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Dear Interested Party, 

In April, 2002, Forest Service personnel initiated scoping for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Spring Creek project on the Marienville Ranger District of the Allegheny National Forest. 
 
A Draft EIS was made available for a 45-day public review and comment period in January, 2004.  
Fifteen letters, e-mails, and telephone calls were received from individuals, organizations, and agencies 
in response.  We reviewed all of the comments made on the DEIS and have provided responses to 
comments in Appendix I of the Final EIS.  The responses constitute factual corrections or explain why 
the comments do not warrant further agency response.  

The Final Spring Creek EIS fully discloses the environmental effects of the four alternatives considered 
in detail.  After careful consideration of the Spring Creek analysis, applicable laws, the Forest Plan and 
Public comments, I have selected Alternative 3 (vegetation, transportation, wildlife, soil and water 
treatments), supplemented with all the Recreation Activities in Alternative 2, for implementation.   
 
We are enclosing a copy of the Record of Decision (signed June 2, 2004), Errata, Abstract, Summary of 
the Final EIS, the FEIS and associated maps, and Appendices A-I. The completed documents may be 
viewed at any Allegheny National Forest office, and are also available on the ANF website at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/allegheny/projects/watershed/Spring_Creek_Project/.  If you have any 
questions about the Spring Creek Project please contact John Weyant, Interdisciplinary Team Leader, at 
the Ridgway Office of the Marienville Ranger District, (814) 776-6172 X 138, or by email at 
jweyant@fs.fed.us. 
 
This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to the regulations in 36 CFR §215. An appeal may only be 
filed by persons, organizations or entities who submitted substantive comments during the comment 
period (§215.6). Appeals must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR §215.14. A written Notice of 
Appeal must be submitted and postmarked within 45 days following the date of publication of the legal 
notice in The Derrick (Oil City, PA) and The Ridgway Record (Ridgway, PA) newspapers. However, 
when the 45 day filing period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the filing time is 
extended to the end of the next Federal working day.  The publication date of the legal notice in the 
newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal (§ 215.15(a)) and 
those wishing to appeal should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other 
source (§215.7 (ii)).   Appeals must be submitted to:  

 Kevin B. Elliott, Appeal Deciding Officer,  
 ATTN: Appeals & Litigation 
 USDA-Forest Service, Eastern Region 
 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 700 
 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 Phone (414) 297-3439 
 Fax (414) 944-3963 



 

 

 
Alternatively, Appeals may be faxed to (414) 944-3963, ATTN: Kevin B. Elliott, Appeal Deciding 
Officer, USDA Forest Service, Eastern Regional Office. Appeals may also be filed electronically and 
should be directed at: appeals-eastern-regional-office@fs.fed.us, indicating “Spring Creek FEIS: 
Appeals” on the subject line. Electronic appeals should be in TXT, RTF, DOC, PDF or other Microsoft 
Office-compatible formats. Normal business hours (for hand-delivered appeals) are 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m., Central Time at the address above, Monday-Friday.  
 
If no appeal is received, the implementation on National Forest lands may occur on, but not before, five 
business days from the close of the appeal filing period. If an appeal is received, implementation may 
not occur until 15 days following the date of the appeal decision. 
 
To request a copy of the decision (including appeal rights) or the FEIS, call the Ridgway Office of the 
Marienville Ranger District at (814) 776-6172 or write Spring Creek Project, Allegheny National Forest, 
Marienville Ranger District, Ridgway Office, 1537 Montmorenci Road, Ridgway, PA 15853.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Leon F. Blashock 
LEON F. BLASHOCK 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosures: 
 
     


