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Saddle Fire BAER 

Archaeology Report 

Mark Arnold, District Archeologist 

Suppression dozer work during the Saddle Fire impacted site 05-14-52-156 severely.  One third to half of 
the site area was disturbed by dozer work.  Because the site is located on a wide level gently sloping saddle 
the line was expanded to make what might have been considered a safety zone.   

This operation brought up to the surface a large lithic scatter of heat-treated chert and obsidian artifacts.  
Projectile points noted when the site was first recorded in 1981 for the Grape Vine Timber Sale included 
McKee uniface and Oregon series dated between 3000 to 5000 years ago.  Damage assessment for this 
incident noted a projectile point of the Trinity Stemmed series dating around 1000 to 2000 years ago, but 
we also found a projectile point fragment resembling Borax Lake wide stemmed points dating back 6000 to 
9000 years ago.  This variety of point styles reflecting various time periods indicates a multi-component site 
utilized over a long period of prehistory.  This variety of lithic material culture and depth of time argues for 
this site having National Register eligibility.  Mitigation of the dozer damage done is critical because of its 
significance.  

Suppression damage to this site is considered an inadvertent effect and will need to be reported to the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  The Forest will need to carry out testing to determine the full 
extent of the damage.  This excavation work will also mitigate the impact damage from the dozer work. 

Given the size of the site and extent of damage we will need at least 10 people to carry out the needed 
excavation work in a timely manner.  With this number of people I would estimate one to two weeks of 
excavation.  Analysis of recovered cultural material and report preparation may take three to six weeks.  
This work will cost an estimated $25,000 to $30,000. 
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