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HERITAGE DATA DICTIONARY 2005 
12/28/2004, Created by Clay Johnson, Ashley National Forest 

 
The current W-CNF Heritage data dictionary is Heritage_2005.ddf.  All Heritage data should be 
gathered using this dictionary, so make sure it is on your GPS unit, and selected. 
 
The Heritage_2005 dictionary is arranged as follows.  The three basic categories of GPSed 
Heritage features are cultural resource surveys, cultural resource sites, and cultural features.  Each 
of these categories has an option to collect data as one of the three GPS “shapes”: a point, a line, 
or a polygon.  For example, you can collect a survey point, a survey line, or a survey polygon. 
 

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEYS   
The dictionary choice prefix is “survey”.  Use ONLY for survey data.  The categories are 
survey_poly, survey_line, survey_point, and survey_transect. 
 
survey_poly: For creating a survey polygon that is the boundary of a survey area.  Walk around 
the perimeter of the survey area.  This is practical only for relatively small survey areas. 
survey_line: For linear surveys such as roads, trails, fence lines. Walk the linear feature.  In the 
office, the line will be buffered to create a polygon the width of the survey area. 
survey_point:  For documenting a single point within a survey area. 

a)  for the center point of a small, regular-area survey such as oil well pads, sign 
placement, or bridge construction.  In the office, the point will be buffered to create a 
polygon the diameter of the survey area.   
b)  also used to document points on the edge or perimeter of large surveys. In the office, 
the points will be used as a reference when creating a survey polygon for the area.     

survey_transect:  Used to document a walking transect within a survey area.  This is used in the 
office to assess the level of coverage for the survey, and also as a reference when creating a 
survey polygon for the area. 
 

CULTURAL RESOURCE SITES 
  The dictionary choice prefix is “site”.  Use ONLY for documenting site locations.  The 
categories are site_point, site_poly, and site_line.  One, and only one, of these options will be 
used for a given site. 
 
site_point:  Always use site_point for sites measuring less than about 30 meters (m) by 15 m in 
extent.  For these small sites, it is helpful to also walk the site perimeter and record that as a 
feature_poly (see Cultural Features below). 
site_poly:  Use this to document the perimeter of sites measuring greater than 30 m by 15 m in 
extent. 
site_line:  Use this option to record a linear cultural resource site such as a ditch, trail, or fence 
line. 
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CULTURAL FEATURES. 
  The dictionary choice prefix is “feature”.  Use ONLY to document the locations of Isolated 
Artifacts (IA), Culturally Modified Trees (CMT), features within a site (such as tools, hearths, 
debitage concentrations, or rockshelters).  Another use is documenting on-site natural or modern 
features that will help when creating site maps in the office. 

 
feature_point:  Use this to document point features such as tools, hearths, small debitage 
concentrations, or the entrances of small rockshelters, and CMT and IA. 
feature_poly:  Use this to document on-site large debitage or trash concentrations, habitation or 
activity areas, clearings, tree clumps, or extensive bedrock exposures.  The practical minimum 
size is about 4 m in diameter. 
feature_line:  Use this to document on-site linear features such as rock alignments,  drainages, 
cliffs or ledges,  or fences.  The practical minimum length is about 4 m. 
 
 

DATA DICTIONARY FIELDS COMMON TO ALL DICTIONARY CHOICES  
Three fields are universal: they occur in every data dictionary category. 
 
TEMP_ID:  Entry is mandatory.  Maximum 50 characters. For surveys, use the W-CNF survey name, or the survey 
number if known. For sites, use the site temporary name, or the site W-CNF# if known.  For features, use “IA”, 
“CMT”, or the site temp name. 
 
NOTES:  Entry is optional (but see NOTE below).  Maximum 80 characters.  Use this field for important descriptive 
detail, reminders, or comments.   
 
REV_DATE:  Automatic.  Documents when the GPS data was gathered. 
 
