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Prescriptions concerning air quality are consistent with legal requirements and are common 
to all alternatives. 

♦ American Indian Rights &Interests: Indian tribes are distinct political communities that 
are domestic dependent nations. The United States has a federal trust responsibility under 
CFR 219.1(6) to protect and preserve “the inherent right of freedom of American Indians to 
believe, express, and exercise their traditional religions,” and exercise treaty rights. It is the 
United States government’s permanent legal obligation to exercise statutory and other legal 
authorities to protect tribal lands, assets, resources, and treaty rights, and duty to carry out 
mandates of federal law with respect to American Indian and Alaska native tribes. For the 
Forest Service, trust responsibilities relate to the reserved rights and privileges of federally 
recognized Indian Tribes. Those duties are found in treaties, executive orders, laws, and court 
decisions that apply to the national forests and grasslands and are carried forward in all 
alternatives.  

♦ Arctic grayling: Arctic grayling recovery efforts by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks over 
the last several years have included reintroduction in the Ruby River. They now exist in low 
numbers in the upper portion where the river runs through the BDNF. It is has not been 
determined whether the Ruby River system can sustain a viable grayling population over the 
long term. If recovery efforts are successful, grayling habitat preferences suggest they would 
largely confine themselves to the main river. Their general absence in tributary streams 
makes the use of 6th HUC watersheds poor management units for defining conservation 
measures. For these reasons, we are not proposing to allocate key fish watersheds solely to 
benefit grayling. Grayling will remain a sensitive species with Forestwide standards and 
objectives to meet their habitat requirements in all alternatives. 

♦ Fire Management: The 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy defines direction 
for use of the full range of fire management activities to achieve ecosystem sustainability 
including its interrelated ecological, economic, and social components. Fires are suppressed 
at minimum cost, considering firefighter and public safety, and all values to be protected, 
consistent with resource objectives. Appropriate Management Response will be implemented 
on all fire ignitions. 

♦ Management of Sensitive Species: Regulations and policy require special management 
emphasis for sensitive species to ensure viability. This direction will remain common to all 
alternatives. 

♦ Locatable Mineral Resources: Federal lands open to locatable minerals under the Mining 
Act of 1872 will not change by alternative. Most decisions concerning locatable minerals are 
made at the project level. Desired conditions, objectives, standards, or management 
prescriptions concerning locatable minerals will be common to all alternatives. 

♦ Saleable Mineral Resources: Federal lands available for mineral material permits will not 
change by alternative. Decisions for mineral materials are discretionary and made at the 
project level. Desired conditions, objectives, standards, or management prescriptions 
concerning saleable minerals will be common to all alternatives. 
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♦ Non-motorized Allocations:  

• Summer Non-Motorized: These allocations are designed to provide secure 
wildlife habitat especially in areas which link landscapes and quiet summer and fall 
recreation opportunities and desirable semi-primitive settings. Semi-primitive non-
motorized recreation settings offer opportunities for mountain biking, horse and stock 
travel, hiking, dispersed camping, and other activities. Use of motorized roads and trails 
will not be allowed in these allocations. 

• Winter Non-Motorized: These allocations are designed to protect low elevation 
winter range for deer, elk, and moose; protect high elevation secure habitat for 
mountain goat and wolverine. They also provide quiet winter recreation opportunities 
in locations people can drive to. Primitive and semi-primitive non-motorized recreation 
settings are provided in these areas, and offer opportunities for ski touring, 
snowshoeing, and hiking, and other non-motorized activities. Motorized use will not be 
allowed in this allocation. 

♦ Noxious Weeds: Noxious weed prevention and control is a very important issue in 
southwestern Montana. The decision was made to update methods of treatment and increase 
the emphasis on prevention of weeds in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Noxious Weed Control 
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision signed in 2002. This direction 
is common to all alternatives and will be carried forward into the revised Forest Plan. 

♦ Recreation Residences and Commercial Resorts: Direction in FSM 2347 and 2343 
respectively, outline administration of special use permits. Management of these permits will 
continue to be guided by this direction and is common to all alternatives. 

♦ Soils: Regional soil objectives and standards are found in FSM 2500-99-1, R1 Supplement 
and FSH 2509-18, R1 Supplement 2509-18-91-1. These objectives and standards are 
common to all alternatives. 

♦ Special Designations: The following special designations have existing management plans 
or other management direction which will be carried forward under all alternatives.  

Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CDNST) - managed under the 1985 CDNST 
Management Plan and 1989 Montana CDNST Environmental Assessment 

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail (LCNHT) - managed under the 1982 LCNHT 
Comprehensive Management Plan 

Nez Perce National Historic Trail (NPNHT) also known as the Nee-Me-Poo Trail - 
managed under the 1990 NPNHT Comprehensive Management Plan. 

Lemhi Pass National Historic Landmark – managed under the 2002 Lemhi Pass 
National Historic Landmark Management Plan. 

Anaconda Pintler Wilderness Area – managed under the 2000Anaconda-Pintler 
Wilderness Plan and Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest Plan Amendment. 

Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area – managed under the 1987 Lee Metcalf Wilderness 
Management Plan, Beaverhead and Gallatin Forest Plans, and BLM Resource 
Management Area direction. 


