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Cherry scallopshell moths defoliating trees on the Allegheny NF  

Warren, Pa. (August 5, 2015) – Many people may have noticed rust or brownish leaves on 
patches of trees on the Allegheny National Forest. This is due to the cherry scallopshell 
moth, a native species that 
defoliates the leaves of black 
cherries. The most noticeable 
areas are in the Kane to 
Sheffield (Route 6); Kinzua 
Reservoir (SR 321) and Russell 
City and Ridgway areas. 

 
“This is the first time in more 
than 20 years that we’ve 
experienced this size of an 
outbreak,” said Forest 
Silviculturist Andrea Hille. She said that some decline in cherry growth and overall health will 
likely to result from this defoliation. Currently, there isn’t an effective treatment to suppress 
the cherry scallopshell moths, however the Allegheny National Forest, USFS State and 
Private Forestry, Forest Health Suppression and Northern Research Station staff are working 
together to monitor the infestation and prepare a strategy to address this forest health issue. 
In addition, the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry (DCNR) conducted aerial inspections on 
July 29 to assess the locations and the number of affected trees. Nearly 17,000 acres of 
defoliation was mapped, concentrated in the eastern half of the ANF. 
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ANF staff will continue working with USFS Forest Health Protection staff to monitor effects of 
this defoliation on the overall health of trees on the ANF. 
 
Hille asked that anyone who sees trees that appear to be infested with cherry scallopshell 
moths, to contact her at 814.728.6161 or ahille@fs.fed.us. 
 
For more information about cherry scallopshell, please go to: Cherry Scallopshell Moth pest 
alert: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/cssm/cherry_scallop_shell_moth.htm 

-###-  

The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, with a mission of sustaining the 
health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future 
generations. The Forest Service’s Eastern Region has 17 national forests and one national tallgrass prairie 
located throughout 20 Midwestern and Eastern states. We’re spread from Maine to Minnesota and from 
Maryland to Missouri. For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/R9. 

The U.S. Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private 
landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. The public lands that the 
Forest Service manages, contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending 
alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion 
per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million 
forested acres within the U.S. and includes 100 million acres that are urban forests where most Americans live. 
For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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