 

FIELDS SPECIFIC TO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEYS 
Some fields occur only in the survey choices. 
 
survey_poly 

SURVEY_PROTOCOL  (survey intensity, the interval between survey crewmembers).  If the survey 
intensity varies over a project area, record separate survey polygons documenting the protocol used in each 
sub-area.  

  SI: 0-15 meter interval coverage 
  ST: 15-30 meter interval coverage 
  SF: 30-50 meter interval coverage 
  SB: 50-80 meter interval coverage 
  SN: intuitive or selective search of an area 
 
survey_line 

SURVEY_PROTOCOL  (survey intensity, the interval between survey crewmembers).  If the survey 
intensity varies over a project area, record separate survey polygons documenting the protocol used in each 
sub-area.  

  SI: 0-15 meter interval coverage 
  ST: 15-30 meter interval coverage 
  SF: 30-50 meter interval coverage 
  SB: 50-80 meter interval coverage 
  SN: intuitive or selective search of an area 

radius_meters  (the symmetric coverage distance on both sides of a surveyed line.  This is necessary 
because some survey projects and some surveyed features have specific widths.  For example: a pipeline 
survey may be designed to clear an area 50 feet in width, or a ±7.5 meter radius from the GPSed centerline). 
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survey_point  
SURVEY_PROTOCOL  (survey intensity, the interval between survey crewmembers).  If the survey 
intensity varies over a project area, record separate survey polygons documenting the protocol used in each 
sub-area.  

  SI: 0-15 meter interval coverage 
  ST: 15-30 meter interval coverage 
  SF: 30-50 meter interval coverage 
  SB: 50-80 meter interval coverage 
  SN: intuitive or selective search of an area 

survey_point_type  (select the proper choice for what the survey point represents). 
survey edge: a point on the edge or end of a large survey area.  Later, in the office, a survey 
polygon will be created by connecting these points. 
survey center:  a point at the center of a small, symmetric survey area.  For example: an oil well 
pad survey clears a ten-acre square centered on the center stake. 

radius_meters  (the symmetric coverage distance on both sides of a survey_line.  This is necessary because 
some surveys,  and some survey features, have specific widths.  For example: a pipeline survey may be 
designed to clear an area 50 feet in width, or a ±7.5 meter radius from the GPSed centerline). 
 

survey_transect  (this is GPSed line that records the path of the survey crew, to help document the exact are 
covered.  It is also useful for navigation in the field.  NOTE: in the NOTES field,  describe the crew area coverage for 
the transect.  For example: if a crew leader walks a transect with a four-person crew lined up at 15 m intervals, and 
the crew leader is on the east end of the line, the transect is from 15 m east to 90 m west of the GPSed transect line).  
 
 

FIELDS SPECIFIC TO CULTURAL RESOURCE SITES 
For site points, polygons or lines only the three universal fields (TEMP_ID, NOTES, and REV_DATE) are available.  
It is essential that sufficient information is entered in the TEMP_ID and NOTES fields. 
   

TEMP_ID: Enter a short alphanumeric sequence unique to the site.  For example: for sites recorded during 
a survey around Sheep Creek Lake, you might use SCL 1, SCL 2, etc.)  If you are revisiting a site, use the 
correct W-CNF# for the site.  NOTE: put same temp_id on all pages of the site form and field notes for the 
site. 
NOTES:  Enter useful detail: if site is prehistoric (PRE), historic (HIS) or both (MUL), or if a revisit. 

 
 

FIELDS SPECIFIC TO CULTURAL FEATURES 
Features include isolated artifacts (by definition not on a site), culturally modified trees whether 
off or on a site, and on-site cultural, natural, or modern features requiring documentation.   
 
feature_point  (use this to record IA, CMT, and most on-site features). 
 TEMP_ID: Enter “IA” if an isolated artifact, or the site temp_id if an onsite feature.   

