
Overview
There is a wide array of species and 

habitats in the scattered and divergent 

landscapes of the HLC NFs. Wildlife use of 

ecosystems and their components varies 

by species and season. Wildlife habitat 

management occurs at many scales. 

What’s Changed 
Since 1986?
• The list of species that are endangered, 

threatened, proposed, or candidate 
under the Endangered Species Act  
(ESA) has been updated.

• The Forests have adopted the Northern 
Rockies Lynx Management Direction.

• The Forests are adopting the Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem Grizzly 
Bear Conservation Strategy.

• Updates and changes have been made 
to the science, methodologies, 
modelling techniques, and available 
data that form the basis of most 
wildlife and habitat management.

• The issues and challenges facing many 
wildlife species have changed or are 
understood differently than in the past.

What Needs to Change in 
the Forest Plan?
• Remove reference to and use of 

Management Indicator Species (MIS) 
and identify appropriate monitoring 
components and measures.

• Identify Species of Conservation 
Concern (SCC).

• Provide flexibility to address future 
changes in the status and condition of 
species and habitats.

• Incorporate new direction for 
management of Canada lynx and 
grizzly bear habitats.

• Consider current big game 
management issues, including state 
goals and objectives.

• Improve consistency, integration, 
and/or flexibility between plan 
components for wildlife and those for 
other resources.

• Provide consistency in one unified plan 
for both forests.
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