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I reviewed the geographic area within the current SHF Saddle Fire footprint for fisheries resources that 
may potentially be affected by BAER activities. Within the fire footprint there are approximately four 
named streams (Monroe, Canyon, Saddle and Grapevine Creeks) and a single unnamed stream. None of 
these five streams are known to support fish due to intermittent flow regimes and/or steep stream-
channel slopes. Water quality is generally very good (low water temperature, low turbidity, high 
dissolved oxygen) in these streams. All of these creeks support other aquatic species such as Foothill 
Yellow Legged frogs (Rana boylii), Coastal Giant Salamanders (Dicamptodon tenebrosus) and assorted 
aquatic macrtoinvertebrates. The most important value of the streams within the fire footprint area is 
their cold and clean water contribution to the mainstem of the South Fork Trinity River (SFTR). Cold and 
clean water tributary sources in the SFTR serve as critical thermal refugia areas for juvenile and adult 
anadromous fish during the summer and early fall. In conclusion, the streams within the Saddle Fire do 
not support any fish resources but do provide thermal refugia, in the form of cold and clean water, 
within the SFTR. As such, any BAER activities should seek to minimize sediment delivery to the stream 
channels and maintain existing water quality conditions. 
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