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Plant Good Plants That Stay In Their Place . . . 

 

  By Cheryl Coon, Forest Botanist 
 
It’s that time of year when I add fall plantings to my landscape at home.  I visit local nurseries 
to see what is available and watch for bargains.  I also take time to understand how home 
landscaping affects  surrounding natural areas.   
 
Even if we are 10-15 miles from the nearest “natural area,” birds and wind can carry berries 
and seeds great distances.  So, avoid non-native invasive species that might be for sale. 
 
Some of the most popular plants sold at nurseries are some of the worst “offenders.”  They 
include Bradford pear, burning bush, Japanese barberry, periwinkle/vinca, honeysuckle, 
privet, winter creeper, and Chinese silver grasses.  All of these were brought in from other 
countries and now natural resource managers spend a lot of tax dollars controlling them in 
natural areas.   
 
Why are these plants sold? Some were used as standard landscape plants before we knew 
how invasive they were.  As long as there is a demand, nurseries will continue to sell them.   
 
Therefore, it is up to us as consumers to demand non-invasive alternatives from our 
nurseries.  There are alternatives for the invasives above. Alternatives can be found at  the 
Midwest Invasive Plant Network (http://mipn.org/publications/). Follow the link for their 
Landscape Alternatives brochure or  the free app. Suggestions include: 
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• Replace Bradford pear with Yellowwood (Cladrastilutea) a native tree with white, 

fragrant, pendulous flowers and yellow fall leaf color.   
• Plant red or black chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia, A. melanocarpa) or Virginia 

sweetspire (Itea virginica) instead of burning bush. These have brilliant red fall colors 
along with white flowers and fall berries.   

• Instead of Japanese honeysuckle, plant native scarlet honeysuckle (Lonicera 
semprevirens) that has colorful trumpet-shaped flowers for hummingbirds to enjoy.   

• For privet and Asian bush honeysuckle hedges consider a variety of native shrubs and 
small trees that provide habitat for native birds and pollinators.  Ideas include:  
Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) with white spring flowers, edible fruit for wildlife and 
fall color; Viburnum with small clusters of white flower and berries that persist into 
winter; Carolina allspice (Calycanthus floridus) has red, fragrant flowers that smell like 
strawberries; Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) provides white flowers and berry 
clusters for butterflies and birds or American hazelnut (Corylus americana) provides 
early season pollen for our bees and edible nuts.   

• Instead of Japanese barberry, plant Fothergilla (Fothergilla spp.) with white flower 
clusters and red to orange fall color, or native Strawberry bush (Euonymus 
americanus,) with brilliant red pods with orange-pink fruits.   

• To replace wintercreeper and periwinkle groundcovers, plant native evergreen, 
Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) or deciduous Wild ginger (Asarum canadensis) 
that fairs well in shady areas and spreads into a luscious green cover.   

• Instead of the invasive Chinese silvergrass try a native warm season grass such as 
Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans) or Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) that can 
grow to over 6 feet with distinctive seed heads that hold on through winter.   

 
Next time you are in your local nursery, ask for native species that work in your particular 
yard situation, sunny or shady, dry or wet.  Your interest in native and non-invasive species 
will encourage nursery owners to look for new species to sell instead of the standard invasive 
plants.   
 
Several nurseries in Bloomington have the “Go Green, Grow Native” program promoting 
native species.  You can help spread that theme to other nurseries by asking for native 
plants. Vote with your money and they will listen.  The list of natives that could be added as 
new and interesting plants to the nursery trade is endless.   
 
Plan to visit the nurseries this fall and look for some new native plants to establish.  Have a 
wonderful fall planting season.   
 
For more information contact Cheryl Coon at 812-275-5987 (ccoon@fs.fed.us). 
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Invasive Bradford pear (left) vs. native Yellowwood (right) 
 

  
Invasive Burning bush vs. native red chokecherry bush. 
 

  
Invasive periwinkle or vinca vs. native bearberry (right).  
 


