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Forest Service Issues Permit to Survey Additional Portions of the 

Jefferson National Forest for Proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline 

 

(October 1, 2015)  Roanoke, VA-- The Forest Service authorized additional surveys on the 

Jefferson National Forest for the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline.  Three additional segments 

were authorized: 1) a one-half long mile segment along a newly acquired tract of land on Peters 

Mountain in Giles County; 2) a 1.8 mile long segment across Sinking Creek and Brush Mountain 

in Montgomery County; and, 3) a 6 mile long segment along the existing Forest Road 972 

(Pocahontas Road) that would provide access to the Peters Mountain route in Giles County.  

Surveys for wetlands, water, soil, and suitable habitat for sensitive species, including federally 

listed threatened and endangered plants and animals will be conducted within the next year.   

These surveys are collectively necessary to determine the feasibility of proposed routes on the 

Jefferson National Forest.  “The information collected in the survey will inform future decisions 

on whether or not to allow construction and operation of the gas pipeline on the Jefferson 

National Forest, and if allowed, will inform us where to avoid or reduce the impacts on sensitive 

resources,” states Forest Supervisor Tom Speaks.  “Allowing these survey activities does not 

mean I am allowing the construction of a pipeline across the Jefferson National Forest.” 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), as the lead federal agency, will conduct an 

in-depth environmental analysis on private and public lands, with opportunities for public 

comments. 
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