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Potential Values at Risk 
Heritage resources (also known as cultural resources) are identified as one of the many resources that are 
at risk from a wildfire. Wildfires have the potential to damage or destroy cultural resources through: (1) 
direct effect of the fire; (2) ground disturbing suppression or rehabilitation activities; and/or (3) erosive 
soil movement caused by subsequent storm precipitation. These impacts may completely destroy 
prehistoric, historic, and Native American resources (such as traditional gathering and ceremonial areas) 
or alter the context of surface and subsurface cultural/natural remains vital to living Tribes, or important 
for their scientific analysis or interpretation. Also, wildfire may increase the accessibility and visibility of 
cultural resources, making them more susceptible to vandalism/artifact looting and unauthorized 
recreational activity.   
 
Objectives 
-   Identify known heritage resource sites located within the area of potential effect (APE) of the 

Coffee Fire. 
 
-   Analyze direct, indirect, and potential future effects to heritage resources. 
 
-   Propose specific BAER treatments and estimate monetary costs, if necessary, to prohibit future 

damage to Class I Heritage Resource properties (historic and prehistoric resources determined as 
eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), per criteria in 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) 60.4). Per Forest Service Manual (FSM) 2361 direction, Class II sites (defined 
as cultural resources with either unknown or not yet evaluated for NRHP significance) are 
afforded the same consideration and protection as Class I sites. 

 
Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
In accordance with standards established for heritage resource investigations related to BAER projects in 
Region 5, California National Forest lands, the APE for the Coffee Fire is identified as encompassing: (1) 
all areas within the perimeter of the burned area; (2) all areas of ground disturbance created by fire 
suppression; (3) locations with potential for fire-related soil erosion, flooding, debris flows, etc; (4) 
locations where looting and vandalism will be increased due to increased visibility of sites because of the 
fire and (5) locations of proposed ground-disturbing watershed rehabilitation-related treatments. 
 
The Coffee Fire APE is defined as the fire perimeter, the East Fork and North Fork trails, all heli-spots 
and spike camps, the extent of Coffee Creek from its confluence with the North Fork until it enters Trinity 
Lake, and the location of any BAER treatments that are being proposed. 
 
Resource Condition Assessment 
The Coffee Fire burned 6,258 acres within the Trinity Alps Wilderness. The fire occurred due north of 
Coffee Creek, and in between the East and the North Forks of Coffee Creek. The terrain is extremely 
steep throughout the fire area. Wilderness trails follow each fork of Coffee Creek north from Coffee 
Creek Road.  
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Four previously identified cultural resources are located within the Coffee Fire perimeter. Three of these 
resources are historic, and one is a multi-component site (contains both historic and prehistoric artifacts).  
Historic site types include mines, cabins, and associated refuse. Prehistoric site types are lithic scatters. 
No new systematic inventory was conducted during the Coffee Fire, although cursory inventory was 
conducted while travelling to and from known sites. Three of these sites were assessed for whether their 
historic and research value would be at risk from post-fire processes such as erosion or vandalism, and the 
potential need for treatment in order to protect that value. Due to the limited time frame for assessment, 
various fire intensity conditions (based on BARC maps), and safety concerns, one site was not assessed in 
the field, although a visual assessment was conducted from the air via helicopter. Three sites were 
identified downstream of the fire, along lower Coffee Creek, but they were determined to not be located 
within the APE based on their distance from the creek. These sites were not visited or assessed due to the 
limited time frame for assessment.  
  
All cultural resources addressed here are unevaluated for eligibility for the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP), and therefor are potentially eligible for listing. These types of heritage resources are non- 
renewable resources that hold important historical and research value that contribute to the understanding 
of our national and cultural heritage. Once these resources have been destroyed, the information lost 
cannot be restored. Within the next 3-5 years, a heavy precipitation event or high rainfall year will likely 
result in increased flows, erosion, reeling and potential for debris flows (see Geologic and Hydrology 
Reports for further information). Sites were assessed for potential impacts from these naturally occurring 
events, as well as potential impacts from looting and recreational use due to increased surface visibility.  
 
