
AT A GLANCE
Wyoming contains eight national forests 
within its borders, and four of those are 
located in the Intermountain Region. 

The Bridger-Teton National Forest (BTNF) is the only intermountain 
forest entirely located within Wyoming’s borders.  Located in the 

western part of the state, the Bridger-Teton offers more than 3.4 million 
acres of public land for outdoor recreation.  The Forest comprises a large 
part of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem- the largest intact ecosystem 
in the lower 48 states. 

Other Wyoming forests include the Ashley National Forest, which 
encompasses 1,384,132 acres (96,223 in Wyoming), including the 
Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area in southern Wyoming,  the 
Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, which contains over 2.2 million 
acres (37,762 acres in southwestern Wyoming),  and the Caribou-
Targhee National Forest, which borders Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks and is also part of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 
(338,988 acres in Wyoming).

NOTABLE PROJECTS
Throughout the past year, the national forests in Wyoming have been 
involved in many projects that help care for the land and serve the people. 
The following stories illustrate their commitment to the Forest Services 
mission.  “Caring for the Land,  serving the people.”

FOREST PLAN REVISION

TETON TO SNAKE FUELS REDUCTION PROJECT (BRIDGER-TETON NF)
This project was first started in 2009 when its site in Teton County, Wyoming, was 
determined to be one of the highest-risk wildland urban interfaces on the Forest and had 
been prioritized as a focus area by Teton County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 
A key purpose of the project is to provide fire managers and line officers more options 
for managing fire on the BTNF, including allowing a more natural fire regime within the 
Palisades Wilderness Study Area. Currently, the final Environmental Impact Statement has 
been released and is awaiting final decision this year. 

Granite Creek waterfall on the 
Jackson Ranger District of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest. 
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The Intermountain Region has established a Forest Plan Revision 
schedule under the 2012 Planning Rule.  The Ashley National Forest 
initiated the process in late 2016 and is expected to have a final 
plan in place by 2020.  The Bridger-
Teton National Forest is expected to 
initiate their revision process in 2018.  
A key focus of the revision process 
under the 2012 planning rule is public 
participation and collaboration.
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Looking over Flaming Gorge Recreation 
Area, Ashley National Forest.
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ROUGHNECK PROJECT (UINTA-WASATCH-CACHE NF)
Collaborative and partnership work in Uinta County, Wyoming, has enabled 
the UWC NF to prepare more timber sales in a compressed timeframe.  
The Roughneck project was the first landscape-scale project on the Uinta-
Wasatch-Cache National Forest that dealt with restoring areas affected 
by the beetle epidemic through salvage harvest operations, including 
approximately 1500 acres in Wyoming.  The stewardship project also 
includes other restoration activities such as spraying invasive weeds and the 
resurfacing and maintenance of roads.  The Forest Service partnered with 
the Mule Deer Foundation and will be working with them and other partners 
over the next 10 years to implement all of these projects.

ADDRESSING VISITOR SAFETY (BRIDGER-TETON NF)
As the snow melts and streams swell, many hazards can present themselves 
on the BTNF. With the arrival of spring, a sinkhole was discovered at a 
popular trailhead.  Beneath the graveled lot, old landfill material had rusted 
away,  and the surface of the lot was collapsing. Forest personnel went into 
action and removed the debris, filled the sink hole with gravel,  and graded 
the parking lot, allowing safe and accessible use of this important recreation 
site on the Forest.

IMPROVING ACCESS (BRIDGER-TETON NF)
The Bridger-Teton is renowned for its recreation opportunities. A very 
popular camping area and Forest access point was in need of a bridge 
replacement. The BTNF successfully installed a safe and sufficient bridge for 
this highly used road and improved the recreational experience of the many 
visitors that come to the Forest.

The Gros Ventre 
Range;  a nice fall 

afternoon. 

SKYLINE FUELS REDUCTION PROJECTS (BRIDGER-TETON NF)
The Skyline Fuels Reduction Project is located in Sublette County, near Pinedale, Wyoming.  A decision was completed in 2016 for 
a total of 2247 acres of mechanical and prescribed fire treatments.  Implementation efforts began in 2016 and will continue for the 
next several years.

OIL AND GAS LEASING IN THE WYOMING RANGE
NEPA and Supplemental Information Reports (SIR) dating back to 2004 and 2011 have been prepared in response to BLM oil 
and gas leasing proposals in portions of the Wyoming Range.  Prior decisions have both supported and objected to the leasing 
proposals, but were withdrawn from consideration after findings of inadequate NEPA.  In 2014,  a Notice of Intent was initiated for 
a new Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The Final Supplemental EIS was released on December 16, 2016,  and 
identified the No Leasing alternative as the preferred alternative in which the Forest Service would withdraw consent to lease on the 
30 parcels under consideration.  Due to the significant level of public interest in the project, the Undersecretary of Agriculture for 
Natural Resources and Environment retained authority to sign the Record of Decision for this project.


