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Designated by Congress in 2009 as one of America’s 11 National Scenic Trails

1,200-mile route provides outstanding opportunity for long-distance non-
motorized recreation

Starts at the Continental Divide: Chief Mountain in Glacier National Park, Montana

Ends at the Pacific Ocean: Cape Alava in Olympic National Park, Washington @

Experience wilderness, working landscapes, and downtown Main Streets forthe greatest good



#,

¥ 7 4 -
’ = ' s -~
~ - -~ o
Camp el 3 / py n .
o mp ,lmv., o’ Whis tiet o < Vernon
’ v ¥
- I C%
% - o g
piy - " " JKelowna .‘M o
&, (0‘;‘Qnay X v /54 1 4
» o - > & h
% ¥ + Letd
y
W3 W = >
< ~ F o z /
~
* A s o Cranbrook
’ : ) » Penticton >
Port Albern v & P 4 ’ o ~
in:ouver. <Coquitfam - <
% viyes Nihaion 8 g
P ) g = MmO R = Castlegar
’ 5
. +* \ ¥ suily  Abbotsford s/ Ja
R\ ‘ v iy 3
R n PN % Trail
s
o« MountVerngn
.
x Sandpoint = 3 .
: WALHINGTON % Kalispell
chlurs, =z
AF
= Nx
i e
’ - PostEjlls o CORUF dAlene P
7 % Spokane CABINET
i A g
b~ g 7 MOUNTAINS
&G 7 « Wenatchee e
* MOUN EAMN
7, 7
v, A
Moses Lake® 2
. )
MOt Migsoula®
&
Pullman, | moscow b <
z -
.
Yakima® S <
o f Lewistord, " Léwiston 5
oris 39 A %‘_ : » Orchards m
M5 Hlery < :
Longview
< 3 o Kennewick _EARWATEp
cLEATS
« Wallawalla
n &
N L
Portlang The Dalles
9 Hillsbore® . o
Gresham
= Moo
.

Pacific Northwest Nationa\l §cenic Trail




-9 ¥ - o e —— u,»_‘ 3 3 .

What is a National Scenic Trail?

Ahout the Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail
What’s happening on the PNT:

Planning
Projects & Partnerships f h@ y
2015 Hiking Season




What is a National
Scenic Trail?
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istory of National Trails

Early long-distance recreation trails: Appalachian, Pacific Crest

1966: Bureau of Outdoor Recreation’s Trails for America
report recommends a series of long-distance trails across

America, defined as extended trails which have natural, scenic, @

for the greatest good

or historic qualities that give them recreation-use potential of
national significance.



Hlstory of National Tralls

1968: President Johnson signs the National Trails System Act

* Established National Scenic Trails (NSTs) and National

Historic Trails (NHTs)
* Designated Appalachian and Pacific Crest as the first NSTs h@ y

Amended many times since to include 11 NSTs and 19 NHTs
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“National Scenic Trails

Section 3(a) of the National Trails System Act:

extended trails so located as to provide for maximum outdoor
recreation potential and for the conservation and enjoyment

of the nationally significant scenic, historic, natural, or cultural @
qualities of the areas through which such trails may pass fore restnt good

Section 7(c) prohibits use of motorized vehicles on NSTs
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Natlal Scm Tralls

Section 2(a) of the National Trails System Act:

to provide for the ever-increasing outdoor recreation needs

of an expanding population and in order to promote the
preservation of, public access to, travel within, and

enjoyment and appreciation of the open-air, outdoor areqs  wsestesos
and historic resources of the Nation.




11 National Scenic Trails

Trail Name YearDesignated  Miles Lead
Appalachian 1968 2,174
Pacific Crest 1968 2,638
Continental Divide 1978 3,100
North Country 1980 4,600
Ice Age 1980 1,200
Florida 1983 1,400
Potomac Heritage 1983 700
Natchez Trace 1983 695
Arizona 2009 807
New England 2009 220
Pacific Northwest 2009 1,200 @

The Pacific Northwest NST and Arizona NST were designated by Congress in 2009 and for the greatest good
are administered by the Forest Service.