Hodges Cabin, Site # 05-14-56-488 
 
Hodges cabin is located on a terrace adjacent to the North Fork of Coffee Creek. The site consists of 
several structures, including; the cabin, a generator shed, an outhouse, a blacksmith shop, a concrete 
swimming pool, and the remains of a tree house. The collapsed structure of the barn and corral are also 
located on site.  
 
Other than the grass in the pasture, the site did not burn. The slope above the site burned at 
moderate to high severity. The fire was contained with a hand-line constructed on the toe of the 
slope within feet of the structures. Several large trees on the site were felled in an attempt to 
protect the structures, leaving no identifiable hazard trees on the site.  
 
Holland Mine, Site # 05-14-56-596 
 
Holland Mine consists of scattered mining hardware, milled lumber, tailings, and other altered 
landscape features along several miles of the East Fork of Coffee Creek. Several features were 
located and documented during BAER field assessments. These include the following: 
 

- Three pipes that are aligned and built into the channel of an unnamed creek. The pipes 
are stabilized by a rock wall that was constructed to hold them in place, as well debris 
that has washed down from the creek above.  

-  A large scatter of boards and nails that are most likely remnants of a flume that was 
constructed for mining operations. The boards were mostly burnt, and nails are scattered 
throughout several acres along the trail.  
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Due to the undefined boundary, extreme slope, scattered materials throughout a large area, and 
the site’s lack of integrity, no site specific BAER treatments are being recommended. Initial 
documentation of the site will be completed, since the site has never been formally recorded 
prior to the Coffee Fire.  
 
North Fork Coffee Creek Mine, Site # 05-14-56-597 
 
This site consists of scattered mining hardware, a collapsed adit, a stone foundation, stacked rock 
structures, and numerous prospecting pits. The site is located on two large flats with a small 
creek running between them. No post-fire impacts are anticipated, so no treatments are proposed 
for this specific location.  
 
Little Lick Creek Site, Site # 05-14-56-598 
 
This site was previously known, but has not been formally recorded. The site was not visited 
during the BAER field assessment due to limited timeframe and safety concerns including falling 
trees and burning snags that were visible from the trail. An aerial visual inspection was 
conducted via helicopter after the fire. The site is reportedly a multi-component site, consisting 
of a prehistoric lithic scatter and a structure foundation including a chimney. 
 
BARC information and aerial photography have demonstrated that the site is not threatened by 
erosion or sedimentation, therefore no site specific treatments are proposed. Looting potential at 
this site is low due to the difficult access, so no protective measures are necessary.  
 
Treatments Needed Under BAER for Identified Values at Risk 
Treatment recommendations for “values at risk” are based on site record information, burn severity 
(based on BARC Vegetation Burn Maps), site sensitivity, and site location (erosion potential). Due to 
limited access into the Wilderness after the fire, various fire intensity conditions and limited research 
potential for some of the sites, not all of these sites were visited. 
 
As sedimentation and erosion are the greatest concern to existing cultural resources, slope stabilization 
treatments proposed for roads and trails, as well as earth science resources, will benefit known heritage 
sites. All treatments, or lack thereof, were developed based on discussions with hydrology, geology and 
other earth science specialists. 
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Table 1. BAER Coffee Fire Cultural Resource Risk Assessment                          

Site No./Type Burn Severity 
(BARC Map) 
High, 
Moderate, 
Low, 
Unburned 

Site Type 
Sensitivity1 

Erosion 
Potential 

Remarks and Treatment 
Recommendations 

Hodges Cabin 
(05-14-56-488) 

Unburned to 
Low 

Sensitive Low – on a 
flat terrace 
above creek. 
Intermediate 
risk from 
Lick Creek 
if it jumps 
its channel  

Flooding of the site is not 
anticipated based on 
hydrologic and geologic 
assessments. However, if the 
creek channel is altered by 
landslides or debris, there is 
a potential for damage from 
flooding to occur. 
Monitoring is recommended 
within one year of this 
report.  

