Fall Color Report
September 25, 2015
Spring rain damps;

v e Autumn rain soaks.
Honeymoon Trail, Sept 24, 2015 = = 7= - Old Farmer’s Almanac

Every autumn is different, and every day in the woods is
unique. From indoors, the day was dreary: fog mixed with a
heavy mist thickening on occasion to light rain. It was not the ‘
beautiful blue sky and sharp air that fall brings to mind. The leaves
weren’t cooperating either. This was a day near the historic peak of
color, yet large amounts of the forest were still as green as summer.
It took an effort to get outside and out of the building where you
could smell wild rice soup cooking for lunch.

Once out though, it was easy to start to appreciate the day for what
it was, and not wish for what it wasn’t. The mist rolled in, covering
the distant trees, then revealing them again one ridge at a time. Simple
dirt roads led into mysterious misty caverns, or totally vanished in the
distance. The green background made the orange and red leaves stand
out all the more, and rain coated them with a shiny varnish.

I ran into a group of photography students, come to the Forest on what the leader had predicted to be the peak of fall color.
With cameras wrapped in plastic against the mist and drizzle, they had stopped to take pictures in a particularly green part of the
woods. But they weren’t dlsappomted For whatever reason, fall was a bit late this year, but there was still plenty of beauty, even
in a greener woods on a rainy day. o

It was worth going out. Instead of the one picture I planned to take, I returned with 165 images
in my camera. And, after spending a few hours in a drizzly forest, the soup was even better than it
- - would have been, an orange leaf on a green background.

This past week has seen the official start to fall with the
autumnal equinox. It will finish off with a lunar eclipse
on Sunday, a particularly exciting one as the moon will be
' at its closest approach to Earth during the eclipse. In
places, the leaves are near peak colors, but other spots
have nearly no colors. Over all, around 40 to 50%, but it
is very patchy. This next week and weekend should be

~ some of the best color of the season, but remember, every
autumn is different - except that they are all beautiful.
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