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Meeting Summary 

 
Attendees 
Forest Plan Revision Team 

 US Forest Service: Mike Blakeman, Randy Ghormley, Dale Gomez, Adam Mendonca, Erin Minks 

 Peak Facilitation: Heather Bergman, Katie Waller 

 

Approximately 10 members of the public were present. 

 
Meeting Overview 

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) recently began revising the forest plan for the Rio Grande National 

Forest (RGNF). Members of the public attended this meeting to discuss fish, wildlife, and rare plants on 

the RGNF. Information gathered from this and previous discussions will help inform and influence the 

initial assessment phase of the forest plan revision process. 
 

Forest Plan Revision and Assessment Process 

Adam Mendonca, Deputy Forest Supervisor of the Rio Grande National Forest, introduced himself and 

explained the forest plan guides every activity on the forest and is typically revised every 15 to 20 years. 

The last forest plan for the Rio Grande was finalized in 1996; the process of revising the plan recently 
began. The revision consists of three steps expected to be completed by 2017: a yearlong assessment 

phase, a two-year National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase, and finally a monitoring phase.   

 

USFS is currently seeking public input to help inform the assessment phase, in which current conditions 

and trends are analyzed to determine which portions of the existing plan should be changed. After 
determining the need for change, USFS will develop and analyze multiple management options to 

determine the most beneficial options for inclusion in the final forest plan. Mike Blakeman, Public Affairs 

Specialist for the Rio Grande National Forest, explained that since the last plan was written in 1996 

conditions have changed due to a multitude of factors. He asked the public to think about how recent 

changes have impacted fish, wildlife, and rare plants and what, if anything, needs to be done to in the 

future in terms of management 
 

He stressed the importance of public participation and noted that giving input at meetings is not the only 

way to participate in the plan revision process. Members of the public can also provide input by email at 

comments-rocky-mountain-rio-grande@fs.fed.us, on the interactive plan revision web site at  

http://riograndeplanning.mindmixer.com, or by sending mail to or stopping by the office at  1803 W. 
Highway 160, Monte Vista, CO 81144. 
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Community Discussion 

Participants discussed the three main themes related to fish, wildlife, and rare plants. A summary of key 

themes from the discussion follows. 
 

What plants, fish, animal, and invertebrate species are important to you on the Rio Grande 

National Forest? 

Plants 

 Rare plants 

 Wild asparagus 

 Mushrooms 

 Berry plants 

 Osha 

 Harvesting plants 

Mammals 

 Lynx 

 Elk 

 Beavers 

 Deer 

 Moose 

 Mountain lions 

 Bobcats 

 Pronghorn 

 Bats 

 Snowshoe hare 

 Bears 

Fish 

 Sport fish 

 Fisheries 

 Rio Grande sucker 

 Rio Grande cutthroat trout 

Birds 

 Goshawk 

 Three-toed woodpecker 

 Dusky grouse 

 Ptarmigan 

 Golden crown kinglets 

 Boreal owl 

 Hummingbirds 

Amphibians 
 Chorus frogs 

 Boreal toad 

Invertebrates 

 Pollinators 

 Mollusks 

 Bees 

 Butterflies 

 Insects 

General 

 Candidate species under the Endangered Species Act 

 Declining native species 

 Aquatic species 

  

Do any of these species need special management attention? If so, why? 

Mammals 
 Increase beaver population to improve watershed health and create good fishing 

ponds. 



 Monitor pica to understand their adaptation to climate change. 

 Discourage moose damage to riparian areas. 

 Manage elk population as to not endanger other species. 

 Provide predator species with the necessary solitude to thrive. 

 Monitor bears to decrease aggressive interactions with humans. 

 Do not increase elk population as it directly impacts deer and pronghorn populations.  

 Do not close off caves completely as they are important for bats.  

 Maintain permeability between habitats for large game and predators to reduce 

animal-vehicle collisions.  

Birds 
 Decrease populations of bandtailed pigeons in wildland-urban interface (WUI).  

 Ensure health of all animals, as smaller species are important for hawks. 

Fish 

 Help all native Colorado fish by addressing watershed health and water quality. 

 Maintain cold-water temperature for fish by retaining cover from big trees. 

 Consider impacts of early snowmelt on fisheries. 

 Isolate sport fish from Rainbow trout to protect genetics. 

General 

 Monitor all aquatic species to understand impacts of climate change. 

 Provide alternate habitats for species adaptation. 

 Protect Endangered Species Act (ESA) species with individualized management.  

 Do not overcorrect for natural cycles such as fire or pine beetles.  