Holland Mine 
(05-14-56-596) 

Low to 
Moderate 

Contains both 
sensitive 
materials 
(wood) and 
features which 
are not sensitive 

Moderate to 
high- 
located on a 
steep slope 
above the 
East Fork 

Remnants of wooden flume 
were burned. Area is 
generally steep and rocky. 
Site is spread out over 
several miles of steep 
hillside, and treatments are 
not practical. No treatments 
are recommended.  

North Fork 
Mine (05-14-
56-597) 

Unburned to 
Low 

Not sensitive 
based on site 
constituents of 
stacked rock, 
mining 
hardware, and 
mining features. 

Low- Flats 
located high 
above creek 

Site was located while 
travelling to known sites 
within the Coffee Fire. Initial 
recording. No treatments are 
recommended.  

Little Lick 
Creek (05-14-
56-598) 

Unburned to 
Low 

Not sensitive 
based on site 
sparse lithic 
scatter of stone 
materials and 
historic stone 
features.  

Low – Flat 
located high 
above creek 

Site has not been formally 
recorded. Looting potential is 
low due to the inaccessibility 
of the site. No treatments are 
recommended.  

 
 

                                                 
1 Gassaway 2006.  Sensitive: Rock art, standing structures, developed midden deposits and cemeteries, historic sites 
with wood components  
Not sensitive: rock features, bedrock mortars, roads, and most trails.  Possible lithic scatters if lightly burned.  
Moderately sensitive – all other site types.     
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Native American Consultation 
An attempt was made to contact the Cultural Resources Program Manager of the Redding Rancheria, and 
the Co-Chair and elder of the Nor-Rel-Muk Wintu Nation. No contact was made in time to be included in 
this report. Consultation is an ongoing process. 
 
Section 106 for Proposed Treatments 
Any treatments proposed under BAER will require Section 106 compliance prior to implementation. All 
treatments will be coordinated through the BAER Heritage Specialist.  
 
Recommendations – Values at Risk 
One heritage resource, Hodges Cabin, is identified as a value at risk according to the following matrix. 
The risk is considered intermediate.   
 

Magnitude of 
Consequences 

Probability of 
Damages or 
Losses 

Risk Recommendations under 
BAER 

Major 
Erosion from North Fork 
Coffee Creek or Lick 
Creek has the potential to 
severely damage Hodges 
Cabin. Damage to the 
cabin could cause adverse 
effects to the site, which is 
potentially eligible for the 
NRHP.   

Unlikely  
Wildfire has not 
impacted the 
watersheds 
upstream from 
Hodges Cabin to 
high degree, so 
flooding is 
considered 
unlikely. 
Landslides on the 
slope above the 
site are possible, 
but unlikely in the 
exact location of 
the cabin. 

Intermediate 
If Lick Creek or 
North Fork jumps 
their main channel 
due to debris flows 
or landslides, the 
potential for 
impacts to the site 
exists.  

Monitoring 
Within one year of the fire 
to determine if major 
storms have caused 
alterations to North Fork or 
Lick Creek, and if so, the 
proximity of these new 
channels to the site and 
potential for impacts to the 
site.   

 
Costs for Monitoring:   

Days (2015) Salary Total 
1 290/day GS-9 $290 
1 160/day GS-7 $160 
Mileage 160 miles X .39 $  62.40 
  $512.40 

 
Sources Cited: 
2006 Gassaway, Lynn. Synthesis of BAER Objectives and Effectiveness Monitoring, Heritage/Cultural 

Resources. Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest. 
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Non Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital 
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or 
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA 
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter 
to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov. 


