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AT A GLANCE
There are seven National Forests headquartered 
in Idaho and five of those are located in the 
Intermountain Region:
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SAWTOOTH NF

CARIBOU-TARGHEE NF

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION

The Forest Service has a long-standing presence in the state of Idaho. 
Employment in the agency varies by season of the year. A snapshot 

in March 2016 shows approximately 2,000 employees, which rises to 
3,200 in the summer. Forest Service employees live and work in 57 Idaho 
communities.

We are most successful when we 
work together across all lands 
and focus on the highest priority 
needs. Through partnerships 
with state agencies, other 
organizations and local forest 
collaboration efforts we are 
able to leverage our resources 
to benefit the land, the public 
and our communities. Some 
examples:

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
Implementation of the Upper 
North Fork Healthy Forest 
Restoration Act Ecosystem 
Restoration Project began 
during the summer of 2015 
on the Salmon-Challis 
National Forest with 967 acres of hazardous fuels reduction projects 
completed. The Chief’s Joint Landscape Restoration Partnership 
funded 170 of those acres in 2015 and the project was funded for 
a second year for Chief’s Joint Landscape Restoration dollars in 
2016. The Lemhi Forest Restoration Group has played an active role 
throughout the project. 

FOREST COLLABORATION 
The Boise National Forest has pursued restoration activities with 
the Boise Forest Coalition, including the implementation of Williams 
Creek Restoration Project in 2016, with road work through this 
summer and harvest beginning summer or fall. The Forest will 
also complete environmental analyses on High Valley Restoration 
and Bogus Basin Healthy Forest Projects Implementation for these 
projects is slated to begin in 2017.

Employees collaborate 
with members of the local 

community as well as a 
variety advocacy groups.

20.4M

IDAHO NATIONAL FORESTS:
•  6.6M people visit per year. 1M 

of those visits are to one of the 9 
downhill skiing areas.

• Visitors spend $372M annually.
• There are 389 campgrounds, 56 

picnic areas and 256 trailheads.
• Contain 12,838 miles of 

motorized trails & 10,349 non-
motorized.

SALMON-CHALLIS 21%
NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER 19%

CARIBOU-TARGHEE 13%
BOISE 13%

IDAHO PANHANDLE 13%
PAYETTE 12%

SAWTOOTH 9%

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service



IN IDAHO
National Forests

In the past four years, we’ve reduced 
hazardous fuels on approximately 

325,000 acres in Idaho. 

CONTACT
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
Regional Forester – Nora Rasure
801-625-5605
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FUEL REDUCTION
The Caribou-Targhee National Forest worked with the Island 
Park Sustainable Fire Community in 2015 and completed 
projects on Forest Service lands to reduce fuels on 300 acres 
at high risk for wildfire, assisted with 200 fuels evaluations on 
private properties at risk to wildfire, 17 demonstration sites 
exhibiting fuels reduction, and removed 700 cubic yards of 
slash.

NEW WILDERNESS PLANS
Wilderness Designations for the White Clouds, Hemingway 
Boulders and Jerry Peak were signed by the President on 
August 7, 2015. The Sawtooth National Forest is in the process 
of educating the public about the new designation. Trails and 
trailheads have been signed, maps updated and news reports 
issued in an effort to educate the public. Next steps include, 
promotional pieces and a Wilderness plan for each of the three 
Wilderness areas.
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CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE
The Payette National Forest was selected to provide the 2016 
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree.  For more than 50 years a tree 
has graced the west lawn of the U.S. Capitol, and since 1970, a 
national forest has been selected to provide the honored tree.  
Through improvement from people across the entire state, the 
Christmas tree has become a gift from the entire state of Idaho.


