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Oregon Fire 2014 Archaeology BAER Report 
 

Resource Specialty: Archaeology 
Fire Name: Oregon 
Month and Year: August 2014 
Author(s) Name and Home Unit Name: Mark Arnold, South Fork Management Unit, Shasta-
Trinity National Forest 
 
I. Potential Values at Risk (identified prior to the on-the-ground survey) 

A. Critical Values – Within the fire perimeter are 11 previously recorded historic mining 
related archaeological sites.  No prehistoric sites have been found within the fire 
area.  Only one site, a mining ditch, was damaged by suppression activity.       

 
B. Resource Condition Assessment 

 
(a) Resource Setting – Sites are set within a landscape that was heavily 
altered by hydraulic mining using ground sluicing and water cannon techniques.  
Mining removed gold from alluvial gravel deposits along Sydney and Garden 
Gulches.  

 
(b) Findings of the On-The-Ground Survey – Previously recorded sites were 
relocated and their conditions assessed.  In addition, three new historic mining 
camp sites were found within the burned area.  Their discovery was made easier 
by the burned away manzineta and grass cover.   

 
(c) Consequences of the fire on values at risk - These sites were burned 
over, but appeared to have received minimal thermal damage.  This was due to 
the rapid spread of this fire burning through relatively light fuels.  Temperatures 
were high, but not sustained which did not significantly harm metal, glass, and 
ceramic artifacts.  However, any organic cultural material, leather, rubber, or 
wood were destroyed if they were on the ground surface. 

II. Risk Assessment:   
 
Summary: A major risk to these sites is illegal collecting of artifacts.  The 
removal of vegetation by the fire has exposed artifacts leaving these sites 
vulnerable to looting.  Second major risk is water erosion since no vegetation 
is left on these sites.   

 
C. Emergency Determination – These sites need to be protected from looting and 

erosion. 
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D. Treatments to Mitigate the Emergency     
 

(a) Treatment Type - In discussion with Luzetta Nelson, botanist for the 
Trinity side, we will carry out grass seeding at these sites. 
(b) Treatment Objective - Grass will help conceal the artifacts on the sites 
and help control erosion. 
(c) Treatment Description – Grass seed will be spread over the site and 
lightly covered over with soil to help seed germinate and protect from animals. 
(d) Treatment Cost 
(e) Probability of completing treatment in first year prior to damaging storms 
or events: This work will be completed prior to first season storm. 
(f) Probability of treatment success: Estimate 60 to 80 per cent success if 
done promptly.  

 
III. Discussion/Summary/Recommendations - However, until seeding mitigation measure takes 
hold these sites should be monitored on a regular basis to document any damage from looting or erosion.  
If damage is occurring from erosion mitigation measures will be discussed with hydrology and soils.  
Looting would need referral to Forest Service law enforcement. 

Non Discrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


