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Forest Service Releases Draft Rule Based on State of ldaho’s Proposal for
Future Management of Roadless Areas in Idaho; Public Invited to Comment

BOISE - The U.S. Forest Service announced the release today of a draft environmental impact
statement (DEIS) for inventoried roadless areas in Idaho. The DEIS is based on the State of
Idaho’s petition submitted to the Forest Service one year ago, first tendered by then-Governor
James Risch and endorsed by Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter.

The DEIS reflects the petition that then-Governor Risch submitted to the Roadless Area
Conservation National Advisory Committee (RACNAC) on November 29, 2006. RACNAC
reviewed the State of Idaho’s petition and recommended that the U.S. Department of Agriculture
proceed with a proposed rule for public comment. Governor Otter has continued the state’s
support of the petition and been involved in crafting the proposed rule and DEIS.

The proposed rule will be published soon in the Federal Register. A 90-day comment period on
the proposed rule and the DEIS will commence upon publication of the proposed rule in the
Federal Register. The Forest Service will schedule public meetings to present the proposed rule
and its effects and accept public comments.

Information on the proposed rule and draft EIS is available at
http://roadless.fs.fed.us/idaho.shtml.

i



