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August 24, 2015 – 8 a.m.   
 

Current Situation:  Firefighters achieved nearly doubled the fire’s containment line 

yesterday, thanks to the hard work of experienced hand crews that are working in the 

steep and difficult terrain of the Salmon River Breaks area.  

 

A small helicopter provided water pumps, hoses and 75 gallon water bags, called 

blivots, to firefighters on the hill.  Once handcrews complete line construction 

around the northern perimeter of the fire in Napolean drainage, water will be used to 

extinguish the remaining hotspots near the fire’s edge.   

 

Now on day two of difficult line construction in South facing slop of Comet 

drainage, experienced handcrews will construct and reinforce line that will soon 

connect to Comet Ridge.  On the north slope of Comet Ridge, two handcrews will 

continue to construct handline upslope to hook around the northern perimeter of the 

fire.  This steep and rocky area is thick with timber that is occasionally torching 

single trees. Consequently, downhill line construction had slowed.  

 

Most of the precautionary structure protection measures taken to mitigate potential 

fire danger in the Moose Creek, Tower Creek, Fourth of July, and Kriley Gulch areas 

were also completed yesterday. Firefighters will be in these areas the next couple days to complete structure 

protection plans. In the future, this information will be helpful to law enforcement and volunteer firefighters 

responsible for developing contingency plans should another large fire threaten Salmon.   

 

As the containment of the Bobcat fire inches up, firefighters will be released to assist other fires burning in the 

nation. Firefighters are well supported by three helicopters able to transport firefighters and equipment as well 

as provide water drops if needed.  

  

Weather: The wind will be calmer, temperatures warmer, and humidity lower today. Smoke from fires burning 

in California, Oregon, Washington and east of Salmon will be present in the morning, but should begin to clear 

this afternoon as temperatures climb. 

  

Area Fire Closures:  There are no evacuations in effect. To protect firefighter and public safety, the area 

closure will remain in effect for the areas west of the fire to the Moose Creek and Diamond Creek Roads, Sims 

Mine, and Napoleon areas. This area closure includes all trails and roads within the area, except for the Stormy 

Peak Road #023, which is open and is the west side of the closure area. 

 

Public Safety:  Lemhi County Fair kicked off yesterday. With this event comes increased traffic on roadways. 

All travelers along the highway and river corridor are asked to please use caution. Please do not stop along the 

highway as this will increase road congestion and cause additional road hazards.  

 

 

 

#BOBCAT# 

Location: 15 miles north 

of Salmon, ID  

  

Start Date: August 14 

Cause:  Lightning 

 

Fire Size: 237 acres 

   

Percent Contained: 45% Size:  315 acres 

   

Total Personnel: 383    

 

Resources:  

 3 helicopters 

 8 crews,  

 16 engines 

 3 dozers 

 3 water tenders 
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