FEA_TYPE:  Use the NOTES field to enter additional detail 
cultrl – rockshelter:  a point at front center of the rockshelter, if needed, use the offset function.  
cultrl – thermal:   includes hearth and ash stain, roasting pit, slb, fireplace, campfire ring, stove… 
cultrl – stain:  areas of culturally stained soil that are not thermal features: middens, use areas…  
cultrl – debitage: usually a small-area concentration or scatter, record diameter in field notes 
cultrl – tool:  chipped stone projectile point, scraper, biface, utilized flake, or a historic tool 
cultrl – groundstone:  metate, mano, other groundstone piece or small-area concentration 
cultrl – ceramic:  prehistoric or historic ceramic (pottery) vessel, sherd, or small-area scatter 
cultrl – structure:  prehistoric or historic construction like foundation, dwelling, storage feature 
cultrl – metal_glass:  historic debris, small-area scatter or concentration w/ either material or both 
materials & including other materials. 
cultrl – other:  other/unknown like leather, depression, woodpile…  
cultrl – CMT:  prehistoric or historic culturally modified tree 
cultrl – natural:  boulder, spring, large tree, non-cultural cave or rockshelter…used for site map 
cultrl – modern:  post or pole, gate, fence corner, USGS marker, datum, excavation corner… 
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FEA_ID:  unique number for site feature, CMT, or IA.  Prefer IA1, IA2…, CMT1, CMT2…, F1, F2,…  
You must use the same number in the field notes, where you record detail about the GPSed feature. 
feature_poly  (use this to record natural, modern, and on-site cultural features with diameters greater than 
about four (4) meters.  Use feature_point for smaller diameter features. 

 TEMP_ID: Enter “IA” if an isolated artifact, or the site temp_id if an onsite feature.   
FEA_TYPE:  Use the NOTES field to enter additional detail 

cultrl – boundary:  walk the site boundary for sites smaller than about 30 m by 15 m, which were 
recorded as a site_point.  
cultrl – thermal:   includes relatively large-diameter features like large roasting pits… 
cultrl – structure:  prehistoric or historic construction like foundation, dwelling, storage feature 
cultrl – fence:  for historic enclosures such as corrals, walk the entire perimeter 
cultrl – metal_glass:  historic debris, large-area scatter or concentration w/ either material or both 
materials & including other materials. 
cultrl – other:  like large-area depression, remains of collapsed structure, woodpile…  
cultrl – natural:  on-site bedrock monolith or area of surface bedrock exposure, meadow, tree 
clump, lake…used when site map is created at office.  
cultrl – modern:  large-area modern disturbance, excavation, enclosure, stock pond… 

FEA_ID:  unique number for site feature, CMT, or IA.  Prefer IA1, IA2…, CMT1, CMT2…, F1, F2,…  
You must use the same number in the field notes, where you record detail about the GPSed feature.   

 
feature_line  (use this to record natural, modern, and on-site cultural features with lengths greater than about four 
(4) meters.  Use feature_point for shorter features. 
 TEMP_ID: Enter “IA” if an isolated artifact, or the site temp_id if an onsite feature.   

FEA_TYPE:  Use the NOTES field to enter additional detail 
cultrl – trail_road:  prehistoric or historic trail or road, walk the centerline and NOTE the width.  
cultrl – fence:  for historic fence lines and NOTE the construction. 
cultrl – ditch:  prehistoric or historic irrigation or drainage ditch. 
cultrl – driveline:  prehistoric or historic game, wild horse, or stock driveline and NOTE the 
construction materials/type.  
cultrl – other:  other/unknown including prehistoric or historic rock alignment, flume…  
cultrl – natural:  on-site cliff, ledge, outcrop, drainage, edge of lake or talus slope or meadow… 
used when site map is created at office.  
cultrl – modern:  modern power line, pipeline, road, trail, fence, edge of disturbance…for site map. 

FEA_ID:  unique number for site feature, CMT, or IA.  Prefer IA1, IA2…, CMT1, CMT2…, F1, F2,…  
You must use the same number in the field notes, where you record detail about the GPSed feature.   
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