 Protect unique plants from human impact. 

 Protect pollinators from insecticides, pesticides, or herbicides.  

 

What plant and animal species are unique to the RGNF and what is the habitat that supports 

them? 

Species and 

Habitats 

 Lynx rely on corridor between South San Juan and Weminuche Wilderness Areas. 

 Bat species at the Valley View Hot Springs are unique to the area. 

 Uncompahgre Fritillary is a unique butterfly that lives on cirques and snow willows.  

 Stonecrop Gillyflower is located above tree line in volcanic areas that are now rock. 

 Rio Grande cutthroat trout and sucker live in the Rio Grande River.  

 

What management concerns might influence the long-term health of these species? How can the 

future management of the forest address some of those concerns? 

Harvesting 

 Do not share location of harvestable resources, such as osha, berries, and 
mushrooms. 

 Monitor certain species to see if harvesting is increasing or decreasing. 

 Gather more information from the public on which species are being harvested.  

 Not all species are going to be damaged with increased human visitation.  

 Provide locations of some populations so the public can connect with them. 

 Monitor Fun Valley and Lonesome Dove, where out-of-town visitors can cause 

serious damage. 

 Consider enforcement options for over-harvesting or improper harvesting.  

 Disable access to certain harvesting sites. 

 Create a call line public can use to report improper harvesting.  

Education 

 Teach public who use RGNF resources to leave them alone. 

 Create pamphlets with information relevant to protect natural resources. 

 Hold town hall meetings to share knowledge with the public. 

 Reach out to local kids at school.  

 Promote interaction at visitors’ center like hiking or classes.  



 Incorporate larger focus of education and public outreach into the new plan. 

Environmental 

Health 

 Understand the larger process and what is necessary for species to thrive.  

 Consider travel management and its impact on species populations.  

 Design recreation opportunities to lessen environmental impact. 

 Coordinate with surrounding agencies to reduce fragmentation. 

 Develop research natural areas (RNAs) to study the impacts of cattle grazing.  

 Manage forest to foster greater biodiversity.  

 Consider reintroduction of certain species such as rough grouse or wolves.   

 Do not encourage mountain goats as they harm the environment.  

 Consider undertaking restoration efforts along closed roads. 

 Monitor how climate change will affect restoration efforts in the future.  

 
How do wildlife and plants in the Rio Grande National Forest contribute to the socio-economic 

sustainability of the San Luis Valley? What species and/or habitat qualities most contribute to these 

values? 

Tourism 

 Elk and deer hunting brings in lots of visitors and benefits the economy. 

 Fishing brings in lots of visitors and benefits the economy.  

 People enjoy viewing nature. 

 Fourteeners draw visitors from all over the region. 

 Wilderness areas and secluded feel of the forest bring visitors and economic 

benefits. 

Recreation 

 Geocaching allows people to respectfully visit areas that are normally skipped. 

 Rockhounding allows visitors to respectfully enjoy nature.  

 Motorized recreation impacts wildlife and plants. 

 Birdwatching brings in people with lots of money.  

Agriculture 

 Crops benefit from pollinators. 

 Mono-crop farms damage pollinator populations. 

 Cattle graze native vegetation resulting in more weeds. 

 Cattle grazing can harm riparian areas. 

 Cattle grazing benefits the economy.  

Environmental 

Health 

 Wildlife and plants impact watershed health and water quality.  

 Significant amount of the population relies on water from the forest for drinking 

water. 

 Wildlife and plants contribute to ecosystem services. 

 Beavers hold water at higher altitudes for longer, which improves water and soil 
quality. 

 All species are important as they all impact each other.  

 Complex ecosystems promote sustainability.  

Cultural  

 Many people in the San Luis Valley (SLV) use wood burning stoves.  

 Certain plant species are important to specific communities and cultures and must 

be protected to avoid exploitation. 

 

Questions 

 How can management address species that people consume without limiting harvesting? 

The Rio Grande National Forest allows for free collecting of many species of plants and fungi up to a 

certain limit per person. This information may be found on the RGNF website: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/riogrande/passes-permits/forestproducts. In some cases, free-use special 

use permits are required before collecting plants or fungi. This is done to allow the forest to monitor 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/riogrande/passes-permits/forestproducts


the amount of collecting occurring and also provides the forest an opportunity to share educational 

information on collection methods. If public harvesting of plant and fungi negative impacts specific 

species populations, the RGNF may limit or prohibit public participation.  

 Is there a genetic laboratory to take the most sensitive species? 

There are organizations that collect and store seeds of sensitive species, but there are no forest service 

facilities in Region 2 that do this. 