Both trails started work on their legislatively required Comprehensive Plans in 2013.



About the
Pacific Northwest
National Scenic Trail

for the greatest good




1970: Ron Strickland’s big idea

1977: First thru-hike completed by Janet Garner & Rex Bakel
Pacific Northwest Trail Association (PNTA) formed

1990s: First local trail maintenance organization formed

1999: Service Knowledge Youth (SKY) program began

2000s: PNTA advocated for National Scenic Trail status mnh.gt,m
2009: Congress designated the PNT as a National Scenic Trail
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1,200 miles from Chief Mountain to Cape Alava

State Parks
1%

nal Route

County & City

&%
Private
* 3 states: Montana, Idaho, Washington %
. . Tribal
* 7 National Forests and 3 National Parks 0.19%

* 6 Wilderness areas (300+ trail miles)
* 2 other NSTs: Continental Divide, Pacific Crest
* 3 major mountain ranges, the Columbia River,

the greatest good

and Puget Sound
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Rocky Mountains

Glacier National Park, Continental Divide National Scenic Trail, MBW
& greatest

Flathead National Forest, Kootenai National Forest, Ten Lakes Scenic

Area, Lake Koocanusa Scenic Byway, Idaho Panhandle National Forests




Okanogan Highlands

Colville National Forest, Salmo-Priest Wilderness, Kettle Crest National @

for the greatest good

Recreation Trail, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Whistler
Canyon, Similkameen River Trail, Loomis State Forest




North Cascades

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Pasayten Wilderness, Pacific . »
'or the greatest g

Crest National Scenic Trail, North Cascades National Park Complex,

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mt. Baker Wilderness




Puget Sound

Chuckanut Mountain, Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, m

for the greatest good

Anacortes Community Forest Lands, Deception Pass State Park, Fort Ebey
State Park, Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, Fort Casey State Park




Olympic Peninsula

Olympic National Forest, Buckhorn Wilderness, Olympic National Park, @

for the greatest good

Olympic Wilderness including the Wilderness Coast



What is our PNT nlche‘?

“Vital link” connecting the National Trails System

East-west orientation: up into mountain ranges, down into river valleys

Crown to Sea: traveling like a raindrop

Diversity of lands: wilderness, working landscapes, small town Main Streets @

for the greatest good

1,200 miles: a summer-sized challenge
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hat NST status does:

Directs the Forest Service to collaborate with partners to manage the
PNT as one linear unit

Provides additional resources for management of the PNT and helps
improve adjacent trail systems @

Can be a valuable promotional tool for local communities Torthe grestas gocd
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What NST St =t
does not do:

Does not grant access across private lands or affect private landowner

rights
Does not prohibit motorized use on existing motorized routes
Does not take away the decision authority of local land managers on the @
for the greatest good

PNT in their area



Planning




When it designated the PNNST, Congress charged the Forest Service with
developing a comprehensive plan for the acquisition, management,

development, and use of the trail (National Trails System Act, Sec. 5(e))

Guides long-term administration and management of the trail as one unit
“All lands” shared vision for connectivity, stewardship, and services
developed with the National Park Service, BLM, other land managers

Establishes rights-of-way (corridor route) published in Federal Register i megreses good
and objectives and practices (standards and guidelines) for management




Planning questions

What are the unique nature and purposes of the PNNST2
Congress approved the route in 2009—are there places it should be relocated?

How wide should the trail corridor be, where might width vary?

How will we to protect the trail experience and resources? m

for the greatest good

How will we determine and monitor the carrying capacity of the trail?
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Management challenges

To make the 1,200-mile connection, more than Cross

Country
0.34%

400 miles of the PNT is currently on roads.

* In the context of declining budgets, we
need a plan to move the PNT off roads
and onto non-motorized trails

* Took the PCT 40 years but it can be done!

