KENAI LAKE FIRE UPDATE

July 7, 2001

Location:  The fire is located west of the Seward Highway, approximately 4.5 miles south of Moose Pass, along the north shore of Kenai Lake.

Fire Size:  3,260 acres 

Percent Contained:  100% as of midnight July 3, 2001

Total Personnel Assigned to Fire:  162

Cooperating Agencies:  US Forest Service, US Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Department of Defense, National Weather Service, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Washington Department of Natural Resources, Office of Aircraft Services, Alaska State Troopers, Kenai Peninsula Borough, and various local fire departments.  

Injuries:  5 minor injuries

Structures and other Improvements Lost or Damaged:  None

Current Fire Status:  Firefighters headed by the Washington Interagency Management Team continue to make progress toward controlling the Kenai Lake fire.  The fire was contained as of 07/03/01.  This means there are trails or other barriers to the fire’s spread on all sides of the fire, and hot spots have been extinguished for at least 100 – 300 feet in from the edge.  Firefighters continue to work toward control of the fire, and have extinguished the residual fire for at least 500 feet along the edge of the fire.

The recent rains have helped cool the fire, but the fire continues to burn in deep or sheltered pockets of ground fuels.  The drier, windy weather forecast for Friday did not develop, so firefighters were able to make good progress on the fire.  The fire is not yet declared to be “controlled”.   Controlled means the fire has no possibility of escaping the established line, barring an unforeseen event.  This weekend’s forecast is mixed, with some forecasts for rain showers, others for drier weather.  How quickly this fire is controlled is heavily dependent on how much rain we receive, and the absence of dry, windy weather.  Typically, heavy rains soak this area around mid-July, creating a “season ending event”.   

Surplus resources from the Kenai Lake fire continue to be released and made available for other incidents.  The holiday traffic is making it more difficult for fire personnel to get flights back to their home bases or to the next fire.

Some crews on the fire may be assigned to camp today.  The long hours of hard work and the wet weather are taking their tolls, and a few of the firefighters have been ill.  The crews assigned to camp will have the opportunity to get some needed rest, but will be available to work on the fire if flare-ups occur.  For firefighters on the line, steep terrain, snags, and slick footing continue to be problems.  Safety is being emphasized, both for the firefighters and for the public.

Rehabilitation work is progressing well.  “Rehab” includes work needed to limit the erosion from fire trails, reshaping roads damaged by heavy fire traffic, and other work needed to leave the fire area in a more stable condition.  

Fire Training This Weekend

Chugach National Forest is sponsoring 2 days of introductory fire training this weekend.  This includes Basic Fire Training S-130 and Introductory Fire Behavior S-190.  These classes are designed to give students an understanding of how fires burn, what can be done to protect property from fire, basic fire fighting, and more.  These classes are geared toward volunteer firefighters, home and business owners, and other members of the general public.  

Classes will be held on Sat. and Sun., July 7 and 8, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., at the Moose Pass Community Center.  Attendance at both sessions all day is required to receive certification for the classes.  There is no charge for attending.  Class size is limited to 30 people.  Please bring your own lunch.  

For more information on the fire training and/or to reserve a place in this class, please call the Kenai Lake Fire Information at 

(907) 288-3210.  If this training session won’t fit your schedule, please let us know.

Additional Information:  Additional information is posted on the Seward Ranger District Web Page at http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/seward/fire/index.htm.  If you have questions about the status of this fire or other fires in the state, please call (907) 271- 2503 or (907) 288-3210.
