subject to the terms 
and conditions of the withdrawal.   
 
A 90-day comment period associated with the publication of a Federal Register Notice announcing the 
segregation commenced on June 29, 2015 and extends through September 28, 2015.  Written 
comments may be sent to the Bureau of Land Management, Oregon State Office, P.O. Box 2965, 
Portland, OR 97208-2965. Two public meetings will be held on September 9 & 10, 2015, in Gold Beach 
and Grants Pass, respectively, to provide opportunities for the public to provide verbal or written 
comments.  All comments received will be considered by the contracted interdisciplinary team that is 
providing the environmental analysis for the withdrawal in aid of legislation. 
 
A segregation period of up to 2 years provides time to process the withdrawal application, which 
includes an environmental analysis process with a 30-day public comment period during the scoping 
phase of the project. This will provide an additional opportunity for public comment.  The Forest Service 
is the lead agency for the environmental analysis.  
 
Subject to valid existing mineral rights, the withdrawal application would segregate the BLM and 
National Forest system lands from sale, location, and entry under the public land laws including the 
United States mining laws, and operation under the mineral and geothermal leasing laws while Congress 
considers proposed legislation.  
 
Once the NEPA analysis is complete, the Secretary of the Interior is the deciding official, with 
recommendations provided by Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest Supervisor Rob MacWhorter, 
Medford BLM District Manager Dayne Barron and Coos Bay BLM District Manager Patricia Burke. 
Assuming a bill is introduced in the legislature when the 5-year withdrawal period ends, the agencies 
may request an additional 5-year withdrawal period to the Secretary of the Interior.  
 

 


