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Like a Good Neighbor . . . 

 

  By Ron Scott, Forest Lands Staff Officer 
 
For many people, having a piece of property next door to the Hoosier National Forest is the 
fulfillment of a dream. Living next to a national forest allows a homeowner to enjoy the beauty 
of the forest, abundant wildlife, and a sense of solitude. Along with the many benefits of 
being a national forest neighbor, there are also certain responsibilities.  
 
Boundary Management and Property Lines 
Knowing where your property lines are located is extremely important and getting your 
property surveyed by a licensed land surveyor is a prudent thing to consider. The fence you 
think is on the property line may actually be on the national forest. Or that perfect site where 
you’d like to build your dream home may be partially on the Hoosier. If you construct a 
building or other improvement on the Forest, it will have to be removed. You can avoid a 
potentially expensive mistake simply by knowing for certain where your property lines are 
located. In addition, if you decide to harvest your timber, it is critical to verify your boundaries 
well in advance of the harvest. Cutting trees across property lines on the National Forest is 
considered timber theft and can be a costly error. Although there are no “set back” 
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requirements in federal law, some counties have planning and zoning requirements for 
buildings or improvements near public lands.   
 
Regardless of whether there are applicable local ordinances, adjacent landowners are 
encouraged to keep structures and improvements a reasonable distance away from common 
property lines with the Hoosier. This reduces the likelihood of any future encroachment and 
will also improve protection of your investments in the event of a wildfire. 
 
What about Fences? 
Fences are the responsibility of the private landowner. If you own livestock, it is your 
responsibility to build a fence or take other necessary measures to keep livestock off National 
Forest land. However, please keep in mind that it is imperative to first establish accurate 
property lines before constructing your fence.  
 
Who Manages the Roads? 
Road systems located within the Hoosier National Forest include U.S. and State highways, 
County and Township roads, and roads maintained by the Forest Service, commonly referred 
to as Forest Roads. These roads serve to provide access to the Hoosier for recreational use, 
forest management, fire suppression, and many other activities. Some roads that access the 
Hoosier cross private land using an easement acquired from the private landowners. When 
the Forest Service acquires an easement across private property, the Forest Service 
regulates the use of the road. The public generally has the right to use the road unless the 
Forest Service has closed the road to public use.  
 
Special Use Permits 
Private uses of National Forest land, such as private road rights-of-way and construction of 
public utilities, require a special use permit issued by the Forest Service. These permits may 
be issued if the proposed use is compatible with the purpose of the National Forest and is 
consistent with public interests. Payment of an annual special use permit fee is required. 
Other types of private use of the National Forest, such as commercial recreation events and 
providing outfitting or guiding services also require a special use permit, as do gatherings of 
more than 75 people. Not all permit requests are approved, however. For example, permits 
are typically not granted when the proposed activity can be reasonably accommodated on 
private land. Processing an application for a special use permit does take time and 
processing/monitoring fees may be billed to the applicant. Please contact your local Forest 
Service office if you have any questions or need additional information. 
 
For more information contact Ron Scott at 812-275-5987 (ronscott@fs.fed.us). 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Hoosier National Forest road winds through the Forest accessing both private and federal 
lands. 
 

 
A boundary line in northern part of Hoosier National Forest. The national forest ownership is 
in the upper left corner of the photo. This line was recently surveyed.  
 

 



 
 

 

This special use road crosses national forest land. The road accesses private property and 
was constructed to Forest Service standard. Some roads accessing private land are allowed 
to be gated.  


