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BURNED AREA EMERGENCY STABILIZATION PLAN 
OREGON BAER  

RECREATION ASSESSMENT 

 
Figure 1. Weaver Basin Trail Network burned hillslope above trail. 

 
I. OBJECTIVES 
 

• Assess effects of the Oregon Fire on recreation opportunities within the Weaver 
basin Trail Network (WBTN), Trinity River Ranger District [TRRD], Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest, Weaverville, CA.   

• Identify potential threats to public users of the WBTN because of the effects of 
the fire. 

• Identify treatments to protect WBTN from erosion and trail collapse (burned 
stumps) in areas that burned hot that accelerated erosion is expected. 
 

II.  ISSUES 
 

• The WBTN has been exposed by the fire. Public use of these routes is unsafe 
and accelerated erosion poses a threat to the trails and watershed.   

• An unknown number of trees along the existing trails are dead or dying due to 
the effects of the fire.  These standing trees pose a threat to users of the trails 
and to the FS trail crews. 

 
III.    OBSERVATIONS 
  

A. Background Information  
 

Recommendations are being made in this assessment to address erosion potential 
within the WBTN Fire. Since the forest has made the decision not to close the forest 
to the public, measures must be taken to protect the infrastructure and the public.  
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These measures, if employed, will effectively protect the trails from anticipated 
erosion and trail use by the public. 

 
B. Reconnaissance Methodology and Results  

 
Personal inspections were conducted within the WBTN burned area by Forest 
Service staff and BAER team staff members.  Additional Forest Service staff was 
consulted regarding problems they encountered or predicted within the WBTN 
Oregon Fire area.  Potential problem areas were placed on a map and discussed 
with BAER team members and Forest Service staff.  Certain problems were 
identified as significant and are brought forward for potential treatment. 
  
C. Findings 

 
1.       Tamarack Trail hazard trees     
Many trees were burned in areas that had moderate to high soil burn severity 
compromising their integrity and pose a hazard to trail crews on the trail.  These 
hazards are scattered throughout the trail so trail crews would be at risk during 
remediation. 

  
2.      Hazardous trail due to removal of vegetation 
Sections of the WBTN (see pics below) are at risk due to steep burned hillslopes that 
will experience accelerated erosion and trail tread failure due to burned out stumps 
undermining the trail. These trails are the main recreational trails for the community 
of Weaverville. They are used extensively and enjoyed by all in the community. 
These trails are now at risk to erosion and collapse compromising their use as 
community recreation. 
 

  
McKenzie Trail  steep slope at risk from erosion Trail at risk from trail tread collapse to stumphole  

 
 
IV. TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
D. Management treatments 

 
1. Hazard trees along trail that pose risk to crews working on trail 

treatment sections  
            Hazard trees will be identified and treated in areas of necessary trail repair. 
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2. Hazardous trails due to removal of vegetation and burned stump holes  
WBTN in severely burned areas will be water-barred with rolling-dips and trail 
tread stabilized from collapse due to burned stump holes. 

 
3. Overall needs 

A combination of actions is necessary to protect the users of the area and 
crews working to repair the trail: 
 
a. Emergency work to be completed on WBTN by YCC trail crews. 
b. Signing trail with warning of hazardous conditions due to the burn. 
c. Replacing burned trail signs for safety.  
d. Replacing trail ditch planks and crossings. 

 
4. Cost of Treatments 

 
Treatment Unit Amount Cost 
Trail erosion control miles 2.5 5,300 
Stump hole repair ea. 30 1,500 
Warning & trail signs ea. 12 1,200 
Trail ditch planking ea. 8    800 
Hazard tree removal miles 0.25    500 

  Total $9,300 

Brad Rust 
Oregon BAER Team Leader and Soil Scientist 
Forest Soil Scientist 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest 
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