20% of the PNT is off federal lands
*  We must work with landowners to establish

for the greatest good

access agreements and a shared vision 0.36%



- National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA)

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS] will evaluate and
document the consequences of the proposed action (trail corridor and
management in the Comprehensive Plan) and alternatives

For future projects like any trail construction, project-level NEPA analysis @
will tier from this programmatic EIS forthe greatest good

Opportunities for public comment through meetings, mail, and email



Advisory Council

Required under National Trails System Act and compliant with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act [FACA), the Council provides recommendations to the
Secretary of Agriculture on the PNNST Comprehensive Plan

Council includes members of the public representing a balance of interests, m
plus officials from federal agencies and the states of MT, ID, and WA forthe greatest good

First meeting will be October 14-15, 2015 in Sandpoint, ID



Public scoping meetings solicit
issues for consideration in the

EIS

Public comment on the Draft
EIS (DEIS)

Objection period for the EIS

Comprehensive Plan is submitted to Congress
and the trail corridor is published in the Federal Register
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“Scenery Assessment

Baseline assessment of scenery will help us protect the trail experience:

*  What are the nationally significant scenic resources of the PNNST?

*  What characterizes the different regions and landscapes along the trail?

*  What is visible from the trail2 What is the trail viewshed?

* Do we expect the scenery to change?¢ How to protect key views? @

for the greatest good

Team of landscape architects conducted the analysis in summer 2015



Projects,
Partnerships &
Public Services

for the greatest good



Kootenai National Forest [MT): Laying out new trail along Lake Koocanusa to
connect the town of Eureka to Webb Mountain, gets PNT off busy Hwy 37

Idaho Panhandle National Forests (ID): Collaborating with neighboring Colville
National Forest to maintain trails in the Salmo-Priest Wilderness

Colville National Forest (WA): Reconstructing trails in the Salmo-Priest Wilderness,
rehabilitating areas affected by wildfires

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest [WA): Rock blasting to clear trail @

Mt. Baker-Snogqualmie National Forest [WA): Reconstructing one mile of trail
along the South Fork Nooksack River that had been washed out
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PNTA Partnershlp

The Forest Service partners with the Pacific Northwest Trail Association [PNTA),
a non-profit organization that advocates for and stewards the PNT

PNTA runs youth and volunteer crews that maintain the PNT and nearby trails:
* In 2014, crews contributed 31,400 hours and maintained 360 miles @
* 160 youth participated in stewardship and employment programs forthe grestest good

PNTA provides maps and visitor information, promotes the PNT at events
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Gateway communities |

The PNT brings outdoor recreation-hased tourism to 18 gateway

communities that provide access to the trail and services for visitors

NSTs can be a catalyst for economic development in trail towns:

* The U.S. “outdoor economy” generates $646 billion in direct yearly
spending, supporting 6.1 million American jobs
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* Hikers patronize cafes, grocery stores, laundromats, motels, resorts @

for the greatest good

The PNT improves quality of life for local people, strengthening local
trail systems and making it easier to stay healthy and connect to the outdoors
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The number of thru-hikers doubled from 2014 (~20 = ~40)

More early starts and eastbounders thanks to low snow on the west end

Volunteers act as trail angels, welcoming hikers in communities across the PNT

Visitor information is better than ever:

* new PNTA website (www.pnt.org) rolled out in January

* very active PNT Hikers facebook group builds hiker community

* annually updated e-guidebook, also trail towns guidebook @

* PNTA “EveryDay Hikes” promote day hikes and weekend trips forthe greatest good
* Qutdoor Project is creating PNT “Adventure Guides” for its website



http://www.pnt.org/
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Help build the future

Promote the PNT in your community

Volunteer with the Pacific Northwest Trail Association
* Join a volunteer work party or adopt a section of the PNT
* Serve as a “trail angel” to help and welcome thru-hikers in your area @

Tell the Forest Service how you think the PNT should be managed through fertegrestestgoes
NEPA meetings and comment periods for the Comprehensive Plan EIS



PNT is your trail—
experience and enjoy it!-*-




Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail

Matt McGrath
Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail Program Manager
mtmcgrath@fs.fed.us
425-583-9304

Becky Blanchard

Planning & Partnerships Specialist
bpblanchard@fs.fed.us
503-808-2422 monay scenc RN

Forest Service website: www.fs.usda.gov/pnt @

PNTA partner website: www.pnt.org forth reatest good
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